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BY ISAAC MALTBY. 

Brigadier Gcnenl in the Fourth Mawachusetta Division. 



The militia may be trained to a degree of energy equal to every rai- 
Utary evgency of the United Slates. WASOIKGTOir. 

If we desire tn avoid iruuU^ we ntust he able to r^>et it. If we de- 
ftire to tefiure /race, it must be known that we are at all times ready 
for war. WASHlNGTosr. 
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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO WIT: 

BE it remembered, That on the eleventh day of December, in the thirt]r«ixth 
year of* the Independence of the United States of America, Isaac Maltby. of tke 
said district, has deposited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof 
he claims as author, in the words following, to wit: 

»The Elements of War. liy Isaac Maltbjr. Brigadier General in the Fonrtb 
Massachusetts Division....... The miHtia maybe trained to a degree ot energy 

eqoal to every mibtary exigency of the United States Washington, . It' we de> 

rire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel it. If we desire to secure peace. It 
must be known that we are at all times ready for war..^ ^ofAin^on.** 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, intitled, <* An 
Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, 
and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during the times there- 
in mentioned ;" and also to an act, intitled ^ An act supplementary to an act, 
intitled, an act for the encouragement (rf* learning, by securing the copKs of 
Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during 
the times therein mentioned ; and extending the benefits thereof to the Arts 
of Designing, Engraving, and Etching instorical,and other Prints." 

. , • \Vm. S. SHAW, 

H^te&boflhe District of Massachusetts. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 



I^n the Hon. Major General Heath, only surrmng Major 
General of the Revolutionary Army. 

RoxBURY, August 26, 1811. 

DEAR SIR, 

Jlxatino seen your system of discipline and tactics, 

which you have compiled and digested, for the use of 

the militia of the Unit^ States, I cannot withhold my 

expression of the great satisfaction which I feel, on tlie 

prospect of such an important work being about to be 

presented to the public. The sound judgment which 

you have exhibited in your selections from the best 

modern systems of the first military powers in Europe, 

and the skill with which you have combined them with 

Just observations of your own, render your system 

highly interesting, and probably, if adopted, of incaU 

culable advantage to the United States. Your correct, 

extensive, and explicit drillj the foundation of all right 

performance in the recruit, orcitizen.soldier, is, with. 

out flattery, in my opinion, superior to any I have ever 

seen. Indeed your system, for its extent and design, 

does honour to yourself and our country ; and I do ar. 

'dently wish its circulation may be as extensire as our 

ierritory. 

' I am, with respect and esteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Brigadier General Maltby. W. HEA.TH, 



If ItECOilMENDAtlO?!^. 

Ffom the Hon. Major General Brooks, an officer in the army 
during the revolution. Vice president-general of the Unit- 
ed States Cincinnati. 



Medford, August 31, 1811. 



DEAR SIR, 



The only system of discipline that has been ordain- 
jed for the use of the militia, so far as my knowledge 
on that subject enables me to speak, is that of the 
latp Baron de Steuben. But his system was consider- 
ed by that able and experienced officer himself as little 
more than a manual for the use of the officers of the 
late American army; and ever since the United Slates 
have been a nation, we have been suffering in the dis- 
cipline of our militia, from the want of a judicious 
practical system, that should be at once perspicuous 
and concise, and that should unite the essential advan. 
tages of the best European models, so far as applicable 
to our institutions, and to the actual circumstances of 
our great national force, the militia. Your work ap- 
pears to me to possess this character, and to be well cal. 
ealated to fulfil the objects we ought to have in view, in 
providing means for establishing a respectable and dis- 
ciplined militia. So far as you have adopted the ideas 
of other writers, the selection seems^to me to havebeea 
judiciously made; and your deviations, though from 
high foreign authorities, are applicable to our militia, 
and merit the character of improvements, as well as of 
originality. 

Wishing you full success in your patriotic enter- 
prise, I am, dear sir, with sentiments of great respect 
and esteem, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. BROOKS. 
Brigadier General Maltby. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. V 

From the Hon. Major General Dearborn, an officer during 
the reFolution, and late Secretary of War, to tlie Author . 

Boston, August 31, 1811. 

SIR, 

I HAVE with pleasure perased your proposed military 
work, which you were pleased to put into my hand ; 
and f must observe, with candor and with pleasure, 
that I consider it a very valuable and well arranged 
work, and calculated to be of great use, especially to 
the militia of this commonwealth. I am satisfied it 
will meet the general approbation of such gentlemen 
as are best qualified forjudging of its merits. 

Yours, with esteem, 

H. DEARBORN. 

From the Hon. Major General Mattoon, an officer of the Re- 
^'olutionary Army, and who has ever since been in com- 
mission, to the Autlior. 

Amherst, July 26, 1811. 
DEAR SIR, 
I HAVE examined your system of military discipline, 
and am of opinion, that it is an improvement upon all 
the European and American systems which I have 
seen published. It is loss intricate, more concise^ and 
better calculated for general use. 

Your drill exercise and evolutions, with the copious 
explanations annexed, arc adapted to the capacity of 
every man, that ought to be permitted to hold a mill, 
tary commission ; and are peculiarly suited to thecir. 
camstances of this country. 

It appears to me of the highest importance to the 
prosperity of this nation, that the discipline of the mi. 
litia, should in some measure conform to the modern 
mode of tactics in others ; without such conformity, 
the militia will be totally unprepared for the events of 
war, should it ever take place. 
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^ ^^>ce flus watk wms put to forest, Uie Aotkor hit re e eifc d 

tlie following letter from bit Ezoellency Wix.LtA.jf Hrx.L» 
^sq. Governor of the Michigmn Territory ; and ao ofioer fli 
Uie army duriog the Ute revolution. 

XewtoVj 17th December, 1811. 

SIR, 

I HATE read, with moch satisfactioD, your book, 
entitled, " The Elem^ts of War." It contains a 
system, calculated for the discipline of the militia of 
the United States. Long eiperience in military com- 
mand has taught me the utility and necessity of a con- 
cise, simple, and uniform system. Depending in a 
great measure on the militia for national defence, it is 
of the first importance, that it should be so regulated^ 
as to effect the object. The American people will 
yield to none, in spirit, and in patriotism. Their no- 
ble feelings, will, however, be unaTailing, unless mea- 
sures are adopted to unite, and call them into action. 
Toor system appears better calculated for the purpose^ 
fban any which has come to my knowledge. 

The elementary principles are concisely and clearlj 

delineated ; the exercise and movements, from the' 

smallest sections to an entire regiment, are plain and 

^stematic ; and, with much candor and liberality, the 

improvements of foreign nations, in modem times, 

have been adopted. 

That it may have a fair experiment, and that a na. 
tive son, whose life has been so much devoted to the 
Dsefol and honorable service of disciplining the mili- 
tia, may have the pleasure of seeing a system founded 
on his own experience and observation, patronised by 
his country, and in succc^ssful operation, is my sincere 
vrish. With sentiments of very great respect, 

I am, &c. 

WILLIAM HULL. 
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ADDRESS. 

TO ¥BE ClTIZtm or TOS WirZB STATES. 

1 HE numerous publications in Europe on the art of 
var, may have been the result of great experience ia f 
ictoal warfare, enlightened by the splendid talents of 
the g^t military chiefs of the present and past ceo* 
taries ; bat they are calculated entirely for regular ar« 
mies. No military work has appeared, professedly cal. 
calated for a country, whose principal defence is an 
armed population,* 

It has become highly necessary, therefore, that some 
person, who knows, by experience, the wants of the 
militia of the United States, should present them a workf 
founded on the principles of modern tactics. 

Whether this work is calculated to fulfil the objects 
so ardently desired by military men, is cheerfulljr 
submitted. Approved, or not approved, this attempt 
of the author, to diffuse military knowledge among his 
own countrymen will not be condemned. Should any 
gentleman be willing to assume the burden and la» 
boar, and ^present us a more perfect system, it will be 
gratefully received. 

In this work, no alteration in the principles of mo* 
dern tactics is intended. The variance is only in the 
apfilication of those principles to the peculiar circnm* 
stances of the nation. 

• CoL Duane, and Col. De Lacroix, bave each puUishf d t militaiy woik, ft* 
loable for ofRcen in actual lerricei but too Tolumaooui fbr militia offleen. 



iW ADDRESS. 

In the execution of the work, the author considered 
it necessary to bestow much attention on the arrange- 
ment of the parts ; and to gi?e precise and plain defini- 
tions, with explanatory remarks, in as familiar Ian. 
guage as technical terms would admit. The work is 
divided into Four Parts, viz : — 

I. The Drill, or instruction for the soldier, in three 
Divisions. On this Part it was thought necessary to 
be minute, it being the ground work of the whole, and 
in which our militia are extremely deficient.* 

II. This Part is more particularly designed to pre. 
pare the officer for command, being chiefly explanatory 
of the several formations and movements of a corps; 
and of the technical terms with which it is necessary 
be should be acquainted, to profit by the study of the 
two remaining Parts. 

III. Th^ Discipline of the Company. 

IV. The Discipline and Exercise of a Regiment, 
with the Review and Inspection. 

FEtLOW-CITIZENS, 

The introduction of the modem tactics of Europe 
into the United States, is an important consideration. 
Important, because our dearest interests, the liberties 

• Marshal Saxe observes, « Those who have confined their 
studies to the detail, are frequently considered as persons of 
small capacities ; yet it is a branch which appears to me very 
essential, as it constitutes the foundation of a science; and ipls 
impossible to erect any edifice, or establish any system, without 
being first acquainted with the principles that must necessarily 
support it.** '^ 
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of tbe coantrj, are iotimatelj connected with it Dnr- 
ing the convnlsions of Europe, and the lost for doaii. 
niofty what nation can ex|iect to fireserre its liberties, 
and DOteventoallybeinvolfed in the conflict ? At least, 
they must expect indignities, and ooght to make preu 
paration to repel them, and assume an attitude which 
shall' comoHind respect.' What nation can ashame that 
attitode without discipline ? And what disi ipline will 
avail, withoat a knowledge of those tactics, which alone 
hare carried victory in modern warfare ? 

My oonntrymen, Yon have been iuattentire to this 

tabject ; and the thoughtless situation of our citizens, 

is this respect, is an alarming evidence of sufdneness 

and delusion. To the independence of one country 

this supineness and inattention is highly dangerous. A 

nation destitute of disdjyline^ cannot contend, with a 

hope of success, against an enemy skilled in modem 

tactipa. Can yon disbeiiere this, when yon look at 

continental Europe ? Yon have seen nations with 

regular armies; yon have also seen them attached to- 

the old tactics in which they were educated ; but they 

hate been convinced by sad experience of the inelEca. 

ry ci those iadicf. They hare lost their liberiieM ; and 

le^itned wisdom ! What does that dear bought wisdom 

now avail them ? If their tactics are at length improved, 

Ihey are Mi with less pojirer to renew the conflict ; and 

their fmproreroenis now can be only equal to those of 

their enemies. Look at Spain ! With the spirit which 

• • • * 

she exhibited in her first struggles against her invader, 
what would she not have achieved with discipline f 
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Victories were gained ; but at what an immense expeDW 
were they gained ? Theiloss of thousands of the most 
ardent in their country's cause. 

Undisciplined troops, contending with those skilled 
in modern tactics, must purchase a victory^ if they ob- 
tain one ; and it must inevitably be a dear purchase. 
What though a thousand may vanquish an hundred of 
disciplined troops ; where is the gain, if it cost half 
that thousajid to effect it ? — How dearly purchased ib 
such a victory ? 

Will it be doubted, that the best blood of our ci. 
tizens would be first spilt in case of a war; and for 
the wantof-discipline ? Thefwo*/ courageous^ i\\emo%t 
patriotic^ would be first in the ranks to meet the ene- 
my, and the first martyrs to the negligence of their 
country ! The real loss then should not be calculated 
by numbers. While our army would be acquiring dis. 
cipline, the haTock would be heariest on our. best 
officers and soldiers. A little expense to arm, instruct, 
and discipline our soldiers, may save us much mom 
ney ; and what is of infinitely more importance, the 
iives of thousandi of our citizens, and perhaps the 
independence of our country. Discipline saves both 
blood and treasure. But admit that it saves not treOm 
sure; shall the best spirits of our country be sacrificed 
at the shrine of avarice ? Because a few more dollars 
may be laid up in store for the nation, shall we not 
instruct our sons ; teach their hands to the woTj and 
their fingers to the battle ? Shall this parsimony atone 
to the republic for the loss of liberty , and the slaugh* 
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ier of her $on* f^^Wht^t to moful respQtuibiiH^ rests 
upQQ rulers ? la times of tlie nation's danger, the wise 
legislator, the reflecting ruler, will be impresied with 
its magniiude. 

Party considerations may engross the attention of 
the people ; but these will not affect the patriotic le- 
gislator, or divert him from the best interests of his 
country. He will not suffer the knowledge of arms to 
pass n^lected. He reflects ; he carries himself aloof 
from these party feelings; extends his views; judges 
from .circunvstaoces the nation's danger ; watches over 
the republic, and provides for its defence. 

The inattention of the people to this subject, is to 
be attributed in a great measure to an excessifo con. 
fidence in themselves. .This, in the present compa- 
rative state of discipline, increases the danger ; for it is 
an ill founded confidence* The reasons for this con. 
fidence we frequently' hear suggested. They are that the 
country has an invincible spirit : that we were once at- 
tacked by a foreign power, and were victorious: that 
wre are noiv better situated for a contest ; have more 
men, more arms, and better discipline. Neither of 
these reasons afford a sufficient ground of confidence. 
Yon talk of the spirit of the country. Will that save 
you in the present state of discipline ; or give you vLc. 
tory ? Before you trust it, you ought at least, to be 
sure that you can boast of that spirit. Admit that you 
rhaveitin full measure; will Mo/ save you? Victory 
.follows in the train of discipline. She flies the ranks 
4^f undisciplined troops. ^^ Who does not know (says 

B* 



Count Torpin,) that bravery, courage^nnd torn] 
hension, are often useless^ and^efen/ii/ei/toainilitaij^ 
man, who is noacqaainted with his duty ?" 

.^^ The steady operations of war (says G-eneral Hfli^ 
milton,) against a regular and well disciplined armir 
can only be successfully conducted b\ a force of dn 
same kind. Considerations of economy^- not less thaa 
stability and vigour, confirm this position. The Ameu 
sican militia, in the course of the late war, have by their 
valour on numerous occasions, erected eternal monu« 
ments to their fame ; but the bravest of them feel and 
know, that the liberty of the country could not have 
been established by their efforts alone, however grealf 
and valuable. War, like many other things, is a set.' 
ence to be acquired, and perfected by diligence; bf 
perseverance /. by time^ and by praciice,^^ 

The second reason, seems to afford the most confi* 
dence. When discipline is urged as necessary, it will 
be triumphantly answered : We conquered the British ;f 
We were then infinitely worse situated -than now : We 
kave since increased in men and in discipline. 

Were all this true, it could be no reason for neg- 
ligence, or inactivity. But all this is not true. The 
achievement was glorious and unparalleled. But, bc^ 
cause once done, under peculiar circumstances, are 
we to presume it will again be done, under all circunr. 
stances ? 

Is this country now better situated to carry on 
a war, than at the revolution ? Compare the circam.. 
stances. It is said our discipline is better. It is trney 
our militia have made progress in the old tactics. But 
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think you ikftt the Earope«ns ha^e hem sfatloiMry ? 
Has oar progress been eqoal to the Koropetns, with 
whom we may ha^e to contend ? No, larelj. Bnrope 
hat beooae one vast military school. For more tlian 
tinrty yeaT8» thrir progrees in the art of war has iMea 
WKpidj beyond a parallel ; while we, comparatiTelyy 
have been standing still, careless of that progress, con- 
tented with the theory and practice derited from the 
little folnme of Stenben. A book, though ▼alaabto 
in the emergency which prodocecl it, now rendered 
of little valoe, bj impro?ements in the theory and 
practice of war. The-adfance of Europeans has so 
kx exceeded ours, that the difference in point of mill. 
tary knowledge, is now greater than at the revolution. 
Who need be informed, that at the commencement of 
the rerolntien, there were many experienced oillcera 
and soldiers, who had fought side by side with the 
British, and who knew and practised their tactics ? 
Officers, who were acquainted with their formations and 
naoceuTres ; with their manner of attack and de^ 
fence ; and^vho would not suffer by a comparison with 
the b^t officers of Rorope; If there be here and there a 
solitary instance of an experienced officer, will you 
ask of him, without the proper aids, to brave the tern, 
pest ? Will you expect him to perform iropossibili. 
ties ; to make officers, and discipline an army, in a 
moment ? How will you remedy this want of officers 
and disciplined soldiers, on a sudden emergency ? Will 
you cM foreigners to your aid ? — Be cautious. You 
may receive vipers into your bosoms. 
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We have increased in numbers, is another ar^* 
ment. But will that save you without discipline? 
^^ it is not from numbers, (says a celebrated writer) 
or from valour, that we are to expect rictary in bat» 
tie." Do you not know, that the increase of nuia. 
bers, before a completely disciplined eneoay, will itu 
create disorder in the battle ?^..VVili render ^' oonfu- 
-aion worse confounded,'' and the slaughter more ter. 
rible ? In pro(K)rtion to the number^ the ardour^ the 
impetuosity^ of undisciplined troops, may you count 
Ike kavock which will be dealt out among them, bf 
the power of modern tactics ! 

But it is said, before we shall be conquered, we 
jrtiall have time to obtain the requisite knowledge for 
defence. Think you that an invading foe, with a per- 
fect knowledge of your situation, will indulge yoa 
with time to learn the art of insuring victory to youTm 
selves ? No. The assault would be vigorous ; soA- 
vigorously followed up, until the conqoest was sntew-^ 
Suppose it be admitted, that, in all these respects, the 
country is now better situated for a successful war, than 
in the revolution ; yet how is it, as respects the unlij 
of sentiment ?..«Then, a spirit of patriotism, a thirst for 
freedom, universally pervaded the country. Such waa 
the ardour io the cause of liberty ; such was th^.wil. 
lingness to sacrifice person or. property ; as seldom 
ever was witnessed, in any other nation on earths 
Have yon reason to hope the like again ? The parljr 
spirit which now rages, has engrossed the attention of 
the whole country, and wrapt it in false security. It 
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i» not DOW nqoired. How we sball wnfH a fowign eae- 
my ; bat how we skali aieet a poUUcml ooe, ur •»• 
nage as partiaaBB among ouneWes. Cao you Ikea rea. 
sofiaMj bope, that the same priactpkB which aniaiaicd 
oar Withers ia the coaAict for freedom, will also aui. 
mate aodi oi^e us to actioa I There ia no efidcace t# 
warraot soch conlideoGe. 

Do not trust to the spirit of the cottotry for ckfence. 
Tao late^ you aiay becoofiuced that yoar hopes «ero 
&llaciou6« ^^ When the war whoop is heard at }oar 
doors, and the battle rages on ^onr plains," you ma/ 
in vain look to. this spirit for protection ! 

Do yow nlso put confidence in your batteries, and 
fsitifications of yonr harbonra I Let not that coo£. 
dsaoe tarn .yonr Tiewsfrom the discipline of yonr citU 
sms. Fortificationt and batleries, however necessa* 
If, aiw stationary and immorfable. Bat with soch aft 
flriisnsife seauMNUt, where an inrader may choose his 
pdat of attack* the bulwark, to inspire confidence^ 
SNMl be movemble. Such an one may be composed of 
the hodit9 of hardy freememj weU 4i$cifUmedL Smek 
abMery may inspire confidence/ it will more to anjr 
point. Soch men ^^ will speak with yonr enemies in 
tfw gates ;" or meet them at the waier'a edge. 

After these considerations, will yon expect to do- 
rire any special benefit from the qnrU of the cono« 
try, from the increase of nambers and tarms^ wUkomi 
di9cipline^ and without officers to direct ^Aot 9p9fU^ 
and point f Aore armn to rictory ? 
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These obserFations are Dot the result of desp«iii» 
dence. The writer neither does, oor will despair oC 
the republic. But he could not M pass this oppoVAf 
tunity without an effort to rouse, if po^ibie, the at^* 
tentioo of his fellow citizens to a subject so importaati 
confident that reaction will insure conviction /«#•* 
and union and discipline^ cquimaod vidorjf. 

An important question arises.... How are the clii* 
zens of the United States to be instructed in the naoes. 
sarji^ military knowledge ? An answer in detail to this 
question, would swell this introduction to an impre- 
per length. It is a weighty consideration ; and demands 
much time, and close investigation. It may be ob« 
serred, howevet, that some method must be adopted^bj 
which officers may be instructed. The iotroductiear 
of modern tactics among the militia is a desirable 
object ; but without officers suitably instructed, W 
will be idle to think of discipline. Such officers will 
not be found, if we have no other means than are at; 
present afforded. '^ 

Napoleon^ who duly appreciates the yalue of able 
officers, is careful that a sufficient number are always-; 
in his academies. If necessary, a few old soldiers and;; 
non-commissioned officers, with the aid of some oF 
these intelligent officers, will prepare an army for the 
field, in a few days, out of raw conscripts. Capable 
officers soon drill and instruct soldiers. The soldier'* 
duty, being more mechaQica1,he is less difficult to be- 
obtained than the officer. The great difficulty may be 
ct>mprehended in few words : An officer cannot be the 
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mark of a day. it requires time, stodj, tnd close at. 
teotioo. Aq emiDent writer obserres : ^^ Militnry sci. 
eoce biaocbes out into so many particulars ; takes In 
80 Bitnj different parts ; there are so many circunu 
sfuces and cases to be brought together ; that it Is 
ooljr by continual application, grounded upon a lof e 
of his duty, and an inclination to his profession, that 
aoj man can attain it.'* 

Many who are thoughtless of danger, will affect to 
discredit these obserrations, and treat the idea of im« 
proving our tactics and discipline as f isionary. But 
let them remember, the time may come, when a coHm 
9ktioH of these truths will serre only to increase their 
▼retcbedness, and add to the bitterness of their repen- 
tance, for snch unpardonable apathy. 

In the present situation of Europe, no nation can 
^ respected, that is destitute of a military spirit 
While the powers of Europe are struggling for empire; 
^nd all nations subject to changes and rerolutions ; 
^hile we lire in a most eventful period, and our best 
interests affected by those events ; shall we not pre- 
pare for the worst ? Can America, yet free and inde. 
pendent, sit unconcerned, and carelessly view the com. 
^notion ? Have they not reason to expect an allotted 
portion in the calamities and miseries of other na- 
tions ? Will they not rouse from their slumbers be. 
^«3re it be too late ; arm and discipline their citizens ; 
inspire a military spirit ; and carefully watch and 
cherish every spark of patriotism ? Can we shut out 
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ey^s upon the teiqpest which has already oTerwhelmc 
most of the free gOTernments of Europe ; and not an^ 
iousiy eye this portentous cloud, with all its threatei 
ing aspects ? Shall we, the only suryiying republii 
still be regardless of danger ; still be destitute of m; 
litary spirit ; and thus expose ourseWes to the con 
tempt of nations, and the loss of liberty ? — God forbiti 

<« We'll animate the 8oldier*s wonted courage, 
«* With love ofjreedom, and contempt of life ; 
" Well thunder in their ears, their country's cause, 
*' And roiue up all that's noble in them." 

I'he author presents this work to the public,with th 
hope of its usefulness. Should it increase the milita 
ry ardour, and communicate the knowledge necessary 
for the defence of our country, it will be a pleasing 
circumstance of his life, to haye contributed to so im. 
portant an object. 

The author cannot conclude this address, withoui 
acknowledging his obligations to the numerous respec. 
table gentlemen who haye afforded him their aid anc 
patronage in presenting this work to the public ; and 
for the grateful manner in which they haye communi- 
cated their wishes for its public patronage. 
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ELEMENTS OP WAR. 



PART I. 

AN ARMT. 

Ay army is a body of men composed of a variety of 
corps, or divisions ; each of which is commanded and 
conducted by officers who are particularly attached to 
their respective corps, and to which only their, com. 
mand is extended. The whole are subject to the com- 
mander in chief; and the officer of every section sub. 
ject to a isoperior. It is arranged into wings, divi. 
sions, brigades, regiments, and battalions, grand divi- 
sions, companies, platoons or subdivisions, sections, 
and files. 

From four to eight files may form one section ; 

Two sections, one platoon or subdivision ; 

Two platoons, one coriipany ; 

Ten companies, one regiment.* 

For the more easily designating, in issuing the words 
®^ command, each company in the regiment is num. 
«ered, from one to ten, beginning on the right.+ 

* See Laws of the United States. 

tSee a more particular ex[)lanation of formation and arrange- 
*"^tof the several divisioits of a regiment, Part II. Article 2. 

I 
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REMARKS. 

That instruction may be communicated to answer tbe 
best purpose, it must be effected in the best manner ; 
and very different indeed from that to which we haTe 
been accustomed in the American militia. Much de- 
pends on the manner in which you begin to gire in. 
struction. In our militia it is common to put a young 
soldier, the first time of his appearance, into a full 
company, and perhaps into a regiment, where he is to 
undertake formation and deployment of columns, the 
file marchings, &c. &c. perhaps some of the most diffi. 
cult movements in the whole system of tactics. This 
is totally wrong. For while he is unacquainted with the 
alphabet^ you command him to read. To begin thus 
with a scholar, he would be taught with difficulty, and 
to little purpose. This method must be discourag. 
ing to the young soldier, and very troublesome to the 
officer. It will be difficult to root out bad habits,which 
are thus acquired by beginning and continuing wrong 
for a scries of years. In this way, the attitude, the 
air peculiar to the soldier, is seldom seen in the ranks, 
unless it be implanted in the soldier by nature. To 
remedy this evil, it would be well for the company of- 
ficers, on the days allotted for exercise, to devote a 
part of the day to the first lesson to be given to the 
soldier. Each officer, with* a small section in one 
rank, without arms, would communicate more know- 
ledge in one day, than all of them together with the 
whole company, in three. The soldier is first to be 
taught how to stand without arms^ before he attempts 
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to mo^e Tzith them. Tfte *■■■ .".er triLi OTTrr ic* :•? 

embarrassed with i).e cire cf h-iTs-.T-kr! ii ^'i' frrT :•:- 

sidon, or movemrRt?. The : •:^^i\U z. c :' :: ■: ?•:■ i > *• » • i . 

ODtarms being alte:rJei to : he i* il^tz ::• l»t 'e-t'! t^-r 

firings, to move by ihe Tsrici * •■•?;•*. i: ' • ■• !:.••» ftf 

the time. After ihi*. ::.o :•■ ■ ■: < f :• - •: . J.{r i; r 

flrw*. Then the ificri^ tt. --.*•'. ::•- •.* :-'V:f. 11^'- 

ini! thus in the be^inTiir^ a ■ ":--j •'. i-..? CmT-.'^j'. 

it »vill never l**a%t^ Kin \*:.;" i:, t: n !.• : t '. r '.* 

duty is perforn.'^il wi^h ea*- : €Mr\ r--'-.-«r. wiJ t-e 

graceful; the 5*--!Jier'5 air w. * hr j.?r:'v!j: !f in ihe 

execution of everv order. Should ir.e ts.ltii cr'.vr* 

m 

adopt this method with tho^e who are ne«1} enrclled 
onlj(for they would be much n;ore eaM!y ia::i::.t. tVan 
those who had acquired ibe lazy. 1o!-ti£*-£ '..! ! . , 
few years would e\hibit to the e\ e of t;ie n.'.i-ir i r.-im 
s surprising difference iu the appearance cf clt Triii. 
tia. Without this, or some similar method, the Tr-j-? 
soldier's air and discipline never will be obinined : It 
woQid be folly to expect it. It will readily be ar. 
knowledged^Aat to begin in the right way. would rcc 
only be easlR for the officer, bot more pleasant to tl.e 
soldier. The officer having begun with calling his at. 
tention, will be more sure of preserving it while under 
arms; and the soldier will have acquired a confidence 
w himself, by obtaining a correct knowledge of the 
fifst rudiments ; which will insure a cheerful pride on 
^•s part, in executing with grace and precision, the or- 
ders of his officers. Without attending to this part of 
the duty^ an officer must never expect to have a well 
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disciplined company, especially such an one as wiJl 
carry the air of discipline. Wherever attention is 
paid to this, it will not fail to strike the eye of a re. 
viewing officer, and he cannot but know it before they 
move. It is the most important part of discipline. 
'^ The more it is considered (says an English writer) 
the more essential it will appear. It disengages the 
human frame from ihe stiff rusticity of simple nature, 
forms men to all the evolutions of war. The honour^ 
merit^ appearance^ strength^ and success of a corps^ 
depend wholly upon the attention which has been 
paid to the drill and exercise of it, according to pre- 
scribed rules and regulations ; while on the other 
hand we see the greatest armies, for want of beings pro- 
perly exercised, instantly disordered, and that disor. 
der increasing in spite of command ; the confusion 
oversets the art of skilful masters^ and the valour of the 
men only serves to precipitate the defeat,^* It ought 
then to be a rule of the captain of a company, never 
to put a soldier into the company for exercise, until he 
has gone through the three divisions ofthe drill ; un. 
less it be for the purpose of shew and^Birade at the 
reviews and inspection. The smallest sectional part of 
an army, then, as already defined, is the first to draw 
our attention in the detail of this work. 

'^ It ought to be strongly inculcated on the platoon 
officers, that the ensigns, the lieutenants, and the cap- 
tains, should alternately perform the duty of drilling 
the soldiers ; and that the captain should attend as a 
spectator when the lieutenant or ensign are on that du* 
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id carefully note anj defects ; and where and when 
'ctUe, the majors of the respectife regiments 
[also attend occasionally for the purpose of cor. 
; any defects in the captains. The sergeants of 
ompany should occasionally perform the drill 
, under the eye of the captain. A correct uni. 
f in the manner of giving the words of com. 
and in the perfofoances of the soldiers, could 
be expected without the above precautions •*' 
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THE DRILL 

OB DISCIPLINE OF TUB SOLDIEn, 



FIRST DIVISION. 



^.'o. I. First Position— TAt: Soldier znUhoul an 
(PI. I. Fl^. I.) 
TiiE heels dose ; the back of Ihe heels parallel ; 
toes turned out ao as to occupy a little more than th 
fifths of a semicircle, which would be described 
turniugthe feet on the heels to the right and left. 1 
knees sfraight, (he weight of the body resting m 
hardly on the balls of the feet than the heels ; the ai 
hanging down, naturally and fully extended, and cl 
to the body ; the palms of the hands a IKlle tun 
towards the front, willi the under edge of the hi 
touching the seams of the pautaloons ; the elbc 
against the body ; the shoulders a lillle back. It 
and square J the chin a little drawn in, bntwith 
constraint, ur distortion of countenance;* the hi 

;n. Diindiis observes, " that too many methods car 
d to sujiple tlie recruit, and banish the air of the nl! 
at eiceas of setting up, which stiffens the person 
.0 throw the body backwsrd, instead of forward, is i 
' trary to every true principle of movement, and imist therel 
It carefully avoided. 
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erect, and eyes fixed in such diroction as to strike ao 
object on smooth ground about forty U^ei directly ia 
front. In this position he waits the words- 
No^. Head^Right. 

On hearing the last word, the soldier turns his head 
-with an easy and equal motion to the right, withnut 
moving the body ; so that a line dropped from the left 
side of the nose would pass down the centre of th« 
breast. This position is to be preserved until h% 
liears the words*-* 

No. 3. Head^-Left. 

The head is turned to the left, obsenriog the saiD« 
rales as when turning to the right. 

No. 4. Head — Front. 

On hearing these words, the soldier resumes the 
£rst position. 

No. 5. Rest 

The right foot is drawn back, so as to stand at ease. 

REMARKS. 

The use of turning the head to right and left will 
be found necessary in all wheelings and dressings. 
It is to be obserred as a general rule, that the first po- 
sition is the one to be resumed after wheeling or any 
other order is completely executed. 
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No. 6. Attention, 

At this word the soldier resumes his first positi^^'^ 
and waits attentively for tlK> word— « 

No. 7. Right — Face, 

At hearing the last word of command, he tarns off 
his left heel, and at the same instant brings back bit 
right foot against the heel of his left, raises bis toe3| 
and describes one quarter part of a circle to the right. 

No. 8. Lejt — Face. 

Plant the right heel against the hollow of the left 
foot, describe one quarter of a circle to the left, bj 
turning on both heels. 

No. 9. Right about^^Face, 

The right foot is planted firmly, two inches In rear 
of the left heel ; he then briskly describes one half of a 
circle, by turning on both heels to the right, and places 
the heels as in the first position. 

Note. If under arms (when the words arc given. To 
the right about face) seize the cartridge box with the 
right hand, and press it against the side; turn the 
musket in its place, with the left hand, the lock to. 
ivards the front. The facing completed, let go the 
cartridge box, replace the musket^without waiting for 
an order. 

No. 10. Left about — Face, 

Observe the same rules as when facing to the right 
abou4; ; applying the left instead of the right. 
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No. 11. 

Tlie soldier* is next to be taught the f arious Steps, 

m. 

i' The CommoD Step, 6. Short Step, 

2. Back Step, 7. Lock Stop, 

3, Oblique Step, 8. Time Step, and 

4. Side Step, 9. Iklauce Step. 

5, Long Step, 

These several steps are all useful in the morements 
hereafter to be practised ; and they are severally regu- 
lated by the diflferent kinds of Tibie, except the Ba. 
lance Step, Tiz. Ordinary or Common Time, Quick 
Time, and Quickest Time. The Steps are to be taught 
in the following manner. 

No. 12. 
Camtnon Siep^ or March to front dired. 

Forward — March, 

At the word March^ the soldier steps off with his left 
foot SO inches, placing it flat on the ground, and must 
be sore not to touch the ground with the foot which 
is raised, until it reaches the place where it is to bo 
plants down. The right foot is then raised and moT. 
ed in the same manner, and continued alternately and 
regularly, until the officer. commands — 

• The word Soldier is used instead of " recruit,** as being 
more applicable to the country where all persons tnrolled ara 
called Soldiers by law. 
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Halt. 

At this word the step \«hich the soldier ma/^ 
begun is completed ; the other foot brought up bf' 
side, and first position resumed. 

REMARKS. 

It is to be observed as an invariable rule in thefc 
goinji; step at all times when the soldier hears the w( 
forzcard^ or any word that ma> be considered as a ' 
tice or caution for marching, ho is immediately to fl 
the Height of the body on the right foot^ and his 
lightly touching the ground, be ready to step off bri 
ly with the left foot first, at the word march. "W 
on the march it is also to be remembered as a gen 
rule^ that the body is to tiiclinc a little forward, 
toes turned outward a little, and the toes of the 
which is raised from the ground, dropped a little lo 
than the heel. The hands when marching without 
musket are to be kept close by the side, as in the 
position ; and when under arms, to be kept in the 
sition which may be ordered ; and in either case ^ 
out any unnecessary motion, or swinging. It is fur 
to be remembered, that when the word march is gi 
the movement is to be invariably in ordinary ti 
unless the word march is preceded by some qualif 
word to denote a different movement. For if the m 
ment is to be accelerated, the words will be g 
quick'^march^* with a short pause between ther 

• The best drilled troops which we see are very apt to 
th« knee when ordered to move in quick time. It is to b 
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^ ^Vl ^ different kinds of time are to be osed in thii 
^ Or marching to the front ; it will be proper inthii 
f wee to explain them before we proceed to the remain. 
^drferent steps. 

No. 13. Ordinary or Common Time. 

Common or ordinary time is 75 steps in a minute; 
^io much faster than seconds, as to gain iifteon imaes 
i a minute. 

No. 14. Quick Time.'* 

Quick time is 108 steps in a minute ; or a little less 
an two steps in a second. 

It has occurred to me that the different kinds of steps, 
id different kinds of time by which they are regulate 
I, ought to be distinguished from each other, and so 
sfined as to prevent confusion with the student. Every 
ep is regulated by time, such as common, quick, and 
aickest, as much as the notes of a musician. It may 

•unted for in consequence of anotlier error to which they are 
(treroely liable in tlie quick movement ; tliat is, cutting thori 
coatracting tbe 9tep. To gaing^und more rbpidly is the great 
ject of marching in quick time ; but if the step is shortened 
le-third, as is very commonly the case, the object is lost, and 
KHhcr fault committed by bending the knee. We have seen 
IT best disciplined troops marching in quick time, by a con- 
aaed step and crooked knee ; but the moment common time 
ordered, they will extend to the full lenjjlh of step, with tlie 
ndsome stretch of the leg and straight knee. I'he soldier is 
srefore to be guarded against the contracted step and crook- 
knee, particularly in quick time. 

* Writers on tactics call this quid gte/*, instead of quid time. 
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Tary io celerity ; but this is graduated by time. Bv«7 
step to the front direct, is performed on the same prio* • 
ciple. How then do they call a step directly to tkl 
front by another name, \¥hen it is the time only whid 
makes it yary ? There is a combination of time and 
motion in every step ; and if performed on the san^ 
principles, with the same attitude, and the same difjfi 
tance^ aUhough the last step may be quicker tla|l 
the preceding, in consequence of the quick time whidi 
may be ordered ; yet the principle is not altered. Tb| 
name of the step is not then to become another, becaulB 
a little faster. For the side step is still the side step IQ 
either slow or quick time. So it is with the step to the 
front direct. It is necessary that every step which 
can be possibly used to advantage in the evolutions or 
movements should have its proper nuroe by which It 
may be designated, and the time have its true name, by 
which it is regulated. I have therefore classed them in 
the manner as already stated. 

No. 15. Quickest Time, 

This movement is 1^0 steps in a minute, of course 
exactly two steps in a second. This is also called 
wheeling time. 

REMARKS. 

Unless the officer has by practice acquired the pow- 
er of measuring the time exactly, so that he can give 
the words — one — two— one — two— to the soldier when 
learning the first movements, and obtaining the exact 
measure and cadence of step ; he ought to prepare a 
pendulum for the purpose. 
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liichvt. I1tiii<lntl(hi. 

^^ ^Cnmrnmon lime is 24 96 or 75^ 
It /Quick time 12 3 or l()H> if 

^" ^Quickest time 9 8() or 1*20^ ^ 

A pendulum of this kind mi;;lit most cnnwMiitMiMy 
be placed in the hall or room where the nrwlv oiiioK. 
ed soldiers might convene for (he {iiirpcise. llorr nlso 
ought lines to be drawn at 30 inches distnnco nrross 
the floor. No mnsic ought (o bo admit tinl \\\i\\x* those 
lessons are practising ; as the exact cadoiico of sh^p 
ODght to be acquired without it. If an army wore to 
depend altogether on their music for a rei;nlar move, 
ment, any misfortune befalling it mitrht bring dos. 
traction on the whole. This has not boon attondtHl 
to by our militia, for they are wholly dopendont on the 
music. The importance of this need only to bo men. 
tioned to gain attention and carry conviction. The Bri. 
tish and French armies have almost entirely dispensed 
with music, even in their columns of march. But it is 
very evident that the manceUvres^ at least, ought al- 
ways to bo performed without it. Whatever may be 
thought by some persons on this subject ; yet there can 
be no doubt, but a little trouble would bring our mi. 
iitia to measure the time exactly A particular room 
prepared, as already mentioned, for an evening's amuse- 
ment, once or twice a week, would soon effect it. The 
eye placed on the pendulum to get the time ; they would 
soon be able to close their eyes and march the length 
of the floor, and plant the foot correctly at the line. 
JIow beautiful, bow grand must be the movement of a 
body of men who had attained to this ? With courage 
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and loTC of country, how sure would be their Tictoij 
when contending for their liberties ? 

yo. J 6. Back Step. 

Take ground to the rear — March, I 

At the word march^ the soldier carries back the left 
foot directly to the rear, and plants it 30 inches from 
the other. The body (as in all the other steps) kej^ 
sqnarc to the front, and erect. On hearing the word 
halt^ the soldier places the foot (which is then raised) 
at the proper distance, and brings the other back bf 
the side of it. Performed in ordinary time only. 

No. 17, Oblique Step, 

(PI. I. Fig. 4.) 

This step is also to be practised in ordinary tims 
only. Wliilc on the march, the officer will order-* 

To the right oblique. 
(When the right foot strikes the ground,) 

March, 

At the word march^ the soldier will place his left 
foot directly in front of the right, about |- of a foil 
paro ; the next step of the right foot will be 30 inches, 
or a full pace, and placed in such a manner that he will 
hnvp (rninod to the right, about -|. of a full pace. The 
words then ought to bo given — One — Ttco, orRight^^ 
Jjf'ft — with so much of a pause between as to give the 
soldier time to got fixed in his position. Wheil the 
ground to the right 11 nk is gained, according to the 
design, the oflicer commands — 
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Forxcaril'^March. 

At the vrordforzoard^ the foot then raised is planted ; 
and at the word march (which ought to be given at the 
iDsfant the foot is down) he resumes the march dirvcf. 

No. 18. To the left oblique-^March. 
This is performed on the same principles. 

REMARKS. 

This step, although dilFicult in practice, is neverthe. 
less ?ery important and necessary. It is a combined 
moTement to gain ground to the front, and to a flank, 
at the same moment. Although not so safe perhaps, 
yet with a small body, and for a short distance, it may 
answer the purpose of the movement in echelon.* 

Rule, 

Make the (list step In guiiiing ground to (ho i\A\X. 
^ilh that foot which is toward the tiank, to which \ ou 
are directed to oblique. Therefore, if it is required to 
gala to the left, makeall the obliquity by the left foot, 
the right being placed directly in front, every time it 
is moved. 

m 

No. 19. Sidt,^ Step. 

This is also performed in ordinary time. It may be 
begun with the right foot, which is not the case with 
any of the other steps. It is of use in opening the ranks 
in file marching, or when the ranks are faced for filing, 

• See Echelon explained— Part 2. No. 11. 
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and io opening or closing files ; in moving an entire 
line, when in position of filing a small distance. If it 

he desired to close the files, it will be'ordered-— 

« 

To the right close — March. 

At the word march the soldier carries his right foot 
directly to the right, 12 inches, preserving the line on 
which he is placed ; the left foot is brought up to it, 
with so much of a pause as will equal the time of tak. 
ing a full pace ; the head turned to the right, if closing 
to the right. At the word halt^ resume the first po. 
sition. 

If it be required to open ranks, or separate onedivi. 
slon from another, or move the whole or any part of a, 
line, the number of steps are named by the officer in 
giving the words of command, as— 

Three side steps to the right — March. 

Performed on the same principles as the other. But 
the step may be lengthened to 30 inches. 

No. 20. Long Step. 

This step is practised in ordinary and quick time. 
It is useful in line and open column, to gain ground 
where it may have been lost by some impediment in 
part of the line, or where the proper distance has been 
lost in open column of march. In any of the like or 
other cases, where it may be necessary to make an ef- 
fort to gain ground, the step is lengthened to thirty* 
three inches. 

The officer perceiving it necessary to gain groaod, 
he orders, while on the march — 
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Long Step-^^MurchJ* 

The ft0p 18 then extended to thirty -three inches, pre. 

serving the same time, and contiuaed until the order i* 

given- 
Common Step^-^March. 

When the common step of thirty inches is taken, 

and the trne cadence of the common or quick time (as 

the case may be) is to be preserved. 

No. 21. Short Stp. 

This may be necessary after the long step, or at any 

time when acorpsor difision has advanced too far from 

those in rear; and is necessary to check the too great 

progress of any division in rear or front. When he 

perceives it necessary, h^ order s-» 

Short Step'-^March. 
At the word march^ the soldier makes his next step 
otily the length of his foot, after completing the one 
already begun. If the ofUcer gives the orders accu- 
rately, the step may be regularly made. He nill be 
careful to give the words short step^ while one foot is 
raised from the ground ; and the word march^ as soon 
Mtbtt foot which is raised strikes the ground ; which 
irillbe a good rule to observe in all the various alte. 

*Thi8 word may be given, although already on the march. It 
^n be found necessary frequently to make new movements 
vhileon the march ; and the words preceding the word march 
'tfe cautionary, and prepare the soldier for the order to execute i 
ai^d althougfh aheady on the triarchy yet the next movement 
"^^^^ a different one, it cannot here be improperly used. 

This is the French practice, but not the British. 
•2 
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rations of the moyements while on the march. la t^tf 
der to take up the usual step, the officer commandft— < 

Common Step — March, 

» • ■ 

When the step is Immediately extended to 30 inches. 

No. 22. Time Step. ' 

This step is designed merely to preserve or mark ike 
time while on the march. It may be necessary to keep 
the same ground, afnd preserTO the time without gaioiog 
or losing ground ; as where a front division may have 
io wait for one in the rear to advance, or where a front 
division meets with some impediment, the whole must 
wait for the front to advance. When the officer com- 
mands — 

Mark Time — March. 

The word march is to be given while the right foot 
is coming to the ground ; the left foot is flung oat so 
far forward as to straighten the leg, and without con- 
straint, when it is brought back and placed by the 
right foot, within the time of making one fitep. Ao 
alternate moving out the feet, and replacing them on 
the same ground, is continued until the officer orders^-— 

Forward — March, 
When the common step of thirty inches is resumed. 

No. 23. Lock Step,* 

(Pi. I. Fig. 3.) 
This is particularly useful in the deployment of co- 
lumns, and yx all file marching. It is not u^ed In the 

• The same fc t?ie «' Deploj^ step*' of SaUern. 




4rin tmtilJi nomber of files are rornied iii a rank ; 
-wticn, being faced to the right or left, and orderMi to 
march, the second file plants his left foot oppoailii the 
ball of the right foot of the onediredlv befure htm, in 
the place from whence the left fool of the teadrr wat 
taken, earh one tdking ifeps rf thirty inches : bjr 
which means, everj soldier retains his true relaliie 
situation, and when brought into line, «U1 orcupj no 
Store ground than will be necessary for the formalion 
of close files, if the march has been correclly perform* 
ed by the lock step. It is used both in commou and 
quick lime. 

Jin.li. Balance Slep. 

This step is not prsclised excepting in thedrill. It 
is executed in the following manuer. At the words 
'Balance Slejt— March ; The left leg is extended, and 
carried forward with a slraight knee ; the toe pointed 
■ little downwaid, and suspended from the ground, 
with the whole weight of the body on the right fool. 
The attitude in other respects as in the first (losilion. 
At the word RfgM, the left foot is planted firm on 
the ground, and the right instanlly raised, and carried 
forward, and suspended in the same manner ; the 
weight of the body on the left leg. The words Right 
— Lrft — are (hen given, wtlh sufficient pause between 
them, to allow the soldier lime to confirm his step, and 
bttlance his body in a proper manner. The mnrch 
may be continupd nolil the otEcer gives the wrrd — 
Halt. The soldier may then be practised in Btanding 






20 KLteMENTS OF WAR. 

firml^r on one leg, and swinging the other directly to 
the front, and bark to the rear. In performing this, 
there ought fo be no other motion in the body or 
limbs above the hip joint. 

REMARKS. 

The principal object in this step is to habituate the 
soldier to march erect, without wavering or jostling^ * 
or unnecessary motion in the body or limtis, and that 
the step at all times should appear easy, and withovl 
great bodily exertion; particularly to have habituiU^ 
at command the exact balance of the body in all the 
various steps, and the easy motion or swing of tlrt 
leg (which is raised,) from the hip joint. The soldier 
19 extremely apt to bend the knee too much when 
marching, which arises in no small degree from the 
want of practice in this step. If he obtain the habit 
of the easy swing of the whole leg, as if it ^ere hung 
at the hip joint, it will prevent bendkng the knee* 
It is believed that this step, although never used in 
this country, in the drill, would be found the most 
useful of any of the steps in preparing the soldier for 
marching^ handsomely and independently, without the 
guide of his fellows. 

The first position ; the various facings and steps, as 
already pointed out, having been taught and become 
familiar to the soldier ; he is prepared to receive his 
musket, to take the same positions, and to perform the 
same movements, tcith arms. 
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SECOND DIVISION. 

Ko. 1. Second Position* The Soldier vith ArmsJ^ 

(PL f. Fiy. 2.) 

The position of the soldier zciihouf arms is similar 

to that zsith arms^ excepting a small tariation as re. 

specfs the left arm. In the position of shouldered 

arms^ the musket is placed perpendicularly, resting 

on the left hand, and against the shoulder ; the elbow 

dose to the body ; the arm extended downward, near. 

]y the whole length ; the four fingers under the butt ; 

the thumb in front ; the weight of the musket resting 

on the hand, and not on the fingers ; the fore part of the 

butt even with the front of the thigh ; the cartridge 

box so far back as not to be pressed between the arm 

and body. With these particulars observed, it may 

be remarked, that the position of the body and mus. 

ket should be such, that a line dropped from the muz. 

zle would pass down the centre of the body on the left 

side to the ancle joiut.' 

* It 18 thought proper to put arms into the hands of the 
soldier, before he proceeds to wheeling, and file inarching. 
Although different from the directions for the European ar- 
mies, it will relieve the mind of a militia soldier from the 
pressure of too many difficult movements at the outset, and 
change tlie fatigue of continual stepping, to the oxerclse bf 
the musket. 
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REMARKS. 

The diflerence between this position of shoulderti 
arms^ and the one described by Baron Steuben, al- 
though it may appear to be trifling, yet this inu 
provement is evidently a very important one. Tfti 
position, according to the Baron, is such that tlie 
elbow must be always in the way, while in close 
order ; beside the disadvantage of the more unna- 
tural and uneasy position of the arm, and still greater 
disadvantage of taking up much more ground In ex- 
tending the line. It is an object of vast importance, 
to place on a given line as many men as can conveni- 
ently act. Besides the advant&ge which is gained by 
compressing the line, and being more difficult to break, 
the officer who presents the greatest number of men on 
the same length of line, of course presents the greatest 
number of bayonets, and an equal increjiso of fire. It 
is said the ground on which the Americans do now pa- 
rade 600 men, the French would easily parade 1000. 
The soldier with arms having practised the varioos 
steps and facings, as described in the first division of 
the drill, he may then be put to the manual and ;^/^ 
toon exercise. One rank in open files would be the 
most eligible, as each soldier might then be seen, and 
the proper instruction given to each one, as might ap' 
pear to be necessary. Open files ought to be the man- 
ner of parading for this purpose, in order to oblige 
every soldier to depend on himself, during any move, 
ments in the drill, and to prevent his leaning upon or 
crowding his fellows. 
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Note. In the foHnwin»j e\»irisp it ^illbrfmind 
necessary for the officer to fjivn the wi.iHs -^f rnn nni»d 
deliberately, distiiicU^, and ^ifJi a Mjit:ihit» pR-ite he. 
tween them. In triii «il| h^* expert prpcisinn in the 
exercise, unless the command is audible, and correi*t]j 
timed. 



Platoon Exercise. 

1. Load nrms. 

2. 0|M»n pans. 

3. Iliuulle caitridue. 

4. Open cartrid|^e. 

5. Prime. 

6. Shut pan. 

7. About. 

8. Charge. 

9. Dra\* rammer. 

10. Ram down cartridge. 

11. Return rammer. 

12. Shoulder arms. 



Manual Exercise, 

1. Present arms, 

2. Shoulder arms. 

3. Fix bayonet. 

4. Secure arms. 

5. Shoulder arms. 

6. Adfance arms. 

7. Shoulder arms. 

8. Support arms. 

9. Carry arms. 

10. Slope arms. 

11. Carry arms. 

12. Port arms. 

13. Charge bayonet. 

14. Shoulder arms. 

15. Unfix bayonet. 

16. Trail arms. 

17. Shoulder arms. 

18. Reco?er arms. 

19. Carry arms. 

20. Rest 

Note. This may be useful in habitualina; the soldier 
to the use of the musket ; but all the motions (except- 
ing those necessary for the loading and firing and 



13. Ready. 

14 Aim. 

15 Fire, 

16. Shoulder arms. 

17. Order arms. 

18. Rest. 
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charge with bayonef) are to be considered of minor ' 
importance in any other point of view. 

No. 2. Manual Exercise* 

The words for the Manual Kxercise are to be given' 
in the foregoing order, and are to be executed and ex- 
plained in the manner following. 

I. Present jirms, 

1. With fhe left hand turn the piece briskly in its 
place, and at the same time seize it with the right, at 
the small part, just below the cock. 

2. Carry the piece in front of the left eye, the left 
hand placed flat against the stock, immediately aboT0 
the guard, and pointed upwards ; the lock to the 
front ; the elbows down ; the piece perpendicular. 

3. Sink the piece the full extent of the right arm, 
directly in front of the left eye ; the weight of the 
musket principally in the left hand, which holds at 
the swell ; the right hand steadying the piece at the 
small part ; the thumb under the cock.* 

* In the French Manual there is no motion of the foot. 
This attitude is preferred for several reasons, particularly be« 
cause the soldier retains his position while the reviewing of- 
ficer passes him ; but in the former mode, he loses the sol- 
dier's position in carrying back the right foot ; and the review- 
ing othcer has not the opportunity to witness the soldier's cor>^ 
rect standing attitude. It has a tendency also while movin£^ 
the foot, to occasion a jostling, and an improper motion in the 
line, at a time when there should be perfect steadiness. Tliis 
attitude is as easy for the soldier as the former one, if tbeboc^ 
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II. Shoulder Arms, 

1. Cast ap the piece to the left shoulder, turning 
the barrel to the front at the same time ; drop the 
left hand and receive the butt in the usual manner. 

2. Drop the right hand, and resume the first position 
of the soldier. 

III. Fix Bayonet. 

1. Eitend the left arm full length downward ; seixe 
the piece abore the swell, with the right hand. 

2. Quit the butt of the piece with the left hand, and 
place it immediately above the right, sliding the piece 
at the same time down the left side ; grasp the socket 
of the bayonet, with the right hand, in such manner, 
that the ball of the thumb may be pressed against the 
blade when drawn ; draw and fix with a quick mo. 
tion. 

3. Carry the piece briskly to the shoulder, with the 
left hand, seizing the small part with the right, resum- 
ing the position of shouldered arms. 

IV. Secure Arms. 

1. Bring the hand across the body, seizing the piece 
at the small part below the lock ; raise the left hand, 
placing It in front of the barrel at the swell ; the 
back of the band towards the front ; the left elbow 
flat againt the breech of the piece. 

is pmperly balanced, and the right arm extended without con- 
ftramt. 

3 
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% Bring down the muzzle of the piece smartly to 
the /root, inclining it downward, coveriug aud coo. 
filling the piece under the left arm. 

3. Carry the right hand to its place. 

V. Shoulder Arms. 

Bring up the piece with the left hand to the 
shoulder ; seize it at the small stock with the right, and 
adjust to the first position of shouldered arms. 

VT. Advance Arms. 

1. BrinflT up the piece opposite the left eye^ as in 
Present Arms. 

% Carry the piece to the right side ; receive it with 
the right arm ; the barrel as^ainst the right shoulder 
the thumb and fore finger on the guard, and the other 
fingers under the cock of the gun. 

3. Carry the left hand to its place. 

VII. Shoulder Arms. 

1. Bring up the piece to the Present. 
% Shoulder, as from presented arms. 

VIII. Support Arms. 
(PI. 11 Fig. 1 ) 

1. Raise the piece with the left hand^ and the sam« 
instant seize it about four inches betow the lock with 
the right hand. 

9. Bring up the left hand from the butt, carrying 
the arm across the body, immediately below the lock, 
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» that the cock of the gun shall rest on the left ann ; 
the \pft hand Aat upon the right breast. 
3. Drop the right hand to its usual place. 

IX. Car r If Arms* 

1- With the right hand seixe the piece immediately 
^W vbere the left arm crosses. 

3. Place the left band under the butt. 

3. Drop the right hand to its place ; sink the piece 
^iik the left hand to the soldier's position. 

X. Slope Arms. 

t^rop the muzzle of the piece back, and carry it on 
^^ thonlder at ease. 

XI. Carry Arms. 

tieplace the piece with the left hand, and reiume 
/^^ position of shouldered arms. 

_. XII. Port Arms^ (or Prepare to Charge.) 

(PI II. Fig. 2.) 

IFIing out the butt with the left hand ; seize it at the 
^^^^all with the right ; bring down and receive it fqU- 
^^^ the left hand, barrel upwards, and left hand uearlj 
^^ high as the left shoulder ; the piece pressed by tlie 
^^Sht hand against the lower part of the right breast 

I'^ote. In this position the barrel of the musket is 

^^^gonally across the body, the muzzle slanting or 

l^^^inting upwards. This is not found in the French 

^^^Qual, It b esteemed as very useful by the British 
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troops, and is uniTersally practised by them, especitf i 
\y as a preparatory motion to the charge with the Imf^ I 
onet. The military man ^ill readily believe tfaattroiipi 1 
advancing to the charge would mo?e more easily aill ] 
rapidly with urms at thepor^, than when brought fol- 
ly down to the charge. It is an excellent positioa 
to guard and defend, and instantly may be brought t« 
the charging position. 

XIII. Charge Bayonet, — (From the Port,) 

Half face to the right, by turning on the left beel; 
plant the hollow of the right foot directly in rear of 
the left.* Bring down the piece against the right tbigh| 
just below the hip joint ; grasp it firmly with beth 
hands, and press with the right against the hip ; tba 
muzzle pointing in such a manner as to take the loirtf 
part of the breast of an antagonist. 

Note.— In this manner of charging bayonet, the line 
may advance with more ease, closer files, and more men 
en the same extent of a line, and less liable to be btf. 
ken than in the method of Baron Steuben ; the soldier 
has a more complete command of his musket, or bay- 
.MAt* being kept at the hip with the right hand, it 
serveb «t. o nivot on which to move and manage the 
bayonet with the left hand at pleasure. 

XIV. Shoulder Arms. 
1. Resume the front position, by turning on the left 

• This may be done when standing in line ; but when mov- 
ing to the churge, the exact position, square to the front, must 
be maintained. 
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leel ; briog the piece to the left shoulder, and recei? e 
Qie butt ID the left band as before. 

% Drop the right band to the usual place of shouU 
ieied ams. 

XV. Unfis Bayonet 

1. As in fixing bayonet. 

2. As in second motion of fixing bayonet, excepting 
the right band disengages the bayonet from the muzzle 
tfthe piece, and sheaths, instead of drawing it. 

3. Shoulder, as when fixing bayonet. 

XVI. Trail Arms, 

1. As the first motion of ordering arms. 

9. Incline the muzzle of the piece forward ; the butt 
fiiree or four inches from the ground, suitably balanc- 
ed in the) Tight hand ; the arm at length, resting against 
the right hip ; the left hand at length, by the left side. 

XVII. Shoulder Arms. 

1. Fling up the piece with the right hand to the left 
shoulder ; receive it with the left hand, as in first po- 
sition. 

^. Drop the right hand to the right side. 

XVIII. Recover Arms* 

Grasp the piece just below the lock, with tha 
right hand, and at the same instant bring up the piece 
briskly in front of the left breast, seizing the piece at 
the swell with the left hand ; the right thumb on th« 
€ock ; the piece perpendicular ; the lock in front* 

♦3 
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XIX. Carry Arms, 

1 . Replace the piece at the shoulder ; drop smartly 
the left hand to the butt. 

^. Sink the piece to its place ; drop the right hand. 

XX. Order Arms, 

1. Extend the left arm downward full length; a| 
the same instant grasp the piece with the right hand 
above the swell ; drop the left hand ; carry the piece with 
the right to the right side, sinking it the full extent of 
the arm, so that the butt shall be not more than two or 
three inches from the ground.* 

% Let the piece slip through the hand, until U 
strikes the ground. 

Note. The piece should stand perpendicular, with* 
out touching, the shoulder, unless when standing at 
case ; the butt planted near the toes of the right foot ; 
the right arm full length ; the barrel supported by 
placing the thumb and fore finger in front, and the 
other fingers in rear of the barrel. 

XXI. Rest. 

At this xcord^ the soldier draws back the right foot ; 
the left knee a little bent ; the barrel brought io rest 
against the hollow of the' shoulder ; the right hand 
brought round, resting on the stock, at ease. 

• The British make two motions of this, but the French only 
'dne. 
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No. $. PLATOON EXERCISE. 

Atieniion. 

At this word the soldier steps nimbly up with the 
right foot, and resumes the position of ordered arms. 

Shoulder Arms, 
Performed as from trailed arms. 

I. Load Arms. 

1. Turn on the left heel ; half face to the right ; plant 
the right foot .square behind (he left heel ; turn the 
piece with the left hand ; the lock to the front ; at the 
same moment seize the small part below the lock with 
the right hand. 

2. Bring down the piece with the right hand, the 
left receiving it at the swell ; the small part and butt 
under the right arm, and against the body, just below 
the right breast ; the muzzle to the front, a little raised, 
and as high as the eyes ; the left elbow against the hip, 
supporting the piece ; the right thumb against the top 
of the pan.co?er ; the fingers closed up to the palm of 
the hand ; the right arm, from the elbow to the wrist, 
flat against the butt. 

II. Open Pan. 

While the left hand supports the piece, force open 
the pan with the right, and immediarel} carry the right 
to the cartridge box, between the butt and the body. 
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III. iiimdle Cartridge* 

Take the cartridge from the box, carry it to tli9 
mouth, and wait for the word. 

IV. Open Cartridge. 

Apply the teeth, and twist 'o0^ the end of the car- 
tridge; slip the thumb over the powder; carry the 
hand to the pan, keeping the cartridge perpeodii^alAr ; 
the palm inwards ; the elbow against the butt* 

V. Prime. 

Incline the head forward, and glance the eyes for «• 
instant upon the pan ; fill the pan with powder froflft 
the cartridge; close the same with thumb and finger to 
prevent the powder scattering ; place the hand behind 
the pan.coTer ; the two lower fingers against the back 
of it ; the elbow lying on the butt ; raise thebead* 

VI. Shut Pan. 

Brace the piece firmly with the left hand ; shut quick- 
ly the pan with the two lower fibgers ; bring the palm 
of the right hand against the small stock, and the two 
lower fingers under it; the elbow a little from the 
body. 

VII. About. 

1. Extend the right arm (while the piece is sus* 
pended by the left) and swing it round on the left 
side ; the ramrod turned inwards ; slip it through the 
hand as far the middle pipe ; the right hand under the 
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cocIl ; turn on the left heel to the front ; bring up 
the right heel to the hollow of the left foot. 

%>Let go the right hand; sink the piece to the 
ground with the left, the right at the same moment 
l)rought to the muzzle; the piece crossing the left 
thigh ; the mazzle directl)^ in front of the body. 

VIII. Charge. 

Raise the elbow to a level with the muzzle ; enter 
the cartridge ; shake the powder into the barrel ; 
tarning the under edge of the hand upwards ; th« 
palm outward. 

IX. DrazD Rammer. 

1. Drop the elbow^ and with the thumb and finger 
Kdze the rammer at the butt ; extend the arm at length 
upwards ; draw and seize the rammer in the middle, 
iNick handed ; the arm still extended ; the rammer 
between the thumb and finger ; turn it on its centre 
between the body and bayonet, by the thomb and fin- 
ger, without any motion of the arm. 

2, Enter the butt of the rammer into the barrel a^ 
fax as the hand. 

X. Ram down^^Cartridge. 

1. At the words Ram Down^ slip up the hand to 
the small end of the rammer, the arm at full length ; 
gripe it with the thumb and finger. 

3. At the word Cartridge^ drive it forcibly into the 
barre1,two or three strokes ; take it again by the small 
end. 
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XI. Reiurn-^Rammer* 

1. Extend (he arm ; draw and turn it on th^cenfn^ 
as pointed out in the first motion of Draw Rammer* 
% Enter it at the pipes ; thrasi it down to iff 
place ; the fingers on the top. 

XII. Shoulder jirms, 

1. Cast up the piece quickly with the left hand, and 
seize it at the swell ; at the same time gral^p the sniall 
part below the lock with the right hand. 1 

2 Come to the position of shouldered amit, i»alr 
ready directed. 

XIII. Ready. 

1. With the left hand turn the piece in iH plac% 
9nd come to the recover. 

d. Force down the cock with the right thumb^ uA 
bring the right hand down at the small part under the 
lock ; the right elbow pressed gently against the 
breech ; the piece perpendicular. 

XIV. Aim. 

Bring down the piece on a level ; the butt firmly 
against the shoulder ; the left hand at the swell, and 
elbow down ; the right hand behind the lock ; the 
fore finger on the trigger, and the other fingers and 
thumb grasping the small part ; slip the right foot 
back rW inches; bring the head down to the piece and 
aim well. 



XV. Fire. 

FdlMlieM^^r lnAfanlly ; raise the hrad ; replace 
thp right foot; dff'p the brrerh, and carry it partl]^ 
indipr the arm ; the for*> fifigor on the cock. 

If loading is Dot again intended, the word will be 
giTen— 

XVf. Shoulder — Arms, 

At thelrord Shoulder^ (which is to be given, witJi 
t panse) rock *he firpl«»ck. At fhe word Arms^ come 
l)mk1\ to the position of shoul'^ered arms. 

N. B. The order to Rest may here be gif en, if de. 
sired. 

BKMARKS. 

A pause of two seconds at least should be made bj 
the officer between the words Shoulder^ and ArmSy to 
^ve (Jie time necessary for rocking the piece. 

Efery word of command onght to be deliberatelj 
gi?pu, an^ a pause of nearly two seconds bet^veen the 
leveral words in the Manual and Platoon Exercise ; 
esppcially between those words which may be consi- 
dered as cautionary, (to put the soldier on his guard,) 
ind those which are of execution. For instance, ia 
ghing the words — R ady^^ muse — one, two, three, 
four;*— w^tm — one,two ; Fire — pull iosiantly at the 



* At the rite of 75 per minute. 
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Vford, The reason of making a longer pause at tlM 
-word Ready ^ is to give the soldier 'time to recover, 
and cock his piece deliberately^ ; and the officer tf see 
that every piece is kept perpendicalar. 

In going through with the firings, it is fnpo«ible 
that the s'oldier should perform correctly, onlesvlW 
words are \^e1) timed, and suitable pauses made. The 
officer must be habituated to an exact measure of flie 
time^ and then, even if the words should not be p6r- 
feotly distinct, the habit of soldiers would enable 
them to fire exactly IMo doubt they would be idile 
to do it even without any wordp "but the wotd^'Ji^ 
if the officer has always given them exact time. '^As 
much depends on the officer for performing the exer- 
cise with accuracy, as on the soldier. t> i. 

In order to habituate the soldier to th« trscrtimai 
it will be well to perform the Manual and Platoon Ex. 
ercise by the tap of the drum. The drummer ought to 
be regulated by the pendulum, if bis' experience wiU 
not enable him to give the time exactly. 

In performing by platoon or company, an experi. 
enced soldier ought to be placed before them, as a flu. 
geUman, from whom they may take the motions. 

The tap of the drum is given for each position of 
the Manual Exercise. 

For loading and firing, let there be seven divisions ; 
a tap of the drum for each division. This may be de« 
nomiiiated loading in quick time^ as follows: 



mm or was. 
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No. 4- Loading in Quick Time. 
In ll« Firit Division^ orjirsi tap of the drum. 

Take the loadiog position ; open pan ; handle car. 
tridge ; open cartridge and prime ; pause, with the 
lover right hand fingers on the pan-corer, to cast 
toond together. 

1^ Second tap of the drum. 

Shut the pan ; cast round together ; charge with 
cartridge; pause with the hand on the butt of the 
iU|rod. . 

Third do. 

Draw rammer ; ram down cartridge ; pause, with 
AethoiBb and finger on the small end of the ramrod* 

Fourth do. 
Eetturo the rammer, and shoulder arms. 

Fifth do. 
Ready. 

Sixth do. 
Aim. 

Seventh do. 
Fire. 

No. 5. Loading in Quickest Time. 

The words are merely giren-— 
4 
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Prime and Load'-^iuicteii jLtmc, 

Oa hearing this order, the loldier inoMdittrif 
comes to the loading position ; performs the motmm 
regularly withoot any farther order, and- with w l ob [ 
serving the pauses, as when loading in 6*o«aio% <oc 
Quick Time; and shoulders his masketwhentlirloid-r 
iDg is completed. 

% 

• m 

RBMABKS. 

Although the loading in Quickest Time majrini 
have that regular appearance in the exercise, as- Ihift 
of the Common or Quick Time ; especially wilhailL' 
tia men, where there is so great a diflferenceaa to thi 
expertness of loading : yet, as it is the mode ipott tO'be 
used in case of actual engagement with an enemy, it 
18 important that the troops should be habituated to 
this manner of loading. It is said that troops well 
disciplined will '' load and fire at least thriee, and 
efen four times in a minute, with regularity and 
case."* Undisciplined troops would not fire rebv* 
LARLT more than once in a minute. What then most 
1)e the advantage of discipline, even when there is oa 
occasion of making any movements ? It is at least as 
three to one^ when standing in the field. But in the 
evolutions, the difference cannot be calculated. 

This lesson may be concluded by habituating the 
soldier to fire correctly, both in the direct and oBlique 

* De Lacroiz, page 86. 
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■ings, or (o the front direcl, ftiid to the riglif and 
teft obliquely. Here le( it bo rFmarkci), thai the sol- 
llier aerar ought to begin wrong as lo the munner of 
^relliiig his piece. To obtain ih? bal)it of the true 

istilon of the moskct in the liring*. is of much conie. 
■euc«, especiRlIf as it regards taking aim The ha- 
ll whkh has obtained in many place*, of elevating, or 
ilbei' raising the muzzle of the mu'tel, is so unsoU 
ler like, and so contrary to every principle of disci, 
liite^ (bit an oHicer or soldier, after refierlion, nilt 
■K retain it, as it destroys the whole object of using 
Dirderror instruction ; li is not only lost, but norse 
nn l^st-, as the bad habit once lived, is difficult 
trootout. It is easier lo ^ofn f»o men than un. 
mn* one. It i^ better (hen, that the youiiR soldier 
lould have no attachment to this uasoldier-like habif. 

Observe — That the musket when brought down to 
like aim, is to be pressed ^ri;i/^ against the shoulder; 
le muzzle a little below the level. The stronger the 
nt of the piece is pressed to the shoulder, the less 
inter will there be in the discharge, both to himself 
Ihd his fellow. If paraded in two ranks, the rear is to 

I closed up to the front rank ; the soldiers iti the rear 

!p a little to the right, and present their pieces seve. 
Iilly on the right of the file leader. In this position 

re is less danger to the front rank in the firings. 

Chis subject will be noticed more particularly in 

't lU. or Compauy Discipline. 



I 
I 
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THIRD DIVISIOK. 

Till true position of the soldier ander ftrms, beinf 
•nee understood according to the rules laid down in 
4he Second Division, it is to be observed as the posi- 
tion for all the future moToments. 

The soldiers being paraded in one rank, the files aif 
to be closed elbow to elbow, so that the arm may be 
moved without crowding each other, or interfering with 
adjoining files : The officer should post an ezperieiioed 
soldier or non-commissioned officer on the right wUhf. 
who will march directly to the front, when ordered| 
and by whom they will be regulated in their move- 
ments. 

No. 1. To march to the front direct* 

Platoon^^Forward — March. 

At the word march^ step ofi" with the left foot first, 
as already directed for a single file, every one taking 
care to step exactly at the same moment. Observe— 

1. To keep the light touch of the elbow of the one 
OD the side towards the pivot, or directing flank. 

% To keep the elbows close to the body. 

3. To yield to the pressure from the pivot pr leading 
flank. 

4. To resist the press|ure from the reverse flank. 

If these rules are not observed, the files will open ; 
the march will be indirect^ and the line will have lost 



'iginfti corrPrlnc9!i, The platoon h&tinK marched 
to Ihp frnnl in rontinon rime a suffirieDt <)i!iuti<'e ; the 
officer wishing to accelerale ihe movemenl, orders'^ 

No. 3. Quick— March. 

Whpti the movement is to be increased to 108 steps 
I ■ minute, as already directed for ibe single snlJier 
To resoRie the ordinary time, the officer orders — 

Common Thnr— March. 
On (he word march, resume the ordinary itep, as 
iKrelofore directed. 

RBHABX3. 
What has alreaily been obaerted in the first division 
«F Ihe drill, is thought to be sufRcient to gite an ides 
of the different kinds of steps, and varions kinds of 
time, by which they are severally refculated. It will 
Kvl be necessary here to repeat it ; but to direct, that 
the platoon is to be mnred and marched by all thedlf. 
tttfnt steps, according to their time, as there particu- 
larly detailed. And having gone through with these, 
Uie platoon may be instructed in wheeling, filing, 
marching, and firing. 

No. S. Marching Si/ FiUi. 

The platoon being prepared, and a well dlsciplin. 
U soldier or oon.rommissinned oFTicer to direct the 
~iarch, by the side of the leading file, the officer givei 
fte caution— 
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The PUtoon will march to the right by FUei. "^ 

To the right face — March. 

At the word Face, they will all face to the rigMqt 
at the word March, they will step off together by the 
lock step, as described in the first diYisioD, No. ti* 



.1! 



No. 4. Turning by Filets 

While on the march, the officer order 



■H- 



I' 



» By File — to the right turn — March. 

At the word March, (which ooght to be f^Ten.wIiUett 
the foot is raised) the soldier quickly turns his body to 
the right, and steps off in the new direction, preserf ing 
the time, and length of step. Each successive file tnnis 
on the same ground, carefully preserving the lodi 
step. 

A non-commissioned officer, or in want thereof, ta 
espontoon, or some other monument, should be placed 
at the point of turning, so that every soldier shall tan 
on the same grQund. 

No. 5. To halt the Platoon. 



Platoon^ Halt-^Front. 

At the word Halt, bring up the feet to the first p0^ 
sitioii. At the word Front, face to the left. 

Rule. It is to be observed in all cases, that when 
an order is given to front, the soldier is always to turn 
in such manner, that each one may retain his relative 



namvn o* wm. 

jUnntion ; or in other wordi, rach one mast retain 
original right hand man in the line. 

Marcbini; by files to the left flank it executed on tl. 
Briar principles. 

. I1£MABKS. 

Pile inarching ia thr most dilficult o 
pointed out for the soldier. It requires the i 
itearied Btlenlion, both nf officers and soldien 
iportaul Id be understood, as it U difticul 
. All deployments and formations of close co. 
laiun are executed by file marching, and other necfssa- 
ij formations effected by it. It is not properly done 
niTe«rs executed by the lock step. If the lock slep is 
lot taken irhen forming; or deploying (he close co. 
lAmri, or any rormalions by filing, a single compi«iiy 
■ ill hare opened their files so much, (hat when ordered 
rm, and front, they will occupy sufficient ground 
far 3 grand division. Time must then be consumed, 
to close the ranks ; and in a large body of men, it 
•must create confusion. Certain destruction would 
■wait such a moTemeiit in face of a disciplined ene- 
^y. A modern celebrated writer* directs that when 
'fiie soldier " has acquirfd an ease and facility in 
.rching to a llniik, the instructer will practise them 
ttiis species of marching, in ^oicA time. The prac. 
ttce of this will make them §ensible of the neressi. 
fctfc of maintaining thc/ooAs/e/) in marchins to a Hank, 



md of ob^e/vitig the cadc'ni'e of (he step, and the up- 



* M'Dunald-- 
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riffht position of the bod)^.** He has also the follow^ 
ing rules. 

^^ That at each step, the man in rear of an«AW 
shall pUnt his font on the spot, at least from w1mmS|^ 
the man in front of hiro has raised his foot. 

^^ The [soldier] is not to bend the knee, which hs 
irill be apt to do, to aToid treading on the heels of As 
man before him. , 

^^ The head of a man preceding another, most coftf ' 
in, and hide from this last, the heads of all the nsi. 

'i 

who may be in front ; because this constitutes the sol*, 
est rule that can be laid down for marching on, aiia 
covering the leader of the file." 

No. 6. Dressing a Platoon. 

Observe, 1. To place two files on the right, two pi- 
ce^ in advance of the line to be dressed. When tke 
files are advanced to designate the line for dressing, tk(| 
officer will order the remainder of the old or croolu 
ed line, to move up one by one, and form in line with 
the two files which are advanced. 

Observe, ^. If the new line be two steps in ad- 
vance, let the last step be only 18 or % inches, and 
then move up carefully to the line ; the body squtrs 
to the front ; the knees straight ; the head and eysi 
turned to the right, in order to ascertain the true line. 

Observe, 3. Never to step over the new line ; be- 
cause it is much easier to dress forward, than back- 
ward : and the rule ought always to be cftiserved, to 
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halt or check a little, before jon arrive on the line oa 
which yoo are to dress. 

Obserre, 4. To stand perfectly erect ; otherwise it 

ivill not be in your power to dress correctly. The 

liead a little too much forward or backward will alter 

-the line. 

^ O^rve, 5. To close up to the right hand man, so 

u to take the light touch of the elbow ; stand perfect* 

Ij steady, .with the head to the right, because a con. 

ttant motion, or turning the head, would discompose 

the SQCceedlDg files, and prevent the formation of the 

line so readily. 

The sereial files having moved up in succession, and 
taken their places in the line, observing the foregoing 
rales, the officer orders— 

Headi Front. 

The bead is brought to the front, without any mo- 
tbn of the body. 

Observe, that if any file is out of the line, he most 
bp designated, (having previously numbered them) and 
directed to dress up, or back, as may be necessary ; the 
others, who are correctly aligned, and not designated 
ts wrong, will not move the head, or any part of the 
body, while the one who is pointed out, is correcting 
t&e first error. 

Having practised sufficiently in this way, the whole 
rank is brought op at one word of command ; the two 
OB the right being placed in advance. 
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By the Hght'^Fonoard'^Dresf, 

The wbole rank advance at the word dress, ohM 
iDg the rules already laid down for a single file. 

By (he left — Forward^'DresS'. 

Follow the directions given for dressing bj' 
right. If it be necessary to dress in a line to 
rear, the words will be— 

By the right (or left) to the rear ^ Dress* 

The two files being placed in the rear, oa the intei 
ed line, the other files step back of the newly Intenc 
line, (or the two files,) and dress up In the raani 
before directed* 

REMARKS. 

In air future manoeuvres this will beTery usef 
These rules for dressing a line being strictly adhe 
to, much time will be saved in the alignments i 
that uncertainty, wavering, and varying backward i 
forward, which is often seen in the militia, greatlj 
the mortification of good officers, will be -entirely 
medied. 

These principles are applicable to every milifa 
body, either large or small. 
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^5^0. 7. Wheeling to the right, 

(See Part II. No. 9, on Wheeling^.) 
Platoon to the right tcheel—^Ma ch. 

At fhp word Marrh^ step oil with (he left foot first, 
be pivot man (or the one on the ri^^ht in (his case) 
irks time, neither loses nor gains, but turns on hii 
vn ground to preserve the same front %i ith the platoon, 
he eyes turned to the left, (except the man on (he 
??erse flank) to observe the motion of the nhet^ling 
ank. The soldier on the wheelin/i; or left flank takes 
teps of 3S inches, or long slej}^ and the interme<]iate 
ties wiir regulate their step accordinji^ly, and describe 
»Be quarter part of a circle, which is called a full 
theel^ and halt at the word. 

Wheeling to the left is executed on the same prin. 
eiples. 

No. 8. Wheeling backward, 

Plaioon'-''^n the left backward wheel'-^March, 

At- the word March^ the platoon moves by the back 
step, (he pivot man preserving his ground ; the whole 
<^nbing one quarter part of a circle, and halt at the 
Kord. 

Observe to touch the left hand man, when wheeling 
m this manner, and look to the right. 

^'^^0011— ort the right backward wheel^March* 
^^eel on the right, as before on the left. 
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Observe : When the word is given, On the rightfCt 
On the left wheel — the platoon is to turn on that flank 
named, as a gate on its hinges. 

REMARKS. 

This kind of wheeling is esteemed useful, and ii 
practised in the British army universail)'. With the 
French it is not used. It is the surest and most con 
•rect mode of breaking the line into open column, and 
is not regularly done by wheeling forward where the 
several divisions that are wheeled are of uneqaal nom- 
bers. The French remedy this inconvenience by filing 
from line into open column. Filing would certaiolf 
be more dan^rous, where troops are not perfectly 
skilled in the lock step ; and they must also lose the 
length of the divisions by which they file into colomn, 

in re-forming line. Wheeling backward therefore 
ought, by all means, to be recommended to the militia; 
but never to attempt this kind of wheeling in divisions 

arger than a company. Filing is then to be preferred* 

No. 9. Wheeling on the Centre. 

Platoon^^n your Centre^^to the Right Wheel-'^ 

March. 

At the word wheels the centre file faces to the righ^ 
the two flank men, one from the right, and one from tl^ 
left, move immediately and take positions, so that a lii^ 
drawn from one to the other would cross the centr^ 
£le at right angles, forming a line with the centre fil^ 
which is already faced in the intended direction of th# 
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itoon '■rheo wheeled. At Ihe word marek (he right 
the ptatoon wheel backward, and ihe left Torward^ 
ill they- form the line already marked by the right, 
ind left Jiles. 

flatoon—^n i/oar Centres-Left Hlicct — March. 
' Executed on similar principles. 

Platoon — On i/our Centre— Risht about IVheel— 

March. 
- At the word wheel, tbe two flank and centre files, 
UaboTe named, come to (he right about. At Ihe word 
tht tbe right wheels backward, and the left forward) 
Amvletely round ud the centre, facing to the former 
le with the three filesi which were faced to 
At right about for Ihe purpose of marking the line- 
No. 10. Wheeling on a moveable Pivot on the 

(PI. 11. Pis'. 5.) 

Right shoiildirs forward— March. 

The word forward is to be given before the platoon 

•TiTesatthe initial point of wheeling, perhaps two pa- 

■?*8, At the word march, the pilot man instead of mark.' 

fitime, as in the other apt cies of wheeling, only short- 

'1 bi« step lo SIX inches, and gains ground gradually ; 

" flank file ofthewhceHng flank, lakes steps of 33 in., 

ea; and the intermediate files in proportion to Iheir 

'Unce, being regulated by the pitot slep of 6 inches, 

■I the reverse of 33 inches. By this means the pirot 



iManli- 



file describes a part of a circle. The officer comnnii<i 
ing) having gained thegrouDddeKired, gives the order — 

Foncurd March. 
At the word march, earh soldier movea square tolh* 
front, which is then obtained by wheeling ; and the se- 
Teral files resume the common step of 30 inches. 

No. 11. Chitnge of direction b;g wheeling on a mott- 
al/le pivoC, on the march. 

Right shoulders fora 

Oi— Left turn— . 

The -worA forward is given two paces before the pi*' 
toon arrives on the wheeling point. At the word march 
the outer file on the pivot Hank faces in the direclio' 
which the plaloon is to take ' which ought to have beei 
designated by markers) and immediately takes up hi 
usual step ii) the new direction ; the other files gai 
ground lij- the long step, and conform to the new di 
reclion, as they arrive successively, and dress by til 
left, without checking the movement of the platoon, 

BF.M4RK3, 

When it is required to wheel, in order fo charge tB 
direcfioD to the right, it may be executed on simUel 
principles ; rememliering, that the soldier is not toopfl 
outfrorathepirot, when wheeling to the left, as he wL 
be very apt to do. It will be the reverse when whee* 
ing the other way, as (he files will be more inclined^ 
presson the pivot file, against which there must be.ca' 
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lion. This Species of wheelio 



of ailrRnlage to ■ 






trhere t|je change of dir 



vill not 



for the 
liied to 



idmit of a full wheel. 

This completes what was deemed nccessar 
drill or disciiiline of the soldier, before he is 
Ike company. 

It nrould be extremely oseful, while teaching young 
men the firsl rudimeuis of tactics, that the design 
ind use of the seteral positions, steps, niarchtiigs, 
wheelings, filings, &c. should be explained to them ; 
otherwise discouragement might be the consequence of 
tbese tedious and dillicult movemeuis, nithoul knowing 
their use or object. 

It cannot be loo strongly Impressed 
Bur yoong men, that as the 
■nilitta for defence, and its sa 
npon their patrioiism and ki 
nggkt to be patient and willing to be instructed. 

Can we too highly estimate the privilege we yet 
•Djoy, to bear our otsn arms, to defend our oien jSre 
liilet, while thousands, instead of weapons of defence, 
toe c/iaSns .? What though it may bear hnrdly upon 
■vine of us, tn obtain that knowled^re which duty may 
dicldte ! What though it be unequally imposed upon 
(lie citizens ? Yet is it not far better to submit cheor- 
'ollj to this burden, than to the expense and danger of 
''landing army, or what is more to be dreaded, the dic- 
tates of a conqueror ? 

Let it be remembered — It is (he part of a good officer 
" encourage and animate, as well as to instruct. 



n the minds of 
lunlry depends on (he 
lion, under God, rests 
wledge of tartics, they 
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PART II. 

•UEFost we proceed to the discipline of the company, 
I '^ my be expedient to explain ^ome of the technical 

terms, and the design and manner of the principal for. 

'^ioDs, and rooiFements generally ; that the reader 
Qiaj more easily understand what may be found in the 
^maintng part of this work. 

In this Part it is designed to treat concisely, of 
formations ; of the Line ; pf Filing ; fVheeling^ 
^nd the Pivots ; of Columns ; Deployment ; Direc- 
^ecters and Markers ; Echelon ; Square ; Counter' 
^archy and Change of Front ; Change of Position ; 
Change of Direction ; Officers^ and Nonmcommission' 
ed Officers ; their places in line or column ; Points 
oj'okvo y the Colours^ and their guard. 

Nor 1. Formations, 

formation, in the sense to be used in tactics, is the 

^^af drawing up and arranging any body of men, ac. 

Wording to certain rules, and principles. It is not 

^^ly applied to arranging, and putting in order any 

•Articular corps^ but to a great yariety of situatioos 

♦5 
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in which such corps may be placed, with all the yar 
ety of changes ; such as the close and open columi 
square, echelon, &c, &c. All these may be formi 
by certain moTements, according to tactical rules 
such as wheeling, filing, &c. indeed it is said th 
the figure has never jel been iiamefl, which might D' 
fie formed by wheeling, or filing a corps of well ili 
ciplined men ; and from these forraations to move in 
lioe. 

No. 2. Of the Line of RegimetU. 



A regimeutj or battalion, 
and formed in line, when (he 
comjiosed are paraded flank 
other, OD one general front, 
line, it is always considered 
longing to it, viz. the point 



is said to be drawn i 
companies of which it 
o Hank, dressed by ea 
In the formation of t 
s having two points I 
nd point 



I 

* 



FuuuATiON. The lirst is that part of the line whi 
the leading flank of the lirsl division rests, and 
which, and from which, the line is formed or pi 
longed. The point to which the line is rootiuned. 
that o( Jormttthn. The ground, therefore, oceap 
by a regiment, or any other corps, always fills 1 
space between the two points of Appui, and Fork 
TiON, It may be paraded in two or mure ranks. 1 
Europeans are formed in three, and the Americi 
in two only. As the militia of this country are < 
ganized with a reference to two ranks ontij, and 
two ranks for giving inslruciion is the most eligifa 
and may be readily formed into three, if required, 
will be considered as formed in two ranks only 



ss . 



pt». "Uie lifipmaj-be fomu 
s it respects the raiiV,at vie. ' 
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Wf in two kindB of order, t 

1. UPBR UKDKR,Bnd 

9 Close Order. 

Open Order — wh*n the rlkr rank tskea groond 

*o rherPBr, and the officers all mote to the front. ^ 

Close Order — when the rear rank is moved to the 

I front rank, within one, two, or three Teel, and nfhcers 

f ■'esume their posts in the Utie. The former is the or. 

<J«r for shew and parade ; the latter, for bii/He. 

The ten companies, of which a regiment is compos. 
Gc), are arranged iti two hatlalions, denominated (irat 
and second, the right taking rank of the left : \-Mch 
battalion in two grand divisions, first and second : 
T^he grand divisions iato companies, distinguishes! bjr 
right ainl left of grand dijisions, or for general pur- 
nt, by their number : F.ach com- 
ins, lirst and second ; E^ach pla- 
toon into two sections. These several divisions ought 
1o tie composed of an equal numher of files, if practi. 
CQble. The regiment, and the^e several divisions of it, 
are commanded particularly by officers and non.com- 
Baissioned olficers, to which they are severally mora 
immediately attached, viz. one lieutenant colonel, who 
Commands the whole ; two majors, first and hi 
whose command is more specially conlined to a singls 
baitalLoii ; the oldest major in ollice to the lirst batta- 
lion, and the youngest to the seccnd. Ten captains,cacb 
commanding a com|)any, to lake rank according to tha 
fciCB of their commissiciii. T.m ^nbBlte^n ollicers in 
^h company, viz- tou lieateoants and ten e 
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UBist the captain rn disciplining and mauffiovriiig tlie 
tf -company. Each company, «ight nqa.commissioned 
I- oflicers, viz. four sergeanls, and four corporals, to tis. 
I tUt in the manageinenl and discipline ; and as pirot 
L.'neD in wheeling, or directors nnd markers in Ibe ma. 
LuiGeuvres. The regiment also has h siaS', viz. an adjib 
V^nl, and quarter.maslpr, who rank as lieatenaDtS; i 
pc]iaplain, a surgpnn and surgeon's mate, and paf. 
1 master ; but have no particular command Bssii;ned 
I them in the line, or any part or section ofit, to whid 
1 they are specially attached. A non.commissioned 
I finff, warranted by the lieutenant colonel, viz. eet- 
i geanl major, quarter-masler sergeant, drum maior,»ni 
fife major. The eight youngest companies are called 
batralion companies ; the iwo oldest are to act as light 
infantry. The two companies which act as light eom- 
panies are to be paraded, one on the right, and tha 
other ou the left, according to the rank of their com. 
roandanis. The eight remaining cam[ianies are parad- 
ed in the following order, beginning on the right, ac 
cordinu to rank : First— Fifth — Third — Seveolh— 
Second— Sis Ih— Fourth— Kighth. By this order of 
formatinn, the four oldest captains are on the right of 
each grand division or half battalion. This order gives 
to each the situation for command of the grand divu 
sion ; the oldest captain of each grand division having 
the immediate command of it, with the same relative si. 
tuation in the grand divi^ion,as the major in the batta- 
lion. The first captain cnmnianding first batialion, the 
second ciiiiiniii Keii.nd bn'lalion, in the absence of ihfl 
majors, and are therefore to be placed on the right of 



liattaVions and hpaJ of I'olumns. The txro light com. 
panics will toyer the right aod lefl flanks of the regU 
ment, and act wiih ihem as circunisiances requiref 
conforming to tho orders of the commandant of tha 
' regiment. The colours are planted, one t>e|ween the 
fwo graitd divisions of the lirst battalion, and (he other 
l^twecn the two grand divisions of the second ; or, in 
«ther words, one between the third and 6fth, and t ha 
vlher between the sixth and fourth com|ianies. 

Owing to a continual change of otficers in the mi. 
litia, it frequently happens that oflieers are put into 
command, without opportunity to examine the con- 
tenls of a whole book on tactics, after their election, 
Knd previous to a review, and without having a know. 
I«l|e of their respective places, when in line or co- 
lumn. I have therefore contrived a Table, by which 
ei<?ry aificer may find his place in a regiment, without 
trouble or study. It cannot be doubted that this Ta. 
ble will save much trouble and confusion, at the re> 
liews especially. In this Table (hey may find, at a 
glance of the eye, what might cost (hem many hours 
to'&nd in the contents of a book- It is to be re. 
marked, as respects the following Tabic, that the 
places there assigned them are to he considered ns the 
hone of the officer, from which he may move occasion. 
ally. The colonel has indeed no lixed gilace In the 
Golamn of march or manauvre. lie superintends the 
movements, and judges for himself where he ciin best 
perform bis duty, and his presence is most wanted. 
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No. S. Of Colurnns. 

These arc either close or open columiM. The for. 
mation is by filing and wheeling from 4ine, with a view 
to take up a new position, and again to deploy or 
wheel into line. The formation and. deptejHieut of 
columns, according to prescribed principles^U the ba- 
sis of all the roanccuTres. 

No. 4. Close Column^ 

■ 

The close-column is formed generallj by filling db 
Ttsions. It may be done by breaking the line iiit# 
open column, and closing the divisions to within onil t 
or two paces. These divisions are generally gitnd 
divisions, companies, or platoons. It may befonned 
on any named division of the line, to the right or leftj 
facing to the front or rear, and may deploy from any 
named division, eithei to right or left, and take ^p a 
new alignment to front or rear of the original lin^. 

The line is generally formed from clo^e columas by 
filing right or left of divisions. 

See No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, Part IV. 

No. 5. Open Column. 

The open column differs from the close column, in 
the distance between divisions of which it is formed* 
The close column is generally formed with an tntervtl \^ 
between the divisions, of one pace ; while that of thi 
opiMi column takes a distance between each division 
(whether column of companies or platoons) equal to 
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^ front or thpseteral divisions. So thalnhen nheeL 
i iulo line, rhe column shsli have orcupieil sullicipiit 
Bound for the fprmation of the line. The open co. 
Bpin at /tf// f/j'sfont'e, is atuajs lo mnintain the same 
ktpiil in its dcjiih, as will be equal to its; front when 
Aeeled inlo line, the length of the leading diiisioO) 
Uy escepted. The march is generally in open co. 
Mn, as the close column would be more fatiguing, 
|d in warn) weather, intolerable, 
iF-ach commandnig officer of the several difieionB of 
^rh the open column is composed, ou^hl (o be able 
k jod^e accurately of distances ; lo preserve iha 
■e wheeling distance on the march ; otherwise, when 
Uered to wheel, the whole may be deranged. 
K¥he open column, right in front, is formed by wheel- 
■ OD the left barkward, (platoons for inerance) or it 
K be done by filing from the right of platoons to 
rear, and the reverse, for left in front. The line is 
erally formed from open column by wheeling for- 
ri. It may be executed by closing the column and 

Sloying. 

ObserTo— To break the line into open column, by 
ling backwurd ; and, to fokm the line, by wheel- 

I forward. 

No, fl. Column of Route. 

a called In contradistinction to a column of ina- 
Tre ; Houte, indicating a destination tn some 
e. It difTcrs also from a column of mameuTre, 
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inasmach as (be ranks of the di?ision8 may be opened, 
and the troops may march at their ease, with ariDS 
sloped. The column is howerer to preserTe order, 
and the wheeling distance; that if commanded tonheel 
into /f'ne, they shall not hare covered more ground 
than is sufficient for the extent of the /tne* Troops in 
this column are often under the necessity of increasing 
and diminishing their front, in order to pass bridges 
and other obstacles ; and in this the troops are to be fait 
structed, which will be found under the proper bead : 
bereaften See No. 27, and 28. Part it. 

No. 7. Deployment.* 

Deployment is the extending thediTisioDsof a eo. .: 
lumn into line, on any named division. This iadqpieby \ 
flank or file marching, where the divisions succesdrdy ^ 

• The translator of Gen. Kosciusko's Treatise on Horfte A^ ; 
tillery (Avhose opinion on military subjects I very .much le- -. 
spect) objects to the word " deploy,** and retains the old term 
" display** He considers " the word neither French nor Bo- , 
grish." I find the English Military Dictionary has the words 
•< deploy*' and ** deployment** The French use the words di^ 
ployer and deploiement. I have preferred the word dfploy, not , 
>only for this, but two other reasons. 1st. Bccatise the weld | 
is used by the modem European writers, and lias become 
technical ; and 2d. because it is a word over which the voice ' 
of a commander has more power, and is spoken with more ' 
case and greater force. The fiat sound of a, to close a word 
of command, is always to be avoided, if possible, by the mili- 
tary man, when giving his orders. The seaman, who hailt » 
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uncover cuch other^ aird march up to the line. All 

deploy metirs are executed by the lock stop. They 

may bedivided into two kinds, riz. Direr/ and Ob. 

liqtte. Direct ; when the column is extendotl in such 

a manner asr to form the line jmralUl with the column^ $ 

front ; fts.wheo the line is formed on the front diri- 

sion, which stands fast. . ^e Manoeuyre, No. I. Ob^ 

lifue ; when the column is so extended as to take op 

anew aliganieot to the front or rear, which would ior 

tersect a parallel line with the column's front ; in 

"which case^ the divisioa on which the line is to deploy, 

and from or on which, the line is to be formed, is 

wheeled forward or backward to the point required, 

and the remaining divisions formed accurately with it, 

^ MS in Miuiceurre No. 29. To deploy an open column 
ought nerer to be attempted by file marching.. If it 

y b$ necessary to form a line on the front, or leading di. 
vision, the residue of the column may be thrown into 
Echelon J mid marched np to the line and formed. If 
the grouod Irill not adn^it of this, close and deploy the 

\ ooloan. Wherefore, all deployments ought to be 
made from the. close, rather than the open column* 

tlup at a distance, does not call ahay, but ahoy. Therefore I 
reject^ the old words display 9Xid ditplaying, and use die words 
J^tley and d^ioyment. 

The work aUuded to in this note has lately fallen into my 
hands I' and finding so respectable a military character object- 
mg to the term which 1 have adapted, it was thought proper- 
tt add this note. 



No. a. Fflitig. 

'Filings lire moTemems to the front, r?ar, or Hanlt^ 
"by flies. File marching may be practismJ, lothe rear, 
and lo either Hank ; in all which cases the men must 
be taught to cover well. When recruits are it rfnV/, 
on the word March, the whole are to step oil' together, 
gaining thirty inches at the very first step, and so con. 
tinuing each step without increasing the distance be. 
(wixteirrh lile, every man locking, or jilucing hi; >d- 
vaiiced foot on the ground before [upon] the spot from 
whence the preceding man had taken his,"* 

By file marching, you may form on any giren line, 
to the front or rear. You may lite from the right or 
left of companies or platoons, to either Hank, or frent, 
or rear, direct or oblique ; or you may file froni 
centre of divisions to front or rear on the march, and 
again wheel up parallel with the original line, or fronl 
of the column. In all formations or deploymeuts of 
columns, the filing is either from right or left flank. 

The turnings which are necessary in file inarcliing, 
are usually denominated Kheelings, by tacliciani. 
Hood, however, observeB, that " Filing is in no mto- 
ner whatever like a wheel ■ one describes a circle, aod 
the other a square." The turning by files on any 
given point ought never to be confounded with whed- 
ing. Wheeling is eseruled by every file in the ph> 
tooD at one and the same lime, and each one aigl 
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Br less describes a part of a circle. Whereas turning 
^j^/cfiseiecuted ona given poiol bj each lileofapU- 
n, SDCcessiiely, as ihey arrive ; aiiil instead of de- 
ibing a part of a circle (uhich constitutes a wheel, 
^d is necessary in (Le derinitionjlhey acluallj' turn at 
Inghl angles, and describe a pait of a square. As it ap. 
0]es to Ihn files which perform il separately ; it cao- 
<l be blended wilh wheeling, with more propriety 
^n facing to the rigtit, or right about. 

No. 0. Wheeling, and the Pivots. 

(I'l. li. Fig-.S.) 

_ To wheel, in the sense as applied fo-taclics, is that 
lOTemeBt of a rank or ranka of men embodied, to the 
root or rear, in ^uch maimer as lo describe a part of 

circle. While one flank moves on the extreme part 
if the circle, the other part is the centre of the circle, 
r the point or pivot on nhich (he whole turn. The 
■lied Ihe wheeling or reverse flank ; the lat- 
^^th? pivot flank. Wheeling on the right or left, 
>rward or backward, and on the centre from the halt, 
lay be compared lo the movement of a gale when go- 

med by its hinges.* This kind of wheel considers 

'Pivot, us used among tacticians, is understood to bo 
t nutside or fiatik file of that Sanfc of the division on which 
turns, or performs its wheel. For instance : The ouiiide 
on the left flank is to consider himself ss the pirot or 
point of the platoon, whenever he hears the word 
wheel on the left, foruord or backnord, and Is not ta 



the pivot man as the centre point of a. circle ; the 
oulcr filo of the other Hank as rhe extreme part of i 
circle ; and the platoon aa the radius of the circle ; 
and the fall tsheel as describing only one quarter part 
of the circle. Thia is wheeling on a standing pivot. 
There is another species of wheeling;, called wheeling 
on a moveable pivot This differs from theolherin tbe 
folloiririg particulars. The pivot man, instead of be- 
iag considered as the centre or point of a cirde, in 
this CHse is rpmoved from Ihe centre, towards the oat- 
side of the circle, in proportion to Ihe periphery of the 
circle which he also is to describe by his nioTeineDt ; ai 
he is to mofe (instead of keeping his ground, as in the 
other case) by steps of six inches, in time with the out- 
er flank file, who takes steps of thirty-three inches. 
While the reverse flank a^^ances, in a circular direc. 
lion, the usual number of paces of a full nheel, which 
is eight steps, or twenty. two feet {admitting there are 
eight files in a rank) the pivot will have advanced ins 
circular direction also, four feet. Of course, the ad. 
TBnce of the pi?ot to the reverse flank is aa 4 to 2%, or 

n^ove from liia ground, until the wheel which was ordered 
is completed. Tlie outside ti1c of the right also is conai- 
dertd as the pivot, when wheeling on the right, or eren 
any file whicli may be considered as the wheeling point 
P1V011 are also understood to mean the outside file of Ibt 
inner H»iik of a column ; the Irfi, when ihe rifl'l is b frooli 
and tlie rij^i, when (lie left is in front. On ilie march. th«M 
pivot men are to be cai'eFul In dresa and ktep in line of each 
oilier { for on tliem depends the cniTei: Lncss of the line, when 
the column a wlieeled for that purpoie. 
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iMr^ nearlf, En the nheel on a movable piiot. The 
mlatoon composed or eight liles in a rank, calculating 
lihat each file lakes up twenty. two inches in clnseor. 
ir-ier, the file on the wheeling or reierse Hank perfoTms 
I the fitll wheel at eight full puces, or long steps. The 
tjltii file, preserving the cadence or true time, will be 
MAIiged to shorten his alep to half the length of the re. 
p«rse Hank, and rhe intermediate files in (he same pro- 
I portion, in order to keep dressed and wheel correctly. 
I Let it be remembered ihal a quarter wheel is two 
fall paces at thirty-three inches for (he 8lh file (in a 
r^atoon) from the pivot, four paces for a half wheel, 
[A paces for three quarters of a wheel ; as this will be 
fBrlicularly necessary Id future movements, as applied 
to the Echelon. 

Note. For the due eieculion of the manteuvres of 
«4iody of men, it is necessary that they should hare a 
,|wrfect understanding of the principles of wheeling, as 
Well as the practice. To obtain these, It will be ad. 
'liantageDus in the discipline of the soldier, or during 
ika drill, to hare the circle drawn on the ground, or 
^or of the hall, with eight lines from the centre to 
periphery of a circle, including the quarter circle, 
^Bliese eight lines measure exactly each step of every 
fie in a platoon of eight. Let the heel of each of itia 
rpghl files strike a line at each step, until the wheel it 
ipleted. By these means the principle will be ob- 
led, nhilethe correct habit is acquired, and the 
imon fault of stepping out a full pace by those be- 
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No. 10. Dirccte 


ri and Marken. 


As (he mililia ct'ihi*) c 


Buiilry have npver been in tha 


hubilorusirmtheDwi'fe 


rs and Marten, it is thoosht 


to be of sulIiciMit coiiE>'q 


imice to Rive a separate arti. 


elf! oil thi^ siil)jp<-t Dir 
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tie left of Ibe company. Tha 


design of D (lireeler in m 
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; and when marching to Iba 



front in line, for inslanre, to preserve the exact squara 
position, wilhnot wavering lo the right or left ;— lo 
resist any improper pressure from the company, ke^. 
ing square to the front ; his body erect ; hiasboalderi 
aquHre ; fo cant his eyes forward ; and 1)y the asBiS. 
tanoeof some object, preserve Ihe line of march directljT 
to the front ; for by him themarchofthecorpsisgoyerD- 
ed. Tberommander will notify which Uank is to govern, 
or on which flank the directer ia to be considered. If 
on the right, he gives the caution — March by the right, 
or Directer on (he right -. When the files will keep 
closed towards the directer, but not to press him off 
)iis true course. Directers are also posted on the pi. 
»ot flank of a column, to preserve an exact line of tha 
pivot flank ; to look forward and cover exactly the 
preceding directers, and follow precisely in the same 
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fath or ihose in rrotil. If it be a column wilh the 
right in front, ihen the words of the commanding offi. 
oer will be Oireilers on the ieft; and thf (lies v\\\\i.f»p 
closed lo tliP left, and be gOTeriied by the directers al 
to (he line of march. But if the left be in front, then 
the directPT of platooti shifts liy the rear to Ihe right 
fiaiik, which i9 Ihen (he pivot -, Ihe ofhcer gires no- 
tice of this by the words — DirecUr on the right. 

Markers are non. commissioned ofTicers, who >re to 
leave the platooa or compnn}' si sufficient distance 
frotn the intended line of formation, before the plntooa 
arrives apon ii, in order to designate the exact place 
of Ihe platoon lo which they belong, for wheeling, fil. 
ing, and other purposes. If a new line at a distance 
be required, two markers may be detached in season j 
one of whom fi\es on an object at a distance, facing to- 
wards it ; Ihe other aleps up until he arrives exactly 
on the line between the lirst marker and (he object 
which the first marker had fixed upon, and is halted 
by the Rrfil marker, and the last marker immediately 
fates to the first. The corps, by marching up between, 
or in line with them, and dressing, have the true line. 
The directers and markers will be verj useful in all 
the movements of a baltalion. Their duty will b« 
more specially pointed out, wilh the seteral erolutions 
wherein they may be considered adrantageoas, and 
also in No. 17. Partli. 

There are also battalion directers on ihe right and 
left. No section ought ever to mnve without them. 
This improrement has coutribuled exceedingly to (he 



corrpct mntemenls of a batlalioii. Without these, tlifl 
Dinvpnii'iil s will be irrpfjulnr, unrpriain, Itnariiii; nn« 
T»aj and Ihp other ; by whU'h mesns much time mu^l bs 
lost, DTid thp troniia uniipccH'iarily worried and falifiurd. 
And if ii> face uf an eneniy, li»» extremely lin|)ortant 
ia jl, thai ihe motem^nts nlinuld be executed readil} and 
-with certainly. There will be ihen no lime to lose in 
patching lip error!!, which might liave beeo aM>ided I7 
bating; good direrters and maikprs. 

Jt may be safely asserifd, thai if officers, nnn-dHB- 
missioned officers, direcrers, nnd markers, know theif 
dutg,, understand Ihe movements, and are dispoted it 
perform fheir Hiitii, it would be nest to impossiblefor 
the willing soldier not to move right, or perform tlw 
manoeuvres which may be required. The soldiers who 
are well officered, and well served by faithful andet- 
yerienced dlrecters, and well disposed, cannot fail ta 

, With these impressions, we cannot bnt remark, ho* 

mportanl is the instruction of oHicers ! How necesii- 

, ]ff to tbe quick formation and discipline of an army. 

frith proper instruction for officers alone, yon might 

■Con make an armv, if necessary. Withont them job 
, sever will have an army or militia diiicipline, adequalS 
' to the exieencies of the country. What is an army of 

Jtve hundred l/iousand militia^ or an equal nutnber of 

any other soldiers, without oilici 

*rect and giva them motion ? 

T»ithout weights ? 
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Will a clock mora 
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No. 11. Echelon. 

< EIcheloTi, as delinpd by Joiim, is, as followg;^ — 
ff(ErheIon— French)— echelon ihe Elep of a Udder, 
kposilion in military taeiirs, where each division fot- 
^s Ihe preceding one like Ihe srpps ol a ladder " (It 
t more like a ladder pushed out of shnpe ;) '^ and ii 
Mnyenient in moting from a direct to an oblique or 
Hiagonat line. When troo|]s advance in echelon, tUey 
■Umost iniarlablj adopt 'he ordinary time," 
k " Ek;heIou niovemenis or positions are not onij ne- 
ry and applicable to the imme'iiate attack and re> 
S of Rreat bodies, bur also lo the previous oblique, 
^id direct changes of situation which a battalion or » 
are considerable corps already formed in line may ba 
iliged (o make lo the front or rear, oratiy (jarlicular 
Bated division of the line."* F.chclons are called di- 
Kt and indirect. The former has for its object a po. 
itiou gquare with the front, and directly lo the rear or 
Hmt, The latter is designed for takiti({ up positions 
itiQuely, ora.line inlerseciine Ihe original one, diag' 
malls. '" either ease the divisions of which the eche- 
BD is composed, are marched up and formed efn the 
lew line, succestiively, as they arrive. Wilhthis ditfer. 
Bee, however, that in the echelon direct, il is not ab- 
otutely necessary that any certain named distance 
^ween the divisions shottid ba prpserrcd, or the ar- 
It^I of the several divisions at Ihe line, exactly timed ; 
^though it is proper that the numlier of paj:ea should 
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naiDM], because ull the diviiiions of which tlw 
eel ech<>lou U composed, have one (general fiont, 
I iad Ui)teu{i parallel fiotilioru on\y. In ilie other case, 
Mcii dicinioii of (lie echelon lvi9 a Jront of ili oxn, aiid 
I distance lo he prrsprte<l between each division, equl 
h) the front of the preceiling division^ and not to In 
{(tverned by thn eiLtent of front of its oan tiiruiiHi, 41 
I fa open column. 

Ki:helon is formed either from line or colamn. It )■ 

formed from line, h) wheelint; Joruard to anypeint 

ttinrt of a full uheel, or quarter circle, or more ihaal 

'ull wheel. From column it may be formed hy ithe«l> 

ng backsiiird, either ietis or more than a full «hwL 

1 herefore, nhiierve, that any wheel short oj maelg 

f idegrcsf, or quarter rircle, forms an echelon to llw 

^ronl. And any wheel more llian a quarter circle, foral 

an echelon (o the rear. Of course, any wheel of diri* 

■ions from line, to form a ri^ht an^]eailk I he line, it a)i 

' open column, and any other point whatever will besi 

Bckeloit. 

When wheeled into open column, or a foil qu«fUr 
circle, the column has one general front ; but if whed« 
ed filher less or more, each division has a front pa- 
culiar lo itself, and independent. When HJieelpd Of 
from line on the right of plaloons, to form on a front 
diiisiun, the directer on ihe righ' follows near npH 
the (rack of (he left file of the preceiling division, it 
this case tlie right of platoon is the pivot, on whicb.tkt 
echelon is directed, and on which the wheel is made 
into line when arrived at (he place designated for that 
purpose. 
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The inner flank of an echelon, or the flank next to 
he division, on which the formation is to be made, (or 
)oint of appui) is always to be considered as the 
pivot. 

The wheel into echelon of platoons, or any other 
livisions of a corps, must always be proportioned to 
the obliquity of the line which is intended to be form. 
^, whether in front or rear. The nearer the intended 
line of formation approaches to a right angle with the 
original line, the greater the wheel must be in echelon. 
If at right angles, the platoon on the right may be 
wheeled into the intended line, or a full wheel ; the re. 
residue wheeled upon the right of platoons, three, 
fourths of a full wheel, marched in echelon, and formed 
on the first platoon. If the new line is diagonally from 
the right, in front of the old line, a half or quarter 
wheel will be made, according to the obliquity of the 
intended line. 

To efiect this kind of wheeling with precision, a di. 
Kcter or marker, may step out opposite the eighth file 
fr6ni the pi?ot, (two paces when the comandant has 
giten the caution to wheel one quarter,) and dress with 
the pi?ot maUi, who also faces one quarter. When the 
platoon is ordered to march, they quickly wheel up, 
tnd dress with the marker and pivot. The same is to 
he observed of a half or three-qnarter wheel, remem. 
bering that 4 paces of 33 inches for the eighth file op. 
posite the marker, completes the half, and 6 paces the 
(bree-quarter wheel. 

7 
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Obserfe, that these steps are oot tobemadediftf^ 
to the front, but somewhat circalar. A correct ejrej^ 
practice, would ascertain the true distance of mkA 
ing, perhaps, but placing a marker would render Hctt 
tain. Too much caution cannot be exercised io giviif 
the exact direction to each platoon, as may be ordaied^ 
for as each platoon marches on a front independeatlf, 
it is ?ery necessary they should be exactly wheeled, it 
order io obtain the true front ; otherwise in thecoar* . 
of the movement, they would be clashing, and inteih 
fering with each other, before the echelon conid fbis 
on the line. 

Precision in wheeling platoons is less difficnlt wiHk 
out a marker, than when the echelon is composed if , 
companies or larger bodies. But a marker, steppiag 
forward of the eighth file from the pivot, will give thi 
true distance for a whole battalion. In such a caM^ 
another marker ought to be sent from the reverse flank, 
to align with the other marker and pivot man, leaving 
sufficient space between himself and the pivot, for th0 
formation of the whole corps. *» 

By these movements a line may be formed on anjr 
platoon or division, intersecting any part of the old 
line at right angles, or diagonally, on points within the 
corps; or on points distant from it. The wings may be 
thrown back or forward. If to form on a point with, 
in the line, the platoon on which the line is to be form- 
ed, is first wheeled into the new direction, and the 
others marched and aligned with it. If to form on a 
line, not ztithin itself^ but a point distant, the markers 
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toignated (he points of appai and formatioB^ 
itoon is wheeM the same number ofprnoes^ and 
J and formed on Hie rigkt platoon, (if the llaa 
nds the right,) which will first halt, and dress 
lew line ; and the others halt and dress suceek 

be j^aired to form a line intersecting the old 
Ight angles, to oppose an enemy coming direct- 
ist your right flank ; wheel the centre company 
oon on its centre a full wheel to the right ; bring 
ht wing to the right about ; wheel the whole to 
bt hj piatoons, or companies, three^uarten-; 
ind form on the new line, designated by a nar. 
n the right and left of the corps, and dress with 
tre platoon. 

moTements in echelon^ for an attack, or change 
Won to repel an attack^ being considered as im. 
: as any of the improved movements in military 
and very little understood by the militia of this 
^, I have thought it proper to be (nore partica- 
his article, in explaining the principles for their 
m would be necessary for the disciplinarian. 
manner in which the movements are made will 
nd in Part IV, in the manoeuvres. No. 7, 8, 9, 



B writing this work, the author has learned, that 
neiples of the echelon are differen|ly understood 
eonntry, from what is here laid down. It is 
lat when an open column wheels into echelon 
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to march a certain distance, and ferm a linQ on 4kl 
right platoon, the several platoons of the column siMll 
-mheei forward to the left, an eighth of a circle, instml 
of backward on the right a half wheel, as here dired^ 
ed. Now, if platoons in open column are wheeled U 
the left, then the left must be the pivot, and the right 
flank of each platoon will be covered by the dm pre- 
ceding,, and they cannot move directly to the intended 
line until every platoon, (except the first,) has obliqeed 
io the left, and uncovered the preceding one, and ob^ 
tained their true direction for their several places to 
the line. This movement in echelon, in a large bodj, 
must inevitably cause confusion ; and in face of an ene- 
my, certain destruction. 

It is further said, that when the echelon halts, to 
form a line on the right, the whole, by platoons, moit 
wheel to the left. This is also contrary to rule, and 
inipiacticable with any degree of precision ; becaoM 
the right of platoons must be the governing flank, when 
marching in echelon to form on the right: therefore if 
the line be formed by the reverse flank, where the phu 
toons are generally of unequal length, the line will.be 
incorrect, and vary according to the inequality or dif- 
ferent lengths of platoons. But admit that the line is 
well formed) yet it will be a parallel position, because 
an oblique one is taken by a successive formation from 
the echelon. 

It will be extremely unfortunate for this country, if 
in the early attempts to teach and practise these im. 
portaut movements, erroneous principles should be in. 
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trodnced. The writer of this article assures the pub- 
lic, that the principles of the echelon, as laid down in 
this work, are correct, will be confirmed by expert, 
ence, and justified by the best modem military writers 
ef Europe. 

.No. 12. The Square, 

This is a formation, more especially with a view to 
fesist the attacks of cavalry ; by which figure a front 
is made on four sides, or on each side of the square. 
Various kinds of squares have been invented ; but 
those which are now considered of consequence are the 
cbiong und perfect squares. The obiong differs from 
the perfect^ because the sides of the oblong are une- 
^nal ; it is formed (for instance) of ten companies. The 
perfect sqoai^, by eight equal companies, by which 
lieans the sides are equal. The perfect square is said 
to be preferable, and the one esteemed by the French. 
To this opinion the author of the English Military Dic- 
tionary agrees, and considers the French as having an 
advantage in this respect, and believes they had a 
a view to this formation, in establishing their bat- 
talions on eight equal companies. 

The square may be formed in different ways ; but 
it is said by an English writer,* " By a march in eche- 
lon the oblong or perfect square is formed : and though 
attempted, and often patched up by countermarchings, 
yet the only frne method to be used with regard to re- 
^olarity, safety, and expedition, is that from eche- 

• Hood. 

*.7 
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Ion." From a line, it is formed by wbeeliiig bat] 
echelon, all the companies of a battalion, except 
the right or left centre, which standt fast ' 
which are wheeled, face about, march up, and for 
square, and face to the right about. It is redoc 
the same way, only wheeling up into echelon, k 
of back. On this principle two- battalions ma) 
the square. . It is observed as a rule, to bring 
in the square ^^all officers, horses, and artk 
Talue." 

It is suggested for the consideration of those 
acquainted with actual service, whether it wou' 
be an improyement to bring within the square, t1 
talion pieces of artillery also, which usually ace 
ny the infantry ? It has occurred to the write 
they would be placed more safely, and might occ 
ally be used to great advantage against the caval 
few files of the infantry might Tile to the right an 
sufficient for the piece, on either side, to be mo 
the front, discharged with grape^ which could n 
to do execution. The infantry should file into the 
ing, while the piece is loading. The fire she 
made when the enemy are at a distance, and th 
closed before the cavalry press the square. 

Another mode of forming the square, while 
march, and a more particular direction for this \ 
tion, will be found in Part IV. No. 21, 22, and ' 



• 
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Tfo. 13. Change of Poiition. 

'. CSbfoge of Position, as respects a body of troops, 
lUfBifif llie movemeat of that corps entirely from the 
Qinjfiiial line, or from part of the line. Change of 
(MMidon, io a military sense, i^heo applied to a line or 
solamn, respects locaUty, and does not necessarily im. 
ilj a change of front or facing ; but change of place 
ither id whole or part of the line or column. This de- 
initioo is agreeable to what is laid down by General 
Oundas, ID the rales and r^ulations, (140). ^^^ All 
%ew posiiiotu^ thai a taitalion can take with res^iect io 
'he old one^ %re parallel^ or nearly so to the old line ; 
miertedinghy themselves, or their prolongation, some 
pirtof the old line or its prolongation."* These chao. 
ges are generally effected by wheeling into open co« 
limn, or echelon, and marching to the place required, 
or by filing. See under the proper head, Pftrt i V. 

No. 14. Countermarch^ and hange of Front, 

A counter march, is when a corps moves from right 

left, or from left to right ; the right takes place of 
he left, and the left of the rig:ht. The countermarch 

1 designed for the purpose of changing the front of a 
ine, OP the head of a column. Change of Fronts in a 
military sense, is a change of the facing of the line to 
. new front, directly to the rear of the old one, corobio.. 

* Altliough there may be an agreement as to the true mean- 
^g of change of position, as above defined; yet inferences will 
»e drawn, which will militate with the writers on tactics ; 
^nd will be noticed in next article. 



80 ELiertEWTs ot war. 

ed also witb a change of the wings or flanks, ( 
the divisions and files of the corps) in such a 
that each officer and soldier retains the same 
situation as he held before the change ; all vihi 
be done on the same ground. 

The corjectness of this definition will not be 
ed. It will then, undeniably follow, that a m 
ihg about, (as some have alleged) is not a ch 
front, but only a change of the facing of the lir 
is the change of position (as military writers ( 
it) a change of front. When you hear of a 
troops that have taken up a new position ; w 
understand that they have only faced about, or 
ed their front on their old line ? or do you und 
that they have moved from their old positio 
latter is to be understood. The truth is, that cli 
front* and change of position, are materially di 

The change of front does not necessarily : 
change of position, nor a change of position the 
of front. 

A line may have moved forward a hundred 
directly to the front, and have changed posit! 
not the front. 
They may have countermarched^ and changed tl 
on the same ground, retaining the original line, 
have changed their line or their position^ Thes 
ences are warranted by the quotation from Dur 
the preceding article, notwithstanding, in his sy 
may consider the echelon change of position as 
of front. In that quotation, we find, that all the i 




Wfcy 

ad 

ucd fpr tke dker^ mmd bnii f^r csr / It «i:; W ac 
knevlfl^ged thml fsncumm \m mcrrmcmt w a lK>i c mi 
troops, is a pi my of wtct#iT. Is »M ym dn ^m m 
tkecordlff wkxk aiv ssed ■• iwiicite ik^ft am^vememU 
to the troaps a!s* iBpomat : Beside tke iacoamM* 
eoce as nsprcts pfvrisioD io the words of conmind, it 
Till also be pnpleung to ike 3 oong stodmt in tac. 
tici. This £i OMseritdfrom txfieriemce. Being under 
tlie necessity of cxamiDiof tlie snbject of ckamgc rf 
/roil/, a Dnmber of years since, I took op a celebrated 
work, and fonnd, as I supposed, what I wished, the 
section beaded ^^ Change of jFroii/.*' The first can* 
tion announced the intention of ^^ changing front ;^* 
the second was ^^ change of position ;^' and all the 
following words of command to the same purport* 
What was my disappointment, after finishing thU artU 
cle, to find that instead of changing front, it was a 
mere echelon bhange of position, by flinging forward 
the left of battalion, and forming on the right com- 
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pany. The perplexity which it then occasione 
since coDvioced roe, by examining the subject 
e?ery writer who does not make the true distin 
is under the necessity of falling into the same i 
aistency, before he can complete an article t>n th< 
ject Should it be persisted in to disregard thi! 
tinction, it must follow that the definition which 
lowed, must be altered and improved by adding 
ther head, viz. the change of position^ on the 
ground^ or within the old line. In this case, the* 
^'change of fronV* may be dispensed with, as 
taiiiing the term. But this would not be so t 
cally correct; and the explanation of the several 
ges would be more perplexed. 

The front of a battalion in line may be ch 
by facing the wings outward, and filing fro 
flanks, by countermarch of files from and on th 
ire. But the front of a larger body than a bat 
ought never to be changed by filing. The roos 
and expeditious mode of changing the front of a 
ment, is by the countermarch of platoons on th 
tre. The right wing is faced about ; the who 
wheeled by platoons inward, except the centn 
toon, which wheels to the right about on its c 
The right wing marches along the front, the 1< 
the rear) and each platoon wheels into line a! 
uncover the preceding platoons which have wl 
and formed. See No. 13 and 14, Part IV. 

The column is countermarched as in ^o. 3, an 
16, Part iV. 



ELVIIB1IT8 OP WAK. 89 

M No. 15. Change qf Din^ction. 

I This change alludes to the line or colamn, and sap. 
poses a moTement already beflran. It is applied to the 
Hoe when advancing, or column while on the march. 
Aline may change its direction, by one flank stepping 
ihort^ or marking /t/Ae,while the other continues or in. 
creases the step ; the shoulder opposite the wheeling 
flank projected by the direeters, to which the line 
must conform* A large body ought never to attempt 
this, unless well disciplined. The change of direction 
is effected most generally while in column of march ; 
as when under the necessity, of avoiding an obstacle, 
or following the windings of a road, or to attack or 
oppose an enemy. These chancres may be executed hjr 
vheeling on the standing or moveable pivot; by tiling 
into ojien column, in quick time, and moving forward 
the several divisions in any direction required. Col* 
Ik Lacroix observes, that ^^ By this simple movement 
(flManing the change of direction in open column) the 
flank of an enemy is gained by troops accustomed to 
diiigence and precision in the execution of their mar- 
ches ; nor (where the ground allows of it) is there any 
mancenvre of a great army more important, or that can 
be inore securely or effectually practised against an 
eoemy inaccurate and inferior in discipline, who^ in 
attempting the counter movement, is generally thrown 
intp confusion, as experience has fu}ly proved^'* 
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No. 16. The Coloun. 

The colours of a regiment are desfgtied fpr n nliy* 
iDg point of the men composing it, wheti dispersed flf 
routed, and is marlied with the number of the regfineat, 
brigade, and division, to which the^ belong. The} aA 
also used for the dressing and presenring a correct line^ I 
and especially when advancing in line. 

It is considered infamous to a corps to desert or lost 
their colours in action. A guard is always to attend 
them, when the corps is paraded, and on th^ days of 
exercise do not discharge their pieces. They cany 
their arms advanced ; one on each side of the cok>Qr8> 
irho ought to be well.drilled sergeants, or steady sol- 
diers, experienced in the exact step, and in the mardi 
to the front. Three also in the rear rank, who may be 
corporals, or steady soldier-, as the rear rank of tbs 
guard of colours. It is necessary that the two in tbe 
front rank, flanking the colours, should be well disCi. 
plined in the step, and advance to the front, because 
the march of the battalion in line is regulated by thetn, 
and the colours. The excellency of the movement will 
depend greatly on the discipline of this guard. J 

The officers carrying the colours, when in line at 
close order, are to stand in the front rank, posted aa 
directed in No. 5, of this Part. When in open order, 
they will halt at half distance between the line of oC« 
cers and the front rank of the regiment. The butt of 
the colours' staff supported against the hip, with th© 
right hand graspiitg it at two thirds of arm's length. 
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The colour bearers are never to be embarrassed 
ith exercising any commaDd of platoon, or section* 
hey are detached for this service aiooe, to which their 
hole attention is paid. 

The colours accompany the regiment in all their 
OTements, whether in line or column. 
Jt is usual to detach the two youngest ensigns to 
rry the colours, but in actual service they might be 
9re advantageously employed in their respective 
mpanies. The French armies have sergeant majors, 
$tructed and habituated to this duty. How much 

be preferred, to the youngest and most inexperi. 
ced officers in the regiment. It would undoubtedly 
^advantageous, if our government would authorize 
e appointment of a sergeant major to each battalion.^ 

No. 17. Points of View. 

Points of view may be divided into two kinds, tIs. 
>ints of movement^ and points of alignment. 
Points of movement are applicable to a column of 
anceuvre, when about to move, or when in motion* 
8 when the leader will be directed by two objects in 
s view, towards which he moves correctly, and by 
hich all the directors of the pivot flank of the column 
e to conform, and cover each other exactly on the 
le. It is also applicable to a line when it advances, 
lifere objects are taken by the chief directer, by which 
is enabled to move exact, and true to the front : 
i in plate for Manoeuvre No. 30, where A and M 
8 
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are aligned ^Fith the colours, and the camp colour as t 
distant object* 

Points of alignment are two, Tiz. the point of c^f^^' 
and the point of formation or correction., The point 
of appui being the place on andjrom nliich the line is 
formed ; and the point of formation or correction is 
that point towards which the opposite flank is extend. 
ed, and by which it is corrected. These points are al- 
ways to be taken before the commanding officer at. 
tempts to form his line. 

The modes of taking these points are various, bat 
the two following methods are considered the most 
correct and practicable. See plate for Manoeuvre No. 
ft7. Fig. 2. Let B be considered as the. point of cor. 
ruction, which may be a camp colour, a tree, or any 
other prominent object ; A the point of appui ; D and 
C two markers. D and C move up in line, as wheel* 
ing on A as a pivot, C keeping D in line between him- 
self and A. When D has C and B in line, the line is 
ascertained on which the troops may correctly form. 
See Plate for Manceuvre No. 27, Fi^. 2. where ano. 
tber, and perhaps more simple method of ascertaining 
a new line, is laid down. 

The commandant having taken a distant object, B| 
and placed a marker. A, for the right Hank of the line, 
or where the first division of a column is to enter, im- 
mediately places another marker, M, at some distance 
from A, in aline with A and B : TImis establishing the 
base line on the right, or the foundation for a conti. 
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naed, and more extensive line, which may be prolong, 
ed in the same direction, by bringing up other markers 
between M and B, as a a a a ; or, if a single regiment, 
it may be done qaickly by the directors of the several 
divisions, who leave them a few paces before they ar. 
rive at the line, each facing toward the point of appai, 
and covering each other in line, (as a a a a) on which 
the line may be formed. 

In the various changes of position, which a line 
or column may be required to make, it is extreme. 
]y important that tliey should be able to take new 
lines with promptitude and precision. To effect this, 
the adjutant, (who is always to understand it) and 
some active non-commissioned officer to assist him, 
should be well instructed in ascertaining and marking 
lines ; and the troops should be habituated to forming 
in this manner. Gen. Dundas observes, that ^' on 
the justness and observance of alignments^ depends the 
accuracy of the most essential movements and forma, 
tions^ and therefore every relative help must be appli. 
ed to insure it. In formations of defence, the lines 
occupied maybe curved^ and following the advantages 
of the ground, but in those of attack, the lines must 
be straight J otherwise the troops in advancing must 
inevitably fall into confusion. • When troops are to 
form in a straight line, two necessary points in it must 
always be previously ascertained"; one, the point of 
appuiy at which one flank of the body, (whether small 
or great) is to be placed, and the other the point of 
formation or dressing^ on which the front of the body 
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18 directed. When battalions, or di?isions of a batti* 
lion, come up successively into line, the outward Haiik ' 
of the last formed, and halted body, is always consl 
dered as the point of appui, or support of the succeed- 
ing one; and in this manner is the general line prolong, 
ed from each successive point of appui, towards the 
given distant point of formation. The looking and lin- 
ing of the soldier in forming is always towards (hs 
point of appui; and the correction of dressing isal. 
ways from that point towards the opposite hand. 

^^This great principle is to be observed from 4t 
smallest body to the most considerable corps, and re- 
gulates the formation of the division, the battalion,'a]id 
the line. The necessity therefore of every single bat. 
talioo being accustomed to make its changes of posi. 
tion, and formations on determined points is apparent, 
and is an object zvhich commanding office fs must aU 
aai/s have in view.^* 

Although I have occasionally mentioned in the course 
of this work, most of the ideas contained in this article^ 
while detailing the particular duties of officers, and the 
precautionary measures for certain movements ; I have^ 
notwithstanding, been fully convinced, on reflection, 
that the importance of the subject demanded a more 
particular attention. This article, containing the prin. 
cipal ideas in one number, is now added, in conse. 
qupnce of a suggestion from an honourable friend to 
whom the work has been submitted for examination, 
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PART III. 

DISCIFLINB OF THE COMPANY. 

X HE companj is formed for discipline and exercise in 
two ranks ; invariably at close order. The ranks are 
occasionally opened, for the purposes of review and 
inspection. 

The captain is to consider himself related to the 
company, as the lieutenant colonel to the regiment, 
and may discipline and exercise the company frequent, 
ly as a battalion in line ; and for this purpose may form 
his company in a single rank, in sections of eight 
files. Id this order, the non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers, individually, will have an opportunity, more 
easily, to acquire a correct knowledge of the several 
movements in which they may be instructed. 

« 

No. 1. Sizing, 

For the purpose of sizing, the privates of the compa. 
oy are drawn up in one rank, with the tallest man on 
the right, the next tallest at his4eft, observing the same 
rule until the whole are paraded, with the tallest on 

*8 
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the right, the height of the soldiers decreasing to the 
left. The company files are then to be called off in die 
following manner, viz : at No. 1, odd; Nor^, evenf 
continuing odd^ even^ through the whole, to the left 
flank. The officer then commands**— 

Odd numbers J forward one pace — March. 

At this order the numbers 1, 3, 5, &c. will advance 
once pace, and halt. 

The order is then given'— 

Company— To the right and left size^^Mareh, 

At the word $ize^ the odd numbers face to theriglit, 
even numbers to the left. 

At the word march^ the odd numbers close up to 
the right file or number one, who does not mo?e from 
his ground) but only marks time. The eren numbers 
moTe to the left ; and as soon as their left or leading 
Ale arrives beyond the left flank of <he front rank or 
odd numbers, he turns to the right about and follows 
after them. The residue of the even files proceed in 
the same manner, and as fast as they are uncovered hj 
the front rank, turn by files successively to the right 
about, and march to the right, until the whole are in 
one line, and files closed. It will then be ordered— 

Ilalt-^FronL 

The tallest men will then be on the flanks, number 
0ne on the ri^ht, and number two on the left; the 
shortest in the centre. 
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When the compaoy are well taught, the order to 
«dTance odd numbers may be omitted, aod the whole 
moved aod sised by ooe order. 

When it is desired to form two ranks with the tallest 
men in the rear ; coant off the whole in four diTisions* 
The officer then orders— 

Right and left divisions form rear rank'^March* 

At the word march^ the division on the right, and 
the division on the left, face inwards, and march until 
they meet at the centre, and then halt. They are then 
fronted by order. The tallest men will then compose 
the rear, and the shortest the front rank. 

The officers then take their posts ; the captain on the 
right of front rank ; the lieutenant on the left, (if the 
company is for exercise) and the ensign in the centre. 
The first sergeant on the right in the rear rank ; the 
second sergeant on the left in rear rank. The other 
two sergeants two paces behind the centre of the two 
platoons, to watch the rear rank in their exercise, to 
which duty the other two sergeants will also attend. 
The four corporals on the flanks of the platoons. The 
first corporal on the right of first platoon ; i\\e fourth 
on the left ; the second on the left of the second pla^ 
toon, and the third on the right. 

No. 2. Open Order. 

The company being paraded in two ranks, at close 
order, and standing at ordered arms, the captain com- 
mands— * 
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« 

Aiiention^^houlder Armi. 
Rear rank — take open order-^Marck* 

At the words ^* Rear rank take open order^*' tlie 
non-commissioned officers on each flank step foar 
paces to the rear from the front rank, or three pt« 
ces from the rear rank, and face inwards, aligning 
on the non-commissioned officers in the rear. On' 
the word march^ the rear rank move by the back 
step. They halt without order, and dress by the two 
markers from the flanks, who will have faced to th€ 
front, on the word march* The officers move to the 
front, six paces in advance of the front rank, and come 
to the right about ; the captain before the second file 
from the right ; the lieutenant before the second file 
from the left ; and the ensign directly before the cen- 
tre. The non-commissioned officers, who were in the 
rear, move by the back step, three paces from the rear 
rank. 

Note. The lieutenant and ensign, if in the rear, as 
in battle order, will, on hearing the caution to takt 
open order^ step up to their posts in the front rank, 
and be ready to move in a line with the captain to the 
front, at the word march. 

No. 3. Manual and Platoon Exercise, 

The Manual and Platoon Exercise is then to be per. 
formed, accordini^ to the directions laid down in the 
drill. During this exercise, the officer who gives the 
words of command, ought to pause sufficiently be- 
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imeen each of the orders of execution, that if there is 
any error in the manner of periorming the motions, it 
may be corrected. To this duty, the subaltern and 
non-commissioned officers should be attentive ; and for 
this purpose, it may be useful to be nearer the ranks 
than the usual distance in open order. 

The soldier's j^o^iVion is also to be noted. The sol. 
dier's attitude is always to be preserved while under 
arms, or the good habit may be carelessly lost. If 
once acquired, it will be easily retained by due atten. 
tioo. To relieve the soldier, the word rest may be 
given, as in the drill. 

If it be desired to leave the arms for a short time, at 
the place of parade, they may be stacked, or piled, ia 
the following manner. 

Front rnnk-^Right about face. 
Order jdrms-^Pile Arms. 

At the words pile arms^ the 1st and^d file in the 
front rank, and the 1st in rear rank, lock their bayo- 
nets, placing the butts of their several pieces on the 
ground. The U and 3d files of the rear rank, and 3d 
file of the front rank, do the same ; and the remaining 
files of the company in l?ke manner. 

To the lyjTanual and Platoon Exercise, as explained 
in the drill, may be added the Faneral Exercise, as 
follows: 
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The company standing at shouldered arms, vHk 
Ibayonets unfixed) the captain orders- 
No. 4. Reverse'^ Arm$. 

1. Raise the piece with the left hand ; seize itattW^ 
swell with the right, back handed ; bring down tlM 
mazzle of the piece toward the ground, the butt tam- 
ing in the left hand ; throw the piece, with the rigbt 
hand, under the left arm ; at the same time slip down 
the left hand to the small part, muzzle to the retri 
pointing toward the ground. 

2. Let go the right hand ; support the piece witk 
left hand and arm ; seize the barrel with right band, 
with the back of the hand towards the ground. 

Support the piece in this manner, the left in front, 
and right hand across the back, as in Plate II. Fig. 3. 

• 

No. 5. Rest on arms reversed* 

1. Let go the right hand ; let the piece swing to 
the front, while suspended by the left hand ; receirs 
it at the swell, with the right ; place the muzzle on 
the right foot. 

9. Place the hands on the butt, the right oyer thf 
left ; recline the head, and fix the eyes stedfastly o« 
the ground. See Plate II. Fig. 4. 

No. 6. Attention, 

At this word, raise the head, and fix the eyes as in 
the first attitude of the soldier. 
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No, 7. Shoulder'^ Arms, 

1. Drop the right hand, and seize the piece at the 
-9well ; turn the muzzle upwards, the butt turDing in 
"^e left hand ; place it at the shoulder. 

2. Drop the right hand by the righ*t side. 

No. 8. Dressing, 

To give the company the correct habit of dressing 
In line^ which will be extremely useful in. the ba'ta. 
lion, they are ne\t to be exercised in dressing, whilt 
in open order, each rank having two or three files ad. 
Tanced, according to the drill directions for ono rank. 
The files oo the right being adyancc^d, it is ordered-— 

B^file^^by the right forward^^D r ess* 

Or, 
By file — by the left forward — Dress, 

The files move forward successively, as at the- drill. 

By the right (or left) /orwar J (or backward) — Dress. 

At this order, the entire company will advance, and 
dress by the right, with the files advanced for the pur- 
pose ; or two files may be advanced from each flank, 
and the company ordered to advance, and align be- 
tween them. 

If the order is given to dress on a Une obliquely, 
let the advanced files be detached from that flank tp 
which the dressing is ordered. 
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It may be noted as a general role, in all mofemaill^ 
that when dressing is ordered and completedy the ooni 
inaiidiiig officer of the company, or any other divisioii 
will order — Heads frotU-~^When they are to take tin 
soldier^ s position,. The company should then prac» 
tise (hvssiiig in close order, observing I he same princi- 
ples as when dressing one rank ; but to be sure tbit 
the rear rank not only dress correctly ia line, M 
cover also their several file leaders. 

No. 9. ' Close Order. 

Rear rank — take close order^-^Marc\ 

A^ the word march^ the rear rank closes to witbil 
one pace of the front rank ; the officers and noniu:oai- 
missioneil olTicers resume their respective places as ia 
close or battle order. Fiach soldier will be careful to 
halt directly in the rear of his file leader, and dress not 
onl) with his own tank^ but the file in the front rank* 

The company at close order should be exercised in 
the various steps, and in the different kinds of time to 
-which the several steps are adapted, according to the 
rules in Part I. 1st Division. 

A more particular explanation of some of the move- 
ments which may be applicable to a company, will 
here be made, avoidin<r repetitions of the first part, as 
much as may be consistent with perspicuity. 

■ 

No. 10. Marching to the front in line. 

IFm.^ it is prDpor to remark, that the company is 
at close order^ in a perfect line, each- one feeling the 
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Igkt fAmdk of his fellow at the elbow ; wlien tlie can* 
i4»n is giren bj the commaDdant— 

7%e cawKpany vrill advance in line. 

The captain will tlien step ont ten paces in front of 
iie two fileS) (on the right flank of the front and rear 
«nk,) who should be a corporal ^nd experienced soU 
lier. The sergeant, or director on the right, will 
(tep ont fife paces, or half distance between the front 
ind the captain, and form a line with the captain and 
the two flank files ; the captain facing towards them^ 
la ordef to correct the orderly sergeant when varying 
From the line. The orderly sergeant, as directer of 
the march, takes some object or objects directly to the 
front, by which he may be enabled to march on a cor- 
rect line, which would pass from the two flank files 
between his own heels and the captain's, to the object 
or objects in Tiew. The squareness of the body and 
shoulders to tiie front, must not be forgotten. If the 
right or left shoulder is projected forward of the oth. 
er^ it will make such an inclination from the true line 
as would be hardly credible with one, who never wit* 
nessed a movement to the front, attentively. This ar- 
rangemenl being . made, which is quickly done, the 
captain commands-— 

Forward^March* 

The whole step oiF at the word mareh^ in ordinary 
time, remembering that the right flank governs in the 
march ; and the*corpora], who is in place of the or* 
9 
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derly sergeant, will be careful to follow precisely ia 
the track of the orderly sergeant, not anffering Uik 
self to be crowded off his conrsa bj a pressnie fraai 
the left ; the files obserring to keep tbe' erect posi. 
lion, with close files to the right, withovt prasifng the 
right flank ; the ranks dressed, and the eiact cadence 
of step maintained. These roles obserred, the naich 
will be eiactl J performed ; without this care^ it wfll 
not be correct. 

The commandant haTing marched to the front saflu 
cieiitly« in ordinary and quick time, directlj and ob- 
liquely , according to the first division, he will order-" 

* Co mpantf — HaU, 

At the word hait^ the foot then raised is planted 
firm, and the other brooght up to it, ^nd the soldier's 
standing position is taken, lie is not to move to 
front or rear, in order to get the true line. If it is ir- 
regular, the motion of the files backward or forwird, 
according to their own riews^ and without a rule, will 
only increase the diiTiculty. HaTing no certain object 
to reflate them, and of different minds, it will occa. 
sion tliat unsold ierl ike waring and jostling, (which is 
often seen) without attaining the object. If the line 
when halted is to be dressed, three files are adfanced, 
as heretofore directed^ and the com pony b aligned in 
a moment. This method is sure to answer the pur« 
pose, to save time, and those uncertain, nnsoldierlike 
moTements are avoided. 

• The vord scmtpcxj is necessary as a cauticn before bait. 
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No. lU To Tcheel into open column of platoons. 

On the left of Platoons^-^ackzoard xsheel — March. 

At the caution to wheel on the left, the pivot men of 
etch platoon, on the left, face to the right, which is 
their position when wheeled in platoon, and wiih whom 
the others will wheel and align. The commanding otii. 
cer of each platoon steps two or three paces in front 
of his command, and at the word march^ the line 
breaks into open column, by wheeling on the left 
backward, according to the principles detailed in No. 
9, Part II. 

No. 12. Marching in open column. 

Column — March . 

The whole step off together at the word march. 
preserTing the wheeling distance between the platoons. 
The pirots, preserTing the line accurately, each pivot 
following correctly the track of the one preceding 
him. The soldiers are to recollect that they are to 
march by the left, for the left flank governs, the right 
of the colamn being in front. 

Rule. When a line breaks into open column of 
companies, platoons, or sections, wheel on the left 
backward ; but always form the line by wheeling for- 
ward. 
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No. 13. To open ranks on the march^ 
Rear rank^^ake open order-^Marck. 

At the word march^ the rear rank onl^y tary tbeii' 
atep, by marking time three steps, which will gt?e the 
di5!(ance of open order ; when they take the asaal or 
coin men step without waiting an order. 

No. 14. To close ranks on the march. 

Rear rank-^^ake close order'^^Mm'ch* 

At the last word, the rear rank takes the long step) 
and closes to the front. 

No. 1 5. To change the front of an open column 

on the March. 

Columnr^y Platoons-^on your centre'^'^ight abovt 

wheel-^March, 

On hearing the word march^ (which should be givfio 
just before the foot strikes) complete the step, bxA 
bring up the other instantly to its place ; wheel at di- 
rected in the third difision. At the instant the wb^ 
is completed, the word is gi?en— /ora^orci^— when tli0y 
will march directly the contrary way, with the left ^^ 
front. 

Note. If the company have been well exercised ^ 
the drill, they will execute this movement without i^ 
markers, as when standing ; but if it be necessary tl*^ 
one on each flank should preserve the place of the p^ 
toon in column, they will come to the right about, 5- 
stead of wheeling ; and when the platoon has wheels 
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^T ^ill change places by the rear as soon as the word 
yf^Qrd ii given. 

No. 16. To form company on the march* 

Column^^Form Company^^March. 

At the word march^ the first platoon moves to the 
fgbt by the oblique step ; the second to the left ; the 
keo leading platoon marks time ; the other advances, 
id when aligned with the leading one, the word is 
(^ea forward^ when the whole move in line. 

No. 17. To form platoons on the march. 

Form Platoon^~March. 

The left platoon marks time (on hearing the word 
arch^) two steps. The commandant of that platoon 
en order»» 

To the right Oblique. 

fbm the platoon moves to the right by the oblique 
)ep. Having acquired the true wheeling distance as in 
pea column, he orders— 

Forzcard. 

At this word the platoon resumes the direct or or- 
ilaary step, marching in open column* 

Note. — If the ground will admit, the right platoon 

Bty take the oblique step also to the left, las soon as 

^ other has broken off and cleared its depth, by which 

■Mns they will sooner have acquired their position in 

*9 



open colamn. Sections may be formed in the 
mantier, and the front diminished on the Mmepilil 
ciple, until the whole get into file marching. ObserfC^ 
however, to double your left behind the right, if tkl 
right is in front ; and the reverse of this, when the Mt^ 
is in front. Because in this manner they will have 
tained their proper situation for forming the linis. 

No. 18. The company in open column of settUm^'. 

filing to thefroni. :' 

■ . . ■« 

Column^'From the right of Seetions^le to thefr^ 

March. i 

At the caution, the chief of section steps to the riglij^ 
file of his section, and at the word march^ he instantly 
gives the words, right face-^eft turn. The whole art 
immediately in file marching, with their right l^diof 
in the direction of the column's front. The principles 
of which must be strictly attended to, as directed in the 
Drill— 3d. Division ; also. Part II. No. 3. Each file 
is not only to cover exactly thQse before him^ but dress 
in line of the file in the other rank. The oommandflnt 
of section, when they face, will be on the left of the 
leading flank file, which w^U be considered as the pivot 
in the re.formation of sections. If the captain choo« 
ses, he may halt and front, and th^y will then be in line> 
and may uheel up by company on the right. 

Note. This movement Is never to be attempted with 
eut ih^ lock step. 
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To. 19. To farm $eetioni on the marchy the compatyf 

in Jilet* 

Company'^Form Sections-^March. 

, Instantly the commandants of sections pronounce 
listinctly and quick, frotU^^rigki wheel ; and the in^ 
rtint the section is completely wheeled into open co- 
Iwnn, he gives the word also, foriaardj and the whole 
■rein open column of march, from tile marching, with, 
•at halting. 

Note. If the left of the column is in front^ file from 
fteleft. 

■ 

Ko, 20. To move a column to a Jlanh when on the 

morch* 

' tolumn wffl march to the right Jlank-^Right fac&^ 

March. 

l!lie same principles, as to the step, are to be obserr- 
d as in filing to the front, as the lock step is to be 
Rgsrded in all file movements. Preserve the true wheel. 
iBg distance in the sections. 

Ho. 21. To front the column^ on the march when 

filing to a flank. 

Column-^Front — Forward, 

At the word fronts the step being completed, the 
whole face to the If ft ; and at the word /or trarJ, which 
utobe given at that instant, step off with the left foot ; 
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or if the word is not seasonably given to •dfwan,^ 
serttons will mark time, and wait the word /orvari 
be ^iven, b«>fore they do adrance. 

Ff'iniK tv the left Is performed on tlie suw p 
ciplis, leverstn^ the words right and left. 

Filing; Jrom the left, and from the centre, is on 
milar principles. 

Note. Post the markers in all the tamings by 1 
as noticed in 3d. Division. 

No. 92. To ^le from the right and left ofndim 

the march. 

Column from the right and left of sections^ fie i 

front — March. 

The officer commanding each section, will, on 
first caution, step near the centre of his command j 
at the word march, repeat instantly, outward fa 
right and left turn. The files briskly face out' 
from the centre ; the half which face to the right 
turn successiTcly by files to the left, filing to thefi 
Those which face to the left turn to the right, am 
io the front, making two lines, one on or from 
flank, preserving the distance between the lines, e 
to the full length of the sections of the column. 

No. 23. To countermarch the column. 

The column zsill countermarch by sections fron 
rear.^^Rear sections — March. 
The commandant of the rear section instantli 
dersj form section^forzcard. At the word sec 
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^ bee inward ; those on the right wheel to the rif^ht ; 
V^ on t|ie left wheel to the left. At the word /or. 
^rd^ which is instantly on the formation of the sec. 
>$f ihey move on through the centre by the iong step, 
ich section wheels up in the same manner, and fol« 
ws, at wheeling distance, in open column. The left 
■w being in front, it may he changed by wheeling on 
» centre of section to the right about, as in No. 10. 
.rt III. when the ofHcers, soldiers, and sereral sec 
»n8 will have the same relative situation as at the first 
mation of the column. 

Note. This method of filing from right and left of 
risions, and passing the rear to the head of the co. 
mn, is useful in the exercise of soldiers ; habituates 
e commandants of sections to be lively and resolute 
deliTering the words ; the soldier attentive and ra. 
d in his morements ; but it would be a very dange* 
m9 movement for a column near an enemy, especial. 
f with troops who are not of the best iLind. 

No. 24. To form line by wheeling sections. 

The right of the column being in front, halted, (or, 
r on the march, the markers will have been detached 
the new alignment, and suitable preparation made 
or forming the company) the captain orders-* 

Cmnpaiiy— 6^ sections — to the left^^wheelinio line--^ 

March. 

If the company be in motion, the pivot men halt at 
the word morcA, and face to the left, dressing with the 
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markers; the remainder wheel to the left^aod 
in line. 

No. 25. To countermarch a company kg/ 

The company will counter w arch by JUes fri 
right — Right Jace — By the left counterm 
March, 

• 

The captain takes post at the left of the 
file, and the whole step off by the lock step ; ( 
files by a marker at the right, and move along t] 
until the right has arrived against the marker o 
ter of the left, (which remained there when tl 
iwny mored) and one or two paces in rear 
when the captain orders— 

UaU—Front^By the right-^Formrd—D 

At the first word the company halt ; and 1 
fiice to the left at the second ; at the third, tli 
np and dress by the directer ; the captain step 
right of him, to ascertain the line, by him and 
left on the original right. 

The countermarch from the left is eiecated 
same manner, only facing to the left, and tur 
the right. 
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0. 26. T%e companjf filing from line into open 
column oj sections, 

Tympany tBDiil Jile from the right of sections /• 
the reoT'-'Right facC'^March. 

the word marchy the commandaDts of sections 
itly order-— Afg*^/ turn — learing a marker at the 
of each section, around whom the files of that 
a turn, snccessWel}', marching otf directly to the 
obser? ing the same rules in the march, as in No. 
irt III. 

7. To halt the company when filing from line 
into open column ^ and to form line. 

Column-^-Halt — Front, 

e company will halt at the word ; and if any 
ng of files, they will be immediately closed. At 
ord frontj they will face to the left, standing in 
column right in front. The captain observing 
he pivots are well dressed, orders — 

ctions-^To the left'^^Wheel into line-^March* 

ike first words, the pivot men face to the left, as 
ly directed, when wheeling into line ; and at the 
marchy form the line, fronting as in the first po- 
of the company. 

the captain wishes again to take op the old pnsi. 
and e&ercise by the same species of movement, it 
be done as in No, 28. 
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No. «8. The comp&ny filing from left of m 
in open column to ihefronU 

Company^^From the left of sections'^Ftle t 
frontr^Left face-'^March, 

The sections face to the left at the word ; whec 
Comtnandant of section, on hearing the word, bi 
orders, Right Turn. The filing is conducted ; 
fore ; halted and wheeled into line in the same 
Der. 

Note. Filing from the left to the rear, anc 
the right to the front, may be performed in the 
manner ; obseryidg, that if you file from the 1 
eections (or any other diTision) to the rear, the 
must be, Leftface-^To the left turn ; and whet 
ed in open column, the ranks must be faced 
right (instead of left ;) and the right of each sectl 
comes the pivot ; as filing from the left of secti< 
the rear, flings the left of the column in front, a 
wheeling into line must be to the right. Fil 
the/rof}/, from the right of sections (or any otl 
tisions) the words will be the reverse of those in 
from the left to the front. When halted in op 
lumn, and ordered to front, they must face to tl 
This also flings the left of column in front. J 
maimer may yon bring ofi* a regiment from the f 
left of column leading. 



^0. 29. The company in open column of eeciiont 

wheeling on the pivot. 

The captain who comoiaDds the leading tectioo, 
when he arrives at the pluce des gned for wheeling and 
changing the direction of the column, gives the word 
^ his own division-— 



Section^-^Left wheel^-March, 

At the word marchj the pivot marks time, and, the 
ivheel completed, he gives the word Forward ; leay. 
'hg a marker on which the sections, wheel as they 
iirive, by order of the several commandants. 

It may be rememl)ered as a general rale, that in al. 
tertng the direction of a column, whether on a stand* 
iiig or moveable pivot, on the pivot or reverse flank, 
that every division wheels on the same ground, sue* 
CSBsiyely* That each one may rest his pivot flank on 
the same point, a marker hould always be posted, 

Ifo. 80. To change direction of the column on a 
moveable /livot^ on the reverse flank. 

A marker being posted where it is intended to com- 
Hence the change of direction, facing to the column on 
the pivot or left flank, the commandant of the leading 
^tion, when he arrives within one pace of the marker, 



Left shoulders forward-^Righi wheeL 

At the flrst words, the left shoulders being project- 
ed, occasions a partial facing to the right, and is an in- 

10 
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dicati'on of the object desired. The wheel is t 

as already pointed out ; the directer on tbe 

piTot, just brushes the breast of the marker ^ 

left elbow ; the file on the rererse flank acts is t 

able pivot, taking steps of six inches, and descr 

by his moTement, a part of a circle. Bnt it is 

observed, that notwithstanding the wheel is tc 

right, the left flank governs, or is the point toa 

which the files will close, and keep the touch of 

elbow, and is governed by the directer of the i 

When the section has obtained the direction reqoiir 

the commandant orders — Forzcard — When the whi 

section step oS together, by the ordinary step, to tl 

front direct. 

i 

No. 31. The column of sections^ with the right j| 

front J formed in line to the right, }1 

Column'-^Form line on the right-'^Fronting to m 

right. 

At this caution, the directers, who are on thelefl^ 
change by the rear to the right, as the right is then to 
be the pivot. When the first section has nearly arri^ 
ed opposite the marker which has been placed to de. 
signate the point of appui, or where the right of %t!ie. 
first section is to rest, for the formation of the n6f(, 
line, say within one or two paces, he orders— 

Left shoulders forward^^Right wheel, - ■ 

The last order is given the moment the right flank 
ef the section has arrived opposite Ihe marker. Thi 
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ring completed a fall wheel, or at right an* 
lie column's front, and facing of course to 
ink, the commandant orders— 

Hali^Right Dress. 

3nd section continues marching along the 
e first section, or new line, until arrived 
or two paces of the left of it ; when the 
it ordent— 

ders forzcard — To the right'-^Wheel into 

line. 

irst words, the marker from the left flank 
\y forward on the new line, a sufficient dis. 
those alrAdy formed for the whole of his 
form on ; he then faces to the new line. 
>ection is up within one or two paces of the 
tmmandant orders— 

Halt — Right Dress» 

ion then dresses in line with the first. The 
sections proceed in the same manner, until 
ire formed. The captain will stand on the 
g the formation of the line ; will take par* 
ice of the several markers as they arrive on 
fore their sections ; and if they do not post 
correctly, he will move them forward or 
by signal, as may be necessary, 
e may be formed expeditiously either to 
ear, or obliquely, by improving the mar^^ 
irecters. 
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No. 32. To march to the right byJUa ; to past a 
gatty or defile ^ and increase the front after itspasi 
sage. 

Company — right face^-^March. 

The whole company face to the right, mt die wordi 
and inarch by the lock step. It may then be turned W 
the right, or left, (on principles already explafnedyA 
circumstances may require, in order to pass m'^'ofe, ir 
defile. When passed, the captain, to increise tiM 
front, will command-— 

Company-^form sections-^March. 

At the instant the word march is given, the coou' 
mandant of the leading section pronounces, quick wA* 
, distinct— •>« 

r/, 

Front or (left face) Right wheel* 

The remaining sections proceed in the same ni8]j»| 
ner, wheeling up into open column of sections, 
on the same ground, as it arrives. The front may tiMlj 
be increased, if required, as in Nos. 11 and l^ 
III. 

No. 33. To diminish the front of an open col 
sections^ by breaking off files. 

The column marching with the right in front^wl 
the width of the passage may gradually decrease, 
commandant finds it necessary to break off one 
He tl^en orders-^ ' 
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OneJUe on the right'^^reak off-^March. 

Immediatelj the flank file of each rank will mark 
time ; when the rear file is clear of the rear rank, he 
inclines to the left, and takes post behind the second 
file from the right flank. As soon as both rauks have 
|Mssed the front rank file, he also inclines to the left, 
JUM takes post in rear of tlie then flank file. If it be 
joeGessarj that more files should be taken off the flanks, 
^the order is repeated^- 

Onejile on the right^^reak off — March, 

The.files break ofl^, and take post, as did the others. 

The files also which are already in the rear, incline to 

i^ left, safficientlj to gain one file, equal to the one 
; broken off, and shorten the step to make room for the 
\ last two files, to form between them and the rear rank 
r of the section. The sergeant or directer on the right, 

doses up to the remaining part of the section, as often 

ji the files break off. 

L , Files may be broken off in this manner, if necessary, 
iKDtil the whole section is in file marching by the left 

If an opening should present, directly off at right an. 
gles with the front, the section may be faced briskly to 
Vlw right, and moTO directly forward in line ; the two 
files on the left wheeling, or turning as on the centre, 
l^ilie right, the sergeant shifting to the right ; or, the 
H^etion may be wheeled up to the left, and moved for- 
ji^rd, the two files on the left wheeling as before. Or 
Ehey may be formed to the front, by files successiyely^ 
in the following manner. It is ordered— 
♦10 
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Onejile to the froni-^March. \ 

When the two ranks last broken off* incline to W 
right, and resume their places ; the sergeant also nMi^ 
ing to the right, to give them room. The other files^ 
the rear, close up to the rear rank, and incline one filft 
to the right, which may be ordered up to their jplactt 
in the same manner, observing the same rules, wdl 
the whole are formed in sections. W 

Files may be broken off the left flank in the nunif 
here directed. 

Files of tzco^ three or /our, may be broken off, «f i _ 
the same principles. * 

* It is directed in the French discipline, that the ftn fi 
broken off^ shall Jirtt mane up, and form to the front M 
it must be seen, that they will not hare taken their oiiill 
ground, by forming on the right flank as then sitaated ; Mi 
of course will be under the necessity of moving^ to the rigb^ 
one file, at every time a new file is ordered up to the fntk 
It is, also, less expeditious ; for the time taken up^ tkefrd 
file lubich Haas broken off^ and is at the greatest dUtanee, will 
be equal to the time necessary for the formation of the whole 
section, if done at once ; as all the others, being nearer, would 
form before them. The* manner of performing it, as direct- 
ed here, reserves to each one his place, without intermixing 
the files ; and if ordered to halt in that situation,and wlied up 
in a b(-(lv, there would be no confusion. There can be no 
doubi, but disciplined troops might perform in either mode 
wUhout confusion. But the mode here directed is certainly 
more expeditious, less difficult, more simple, and of course lesi 
liable to confusion, and better adapted to tlie militia. 
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^iles may also be broken of}' both flanks at the same 
lue: The front, howerer, is never (o ho reduced id 
r files below the number of the ntnks^ «vhen broken 
W one flank ; nor less thau double thtU number when 
vkeo of[ both flanks^ 

No. 34« Loading and Firing, 

As loftding and firing composes a considerable part> 
the discipline of soldiers, it is highly important that 
ay sihoiild be frequently exercised for this purpose, 
ley should load by company in quick time, as pointed 
it in the 3d Difisioo of Drill ; and also, in the quick, 
t time. Correctness in this can be obtained only by 
rtctice. 

Ithe manner in which a company load, and fire, in. 
pcates the degree of discipline, to which they hure at- 
lined. The soldier who is first loaded, and prepared 
sr firing, may be considered the most attentiYO to du. 
y, and best disciplined. When the order is glTen to 
badi it is executed in the manner already laid down. 
In firing, much depends on the officer. He is to 
^ the words in time, and always in the same time. 
To fire precisely^ the officer will frequently give the 
rordsy ready — aim^^flre^ when they will at least per. 
brm the motions, with the same formality as when fir. 
hg actually. After the word yir^, they will come te 
be loading positition ; then the officer orders— 



Il« 



Ob««prre. tint tbe mr nr.k if clM«d to iIm iToiit^ 
vitbia one foMz tint tb^r pifm mrp broei^t dowi 
fo the riflit of tbpir ^U !<>!i4-»p^ vhm firing to the froM 
dfrfff ; the ri^ht foot m little to tlie rigfct, and mpiaik 
4e ioterral. 

In firing to tbe rigTit obliqnefr: the left foot of fhe 
n^r rank man is to be passed forward, and towards tiif 
right ; the rii^ht shoulder flong back. 

When firing obliquely to the left ; the 1^ foot il 
adTanced toward the interval, on ihe left of his file Iflt- 
der, and the piece pointed on the left ; the left knee a 
little bent ; and the upper part of the body, in all thf 
firing positions, is to be a little inclining forward. 

Load with the piece pointed obliquely when it wtf 
discharged in that position. 

No. S5. To fire by files independemify. 

The company will fire by filet indepemUy^^Ready^ 

Commence firing. 

At the last word, the flank file of the right aims and 
fires. The next file aims at the instant the first fires. 
The third proceeds in the. same manner ; each file re- 
garding the true time between the firing of the sereral 



f 
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Bn, antil the whole have fired from (he right to tho 
left of the company. 

* Thea ranks may be formed, and fire by indepen. 
dent files, and the third rank load for the centre ; and 
hy exchanging their pieces a continual fire may be kept 
ip bj the two front ranks. This would undoubtedly 
be one of the most efficacious methods in resisting the 
lUacks of cavalry, where a hallow square might be 
iNiDecJ, with three ranks ; or where the formation was 
is two ranks, the square might be formed of two bat* 
tilions of regiment, by the doubling of one on to the 
itber, making four deep ; or as in No. 23. Part IV. 
Let the front rank kneel, placing the butt of the piece 
igsinst the ground, with the right hand grasped around 
f tke small part below the lock ; the left near the swell ; 
lad the piece supported arid managed at pleasure by 
the left arm, across the left knee ; the butt on the 
groQnd, actingNas a pivot for the gun. 

The other ranks may fire in the following manner : 

The two centre, (viz. the third and fourth, or rear rank 

of one company, and front rank of the other,) may 

ire by the words already given. The rear rank will 

INI88 their pieces loaded to their several file leaders in 

tiie third rank, with the right hand, as soon as the third 

mnk have discharged their pieces. Those of the third 

nnk, will pass back their pieces (which they have 

alieady dischai^ed,) to the retfr, with the right hand ; 

and those in the rear, receive them with the left, and 

immediately load ; while those in the third rank fire, 

then load, and fire the second time; and with the 
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right hand, pass back the pieces, and receive their owi 
loaded. In this manner the third rank will fire; 
first with their own pieces, and then change with tlte 
rear or fourth rank, fire theirs twice, and load once 
•arh time they receive them. 

This mode of resisting cavalry, connected with the 
8Di?gestions in No. 12, Part II. and No. 23, Pirt IV. 
will be perhaps considered worthy of attentioo. 

It wonld seem, that no body of cavalry, which conM- 
be brought to act against the courage and discipline of 
a regiment, posted and formed in this manner, coelJ' 
possibly overpower it. The fire must be ierribie ; M 
order strong. 

No. 36. Firing h^ ranks independently. 

This it also considered as an excellent mode of de^ 
^SDce in many cases. We do not find it mentioned by 
English writers as being used in their armieSy but high-^ 
ly spoken of by the French.. In performing it, threi 
ranks are necessary. Although our militia formationt 
are in two ranks, yet actual service will undoubtedly 
luring about the formation of three. For the purpose* 
of exercise, three ranks may be formed in the manner 
following :-— Divide the company into three equal seo' 
tions. The third section is moved by the back stiapy 
sufiiciently to clear the two other sections, which stand 
fast. The third section is then faced to the right, aad 
at the word march^ the rear rank marks time until tlie 
left of the front rank is even with the right oi the reir; 
(bey then move on in one rank in rear of the other tw* 
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xtioos, halt, front and become the third rank, to the 
NO right sections, which do not moTe. The indepen. 
ent rank firing may then be executed in the manner 
)Uowkig : 

The company will fire by independent ranks. 
Front rank^^Rcady^^Aim^^Fire, 

The front rank only fire at these words. The se. 
Mid tank is fired in the same manner, only using the 
ords centre ranky instead oi front. The third rank 
not fire, but load for the centre, exchanging their 
ieces as directed in No. 31 of this Part. 

It would seem, that one great object for this kind 
f firing, is, that one rank only shall be found with 
leir pieces unloaded, at the same time; which may be 
leful, especially on a retreat, when followed by light 
oops. 

The ranks, after firing, may be brought about, 
arched, halted, fronted ; and either one or two ranks 
red Independently ; taking care that one rank, at 
R9t, have their pieces always loaded. The ranks that 
[change muskets should be careful to hand them pro- 
nrly ; the rear rank without cocking ; the centre to 
tarn them after discharging without hfUf cocking. 
b&JirH and second rank to be sure that their pieces are 
dy half cocked, when they face about, or march ; as 
t their firings it would be probable that some might 
ive cocked their pieces before the word is given to 
larch, or right about, ^^ Bonaparte's guard receiTed 
rders to go through these firings in Italy, (says De 
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Lacroix) whilst retreating in good order ; and 
step more accelerated than the common, thej j 
the time lott in halting, in order to ezecate the 
iogs and loadings. By this fire, a prodigioan ni 
of the enemy were slain." 

Observations respecting the DisdfsHne of u Com 
and the Duty of its Ojficers. 

The captain is to the company (as has been o 
ed) what the lieutenant colonel is to the regimei 
if to be responsible for its discipline and good a] 
ance. Much depends, however, on the subalter 
cers. A captain, to have that aid from the anbal 
which will best promote the good order and disc 
of the company, cannot hot see the necessity, tha 
should be equally well instructed in the drill, a 
the movements of the company or regiment, as hi 
This cannot reasonably be expected of them, 
they are frequently put to the duty of exercisic 
company. It will not only relieye the captain 
mate and instruct the subalterns by the frequent 
tiee, but give the soldiers more confidence in thei 
lities, and more cheerfulness in their obeditoce 
give that instruction which is necessary to a com 
the officers will be always attentive to the attiti 
the soldier, whether standing or moving^ as renf 
in the 1st Division of the Drill. While the comp 
in motion, they will frequently cast their eyes 
them, from different positions which they ought t< 
for observation, in front, and on the flanks, /ii j 
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:o see that they march square, and without leaning to 
right or left, and carry their arms properly. On the 
flankSi to see whether the step is made according to 
rule, and particularly that the knee is straight, the mo. 
tion easy, and the leg swinging naturally from the' hip 
joint. 

Officers generally do not consider the necessity of 

of good non-commissioned officers, or duly estimate 

their services ; and it cannot be too strongly recom. 

nended to the officers, to be attentive in the first place 

fo this part of the company, that they are well drilled, 

and understand the movements. With eight well dis^ 

eiplined non-commissioned officers, who understand 

the movement, they need not hesitate to attempt almost 

toy manoeuvre within their own comprehension, with. 

out fear of confusion. 

The captain should often exercise his company (af. 
ter being well instructed in the drill) in the manoeu. 
Tres, as explained in Part IV. It may be presumed 
(hat a captain is equal to the command of a regiment, 
hi respect to the several manoeuvres. To avoid repe- 
fition, therefore, as much as possible, he is referred to 
hrt IV. for a more particular detail of his duty; 
thich, it IS believed, with what is already explained, 
till enable hinl to apply to his company all that in. 
formation and knowledge of tactics, which are neces- 
firy In any situation whaterer, either separately, or in 
foment. 

11 
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PART IV. 

•ISCIPLINB AND EXERCISE OF A REOIMENTf WITH 
THE REVIEW AND INSPECTION. 

Ko. 1. To parade a regiment ; plant the colour i ; 
march in column i and wheel into line^ previous to 
the review. 

M. HE regiment is to be drawn up in the manner as al« 
ready directed io No. 2, Part II. The officers posted 
as in the Table, No. ^, Part II. The colours are 
brought and planted in the following manner. The 
eldest company of light infantry is detached for this 
purpose. They are wheeled out of the line in open 
eolumn of platoons ; the two ensigns who are to carry 
the colours are posted between the two platoons, the 
eldest on the right ; the drum and fife majors, with 
select musicians, in front ; the whole conducted by the 
adjutant to the quarters of the lieutenant colonel, or 
eommandant of regiment, marching in quick time,with- 
out music. When arrived in front of the comman- 
dant's quarters, the detachment halts, and wheels into 
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line, fronting his quarters. The two ensigns mnik 
up to the door, or gate, in order to receive the colom^f 
the two sergeants accompanying, one on the rigll/ 
and one on the left, two paces distant, with arms wli 
vanced. The colonel meets them at the door« or gat% 
and presents the colours to the ensigns. The capttii 
then orders— iVe^en/ Arms, The soldiers then pre. 
sent their arms, the drums give the three cheers^ aod 
the band of music, if present, play a march. The ea- 
signs, in the mean time, take their posts in front «f 
the centre, and the sergeants pass to their plMses. IH 
captain orders— 

Shoulder Arms-^Platoons — on the Itft^^adtwoii 

wheel-^MarcK 

The ensigns take their posts between the> platooni) 
when wheeled ; and the captain orders—* 

Colum n^^Quick — March . 

The detachment marches back to the right of tbe 
regiment, in quick time, music playing. If the com- 
pany arrive on the left, they pass by the rear. Thef 
are not in any case to pass the front of the regiment 
When arrived, they wheel into line on the right of tiM 
regiment, which stands with shouldered arms, at open 
order. The officers of companies advanced three pif 
ces, and tbe field officers six paces, in front ; the major* 
before the centre of their respective battalions. Th0^ 
ensigns with the colours enter on -the right, ten paces 
in front of the line, and immediately the band (or other 
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io their abseoce) stationed between the two bat- 
s,. strike a march io common time, bjf jchich the 
nsigns move along the front. The iirst ensiga 
t)efore the centre of the Jirsl battaliony directly 
at of the major, and faces towards it ; at that in. 
the major orders-^ 

Baiialion-^Present Arms. 

i battalion present their arms, and the major sa. 
the colours. The other oOicers do not salute, 
nsign then proceeds to his post in the centre of 
ittalion. The s^ond ensign passes on without 
> before the first battalion, and takes his post, 
ame formalities and the same honours are paid 
>lours in the second battalion, when he arrives 
3 the centre. The colours are returned in the 
manner. 

is movement, well performed, is commanding, and 
Ine effect in a parade. But there is still a greater 
: in view than that of shew and parade. It is de- 
l to Impress on the mind the importance of the co- 
to a battalion ; tliat they are not only useful^ 
>nourable, to those who preserve them. The ar. 
if every nation consider that corps as defeated 
isgraced, which loses its colours In battle. In a 
st with an enemy, they are to be preserved at all 
dsy or they will be displayed by them as trophies 
tory. 

e formation of the regiment is generally com- 
1, and the colours presented, before marching to 
♦11 
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the ground designed for exercise. The time which 
Xmsses while marching to the parade, may be improTed 
adfantageonslj, in attending -to some of the more- 
ments which are applicable to a column of route; 
such as opening ranks and closing, breaking off files^ 
breaking off sections, &c. 

Before the column arrives at the ground, the adju* 
tant, or quartermaster, or some suitable person, will 
bare ascertained the two points of tqtpui and formom 
Hon. If the column enter at the point of formaiumj 
or correction, the adjutant will post himself as a mar* 
ker at thai pointy around whom the head division will 
wheel, with the pi?ot on the left. The officer con. 
manding the leading division, or platoon, posted oa 
its left, as soon as wheeled, will cast his eye to the 
point of qijpui^ at the extremity of the line, and march 
perfectly square and direct towards, it, as shewn him 
by the adjutant. The platoons, as they arrive at the 
wheeling point by the adjutant, successiyely wheel pn 
the same ground, and the officers or directors on the 
phot flank severally follow in the track of the suc- 
ceeding one, each directer taking care that the pivot 
flank is exactly on the alignment The files will be 
eareful to keep the gentle touch of the elbow to the 
left, and avoid opening out of files from the left, to 
save the necessity of closing up or dressing the pivots 
when halted. When all the platoons have wheeled on 
to the ground by the adjutant, or first marker, and the 
head platoon arrived at the point intended for the right 
of the line^ the commandant orders-— 
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ColunM'^Hali. 

Each commandant of platoon repeats instantly the 
word halt, nor saffers any further moYoment without 
order. If they ha?e been inattentive to keep the pi- 
Tots well dressed, and the files closed, it must be done 
by order of the commandant, who will easily dress the 
laaks, by establishing a marker, between himself (who 
is on the right) or point of appai, and the adjutant^ 
who is on the left. The directers, or officers of each 
platoon, are then ordered to dress in line with the co- 
lonel, the adjatant, and middle marker^ and the pla. 
toons doted, the flank of platoons in line of the direc- 
lers* The colonel then orders 



Platoons'— To the left'^Wheel into line— March, 

At the second order, the pivots face to the left, and 
to the proper front of the intended line, dressed with 
Mch other. At the word march, the platoons wheel 
to the left, as already directed ; the commandant of 
platoon steps in front of his command when wheeling, 
iBclines to the right of it, obtains the situation by look- 
ing at the directers or pivots, where the right flank of 
his platoon ought to rest ^ and will be able to halt the 
platoon when in line. 

The officers, when the line is formed, take the seve. 
ral places assigned them when in close order, except. 
iDg those on horse back, who may be necessary for the 
exercise of the regiment. 
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If the column, with the right in front, approacbd; 
the new line by the ri|;ht of it, instead of tiie ie!t, i 
yriW then be a succesive formation. The leading pla 
toon, when arrived at the point designed for the righ 
of the line, rests the right of the platoon near tha 
pointy and wheels up to the right in line with the mar 
kers, which designate the line. In this case the righ 
of platoons become the pivot for wheeling, and the di 
recters shift to that flank. The formation Is execojttt 
as pointed out in Manoeuvre No. ^d. 

Note. In all the formations of the line, by vheeliDf 
it will be more correctly executed, if each platoon I 
baited before the wheeling flank strikes the line. Be 
cause, if the platoon wheels too far, it is morediiEcali 
to dress backward than forward; and if behind tiM 
line, they may be immediately dressed forward, accord 
ing to the true principles of dressing, as laid down in 
No. 5, Part I. Third Division. This method is sure; 
e other uncertain. 

No. 2. Review and Inspection. 

The regiment, standing with ordered arms, in close 
erder^ awaits the approach of the reviewing officer. 

The commandant of regiment being notified of the 
general's near approach, orders— 

The battalions will shoulder arms. 

The majors of each battalion immediately order— 

Shoulder"^ Arms, 
The commandant then orders-— 
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The baitalions will take open order, 

e majors immediately command— 

itcdion — Kear rank take open order-— 'March 

the cautionary part of the order, the corporals on 
ght of each company step back in line Mrith the 
namerary rank in the rear, and face to the right, 
it the one on the right flank, who will face to the 
md stand on the line intended for the rear rank ; 
Jjatant on the left; the first major on the right, 
rast an eye at the line made by the corporals, and 
ct qaickly, if necessary. At the word marchj the 
rank mores by the back step three paces in rear, 
[resses with the line of corporals, who will hare 
ed at the word march. 

le officers severally pass to the front, and take their 
ions, as assigned them in the Table, or No. 2, 
II. The non-commissioned officers in the rear take 
ime distance from the rear rank as in close order ; 
)latoon officers assume the soldier's position, the 
: arm only excepted, which plants the butt of the 
atoon at arms length exactly in the line of officers; 
lody and the espontoon perfectly erect. The staff 
3rs on the right of the regiment, in line with the front 
., Tiz : chaplain, surgeon, quarter.master, surge- 
mate, and pay. master ; the drums and fifes of the 
battalion on the right of staff officers ; the drums 
fifes of the second battalion, on the left of second 
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battalion, on the adjutant's left, in two ranks. If tW 
band of music is present, they advance from their poift 
to the interval bet^Veen the battalions. 

When the reviewing officer arrives within thirty pfl- 
ces of the right, the first major f having received tli€ 
caution from the commandant) will order — 

Prescut Arms. ■* 



{ 
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The first battalion present arms, and instantly At 
first major pa^s the salute. The platoon officers per* 
form the salute, successively, as the general arrivd; 
within ten paces.* ^ 1 

Here let it be observed^ and remembered^ that uife^ 
less an officer, saluting^ looks firmly and steadily aL; 
the officer he salutes^ while performing the motions, !(, 

* It is the practice at the review of the British troops, to rM 
eeive the general with one general salute, be presenting hin^ 
self in front. The, officers, after saluting, take the usual poai^ 
tion, and the soldiers shoulder arms, before the general passet 
along the front. This does not a})pear to be well adapted (A- 
the state of our country, where the troops are only seen embo^- 
died once in a year or two ; and when the reviewing' office^ 
ought to have an opportunity to witness the attitude of eveijff 
individual officer, especially, while performing some motionaii« 

The mode detailed above is extremely favourable for this 
purpose ; and from which a reviewing officer, (with the pro- 
per military discernment,) may obtain more knowledge, re*. 
specting the discipline and attitude of tlie troops, and the ak 
and 9pirit of the officers, while paying the salute individually/ 
than in any other possible way during the same length of timOkf 
The mode alluded to in the first part of this note, would pre-- 
vent the attainment of this object, without gaining any time. 
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lught not to be considered as a salute^ What is the 

m 

compliment paid to your friend, when you meet him 
•fith your back, and take off your hat in that position ? 
At the order to present arms^ the drums and fifes on 
the right give the cheers, and beat a march. 

The second battalion perform the same ceremonies 
irithin the same distance. When the reviewing officer 
has passed the left of the regiment, the whole are to 
Itand at shouldered arms, and steadily on the ground. 
The order to shoulder is given to each battalion when 
fte general has passed the left ten paces. The review- 
h^ officer then passes along the rear. Every otHcer 
tiid soldier will stand inimoveably. The soldier^s dism 
fipiine will here be discovered. The zcant of disci'^ 
[fine will be seen in a moment. Any officer or sol. 
ler who will turn round during this movement of the 
f|Aeral by the- rear ; displays either an ignorance of 
[As true soldier'' s attitude^ or the want of the true sol' 
■ Ar** spirit, 

'^^he reviewing officer having passed to the right, by 

hreur, will move from the right, to take a position in 

Ipty in order to receive the salute while marching 

in column. During this time the majors will 

^ ■ Rear rank — Take close order — March, 

.hearing the cautionary words, the officers faca 
right about ; on the word march^ the officer! 
to their respective posts in close order ; and the 
[liir lank closes to within one pace of the front. 
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. The lieutenant colonel gives the caution— 

The battalions will break into open column on the left 

of platoons backward. 

The major then orders— 

Platoons'^On the left backward mheel^»Marck» 

The pivots face to the right ; the whole wheel into 
open column, according to the principles laid down for 
the Company Discipline, No. 6. 

The lieutenant colonel then orders—- 

The column will pass in review* 

At this caution, the officers take their sereral sta- 
tions. - The lieutenant- colonel at the head of the co- 
lumn, four paces in advance of the first captain ; the 
first major at his left ; the second major four paces 
before the captain of the leading platoon in the second 
battalion ; the adjutant on the left flank* of the lead- 
ing platoon of the second battalion ; each comman- 
dant of platoon three paces before the centre of their 
respective platoons ; the supemumerariea in the rear 
of their platoons, as in open column of majpch ; the 
music immediately in front of the column before the 
lieutenant colonel, formed two deep ; . the sergeants 
and directers of the several platoons, on the left flank^ 
which flank is the governing one, except while passing 
the general between the ^d and 3d angles ; it then dif.^ 
fers from the open column of march, with the right ii»- 
front. this beinf^ qh rxception to the general rule fpic 
this particular purpose. 
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This preparation beiogmade, which is done qnickly 
en the cantion, the commandant orders— « 

Column-^Marchr^upport arms. 

This order is instantly repeated by the majors and 
commandants Df platoons, that no one should fail of 
hearing. The whole step off in ordinary time, and 
immediately support arms. 

While marching past in review, the column will 
wheel by platoons, the quarter circle or full wheel, 
four times, before it again occupies the ground on 
Which it stood in line, when the reviewing officer first 
passed and received the salute ; twice before the co« 
lumn arrives before the general, and twice after passing 
him. These several angles are to be marked by camp 
colours or markers, that the march of the column may 
be correct from point to point, and the wheeling of 
the platoons exactly on the same ground. They may 
also be numbered and denominated, Angle No. 1, ?, 
3, and 4, of the march in review. 

When the column arrives at Angle N6. 1, the com- 
mandants of platoons give the words, and wheel as di- 
rected in No. 29, Part III. When arrived at No. 2, 
wheel as before ; the commandant then orders—* 

Carry-^Arms. 

This order obeyed, the several platoon officers^when 
ivheeled at the U angle, will orderr-r 

1? 
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Opeti'-^Ranks. 
Or, 

Rear rank'^Take open order. 

When the platoons s access! frely will take open onh 
as directed in Companj Discipline, Nd« 13, Part II 
When within forty paces of the general (whei% all 
might be a marker or monument) the commandafltll 
pilatoons, as they arrive, will order— 

HeadS'^Righi, 

Each soldier tnrns his head as directed her^ofon 
and keeps that attitude ontil he has passed the genen 
ted paces. The officer then commands— 

Heads — Front 

Rear rank — Take close order-^March, 

The rear rank closes, as in No. 14, Part IIL Tl 
officers then take post on the left, as in ordinary c 
lumn of march ; the sergeants or directers also chanj 
to the left flank, to the post which they should ha 
left immediately after wheeling at the Angle No. 
The music of the regiment, all posted in a body at t 
head of the regiment, as soon as opposite to the g^ 
ral, wheel directly out of the column to the left, ai 
again wheel the second time and front him ; at whi 
post they will continue to play, till the whole r^ 
ment has passed ; when they will wheel into the c 
lumn, and follow in the rear. 

The seyeral officers salute, as they arrive within i 
paces of the general, fixing their eyes directly up< 
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lim, and contioue ia the salating attitude, until three 

Mtces past. 
The officers on horseback salute with the sword ; 

those on foot (platoon officers) with the espoiitoon. 
The sword being carried at the reslj tiie salute is gi. 

venand completed at four motions. 

1. Bring up the sword by a gentle and equal motion 
(somewhat circular) in front of the face, the hiiiul as 
high as the chin, the blade perpendiculur, the elbow 
down ; at this position, and before the motion is check* 
ttl, turn the sword gracefully, so that the llat of the 
Uade shall be towards the face, and the back towards 
tlie general or reriewing officer. 

)• Drop the point of the sword with an equable mo- 
tion ; at the same time stretch the arm so as to straigh. 
ten the elbow, carrying down the arm at the same 
time, until the point of the sword, the hapd, the elbow, 
tod shoulder, are in line as near as may be, without 
coDstraiut ; the point not carried back, but a little 
forward of the body ; the hilt about twelve or fifteen 
inches fcom the hip. 

3. Bring up the sword to the face, as in the first mo- 
tion. 

4. Rest sword. 

Platoon officers saluting with the espontoon, stand, 
ing in the position already described, may perform it 
in four motions. 

1. Bring up the butt to the side of the foot, keeping 
the espontoon perpendicular ; at the same time slip 
down the hand upon it, nearly arm's length. 
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S. Raise the espontoon from the ground ; lit ttrt 
same time drop the point nearly in the sanoe manner u 
the second motion of sword salute; the bntt not point- 
ed upward, above the arm, bnt placed under it In sock 
a manner as to be straight with, and touching the am; 
the palm of the hand upwards, and the espontoon rest^ 
ing easily upon it. 

3. liaise the point, and bring the espontoon near 
the body by a somewhat circular motion ; when per- 
pendicular and near the body, let slip the espontoon 
through the hand, placing the butt by the side of the 
right foot ; slide up the hand to the proper point cf 
espontoon for the standing position. 

4. Carry out the espontoon arm's length, and re- 
sume the standing position. 

Note. Many persons make another motion^ and bring 
«p the espontoon before the face, as in the first motion 
of the sword salute ; but the espontoon is so large an 
instrument, that unless the officer is very expert, and 
much experienced in the use of it, the motion will ap- 
pear clumsy and awkward, rather than graceful. 

The bearers of colours will salute by three motioos. 

1. Drop the point of the staff near the ground, to 
the right of a direct front line from the right of the 
body ; the butt at the hip serving as a pivot.* 

2. Move it to the left (with the point near tlie 
ground) till past a direct front line from the left side. 

• A leather belt should be prepared, to encircle the waist ; 
in which a socket is fixed, suitable for the butt of the colours' 
staff ; by which it may be supported more easily. 
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3. Bring it up to the first position. 

The salute, while marching^ is similar to that when 
standings except for the espontoon, which is carried 
trailed. From this position the espontoon is carried 
to the positon of the second motion of standing salute ; 
aad to finish the salute, the marching attitude of trail- 
ed arms is resumed. 

The officers on foot ought to be particularly care, 
fal, not to alter the just position of the body, in pas. 
sing the salute. Any ^' rising on the toes, or twist- 
ing the body," or tossing (it up, with an expectation 
of performing more gracefully, is far from the idea 
of military gracefulness. Gracefulness in an oflicer, 
when paying the salute, has no relation to such mo. 
tions, or to bowing the head gently^ dropping the 
€onntcioance, or respectfully bending forward the body. 
It consists in ease^ steadiness^ and immobility » Ease, 
as respects the motion of the arm and sword ; steadi. 
pess, as respects the body generally ; immobility, as 
lespects the head and eyes. 

The lieutenant colonel, having saluted, turns out 
from the column, and moves up to the right of the re. 
Tiewiog officer, where he has an opportunity to ob* 
^erre the defects of the troops while passing, and hear 
any remarks which may be made concerning them by 
the general. When the first battalion has passed the 
general, the commandant, who is then the first major^ 
will order— 

♦12 
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Support^^Armi. ' 

The second battalion does tbe same, on the same 
ground, when arrived. The column having wheeled 
at the third and the fourth angles, the commandaat 
then orders— 

Carrtf'^Armt* 

Mark-^Time. 

lie will then see that the pi?ots are well dressed 
while they are marking time. Then<-« 

Column^-^IIdU. 
PlcUoonS'^To the left — Wheel into line^^Marck, 

The column is then wheeled into line as before, and 
on the same ground. 

Note. The camp colours and markers ought nerer 
to be dispensed with, because it brings the troops into 
the habit of forming correct lines. But if they always 
6ould have lines drawn for them, or cut in the ground, 
markers would be of but little use. It so happens ia 
performing manoeuvres, and in real service, that those 
lines are not commonlif at command. It is therefore 
unmilitary, and the use of those lines will prevent the 
habitual use of markers, and render it more difficult 
to form the line in manoeuvring, when obliged to leave 
the marks on the ground. 

The ranks and the files of the regiment being well 
closed, the commandant gives the caution—- 
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Satialions will prepare for impecfion^-btf wheeling 
on the left of companies backwards 

the left of companiet^^Backward wheel-^March, 



The piTots on the left face to the right, and the 
companies wheel on the left backward, in open column 
of companies, as when wheeling platoons. 

The officers on horseback dismount, and accompany 
the inspector to hear and attend to such obsenrationt 
as inay be made respecting the discipline and equip, 
ments of the troops under their command. The in- 
spector begins with the first company on the right, th« 
captain of which will have put his company in the or. 
der of inspection ; ranks open ; officers and non.com. 
missioned officers to the front ; arms shouldered ; pans 
open ; the officers and non.coii^missioned officers in 
three ranks before the centre ; captain and subalterns 
in the front ; sergeants in the second ; and corporals in 
the third, with arms shouldered and pans open ; with 
two paces distance of ranks, and two paces from the 
corporals to the front of the company ; of course, the 
commissioned officers six paces in advance of the com. 
pany. 

When the inspection of the company is finished, the 
eaptain orders, pans shut, ranks closed ; and either or. 
ders arms piled, or to rest on the ground, as the com- 
mandant shall direct. The whole are inspected by 
companies, passing along the front rank of each com. 
pany from right to left, returning by the rear of the 
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same rank ; and tlie rear rank to be passed and 00* 
miiu'H in tho «nmp manner. 

Th» companies all having been inipeeted, the coS* 
maudant orders— 

Aitention^Battalions. 

At this, the oflicers and soldiers, quickly Te»VJf$ 
their places, and assume the soldier's positioo* 

Shoulder'-^ Arms, 

Companies — To the left-^Wheel injto /ifie— ^i^rrcA.. 

The several companies wheel forward to the \^ 
(as already directed for sections or platoons^) and foiii ' 
ihe line. 

REMARKS. 

The inspector is not only to notice the arms and 
equipments of each individual ; but must observe, cri- 
tically, the oflicers and soldiers, as to their position, 
attitude, and 'dressing in the ranks. The position of 
the soldier must first be noticed ; if that is not found 
exact, it must be a close inspection to find the other 
qualijicaiions. If the otficcrs have done their duty in 
this respect, and the soldiers have been willing to do 
theirs^ it will be impossible to keep it from the eye of 
the real military ofRcer or inspector. Without seeing 
any motion, or asking any question, he will knoWy 
whether there is the true discipline, and soldier's spi- 
rit in the company. It will be well for the captaio to 
see that each one has his position (before the inspec- 
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^fsrrifes) according to the direi-tions of the Drill. 

Beoipmber that the head is not to be turned to the right, 
but directly to the front ; the eyes fixed on the ground, 
*boDt forty feet in the front, if on a Hat. Once settled, 
in the proper attitude, the good soldier is fixed as tho 
statue, zctihout motion^ and seemingly uithout sights 
or he does not appear to observe the inspector, or the 
ccompanying oflicers, unless addressed particularly 
especting his special duty, discipline, or equipments. 

The soldier who has arri?ed to this degree of disci, 
line) and exhibits this military ardour, and lo? e of 
nty, has a claim to our confidence, that he will not 
brink from the battle, or fly his post, in the hour of his 
ountry^s danger. 

jfo. 3. Exercise of ike regiment in the Manual and 

Platoon. 

The battalions will take open order. 

When the major will command-^ 

Rear rank take open order^^March, 

At this command the ranks are opened, as in No. 1. 
HirtlV. 

Battalions will perform the Manual Exercise. 

At this caution, the platoon officers face to the right 
bont, to witness the exercise of the battalions. The 
ia)pr8 then give tl\^ word for the manual exercise, 
i'he particular detail of which will be found No. 2,. 
Sd Division of Drill. It is thought, that any furthei: 
ixplanation would be needless. 
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No. 4. Platoon Exercise. 

The manual exercise finbhed, the Uealenant colone 
then orders— 

Battalions uill perform the Platoon Exercise* 
The majors order— 

Rear rank^^ake close order^^March, 

The lieutenant colonel and other officers take posts i 
the rear, excepting the majors, who remain to give th 
words for the platoon exercise, as detailed in the Dril 
The soldiers will load and fire during this exercise, ur 
less cautioned to the contrary. When the regimer 
loads and fires, it ought to be done regularly, as di 
tailed in No. 34, Part ill. 

The direct and oblique Jiring, according to the di 
yisions to which they may be applicable, are here i 
be executed. Remembering, that the direct fire ma 
be made by all, or by any part of the line ; and tl 
firing obliquely^ by grand difisions, battalion, or n 
giment. Therefore, the fire by company, platoons, c 
by files independently, as in No. 35, Part III, rou; 
always be to the front direct. 

No. 5. To Fire by Company. 

When firing by company is ordered, the rights < 
each grand diTision give the leading fire, and the lef 
follow. The commandant orders— 
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\ The Regiment will fire by Companies. 

Commence Firing, 

On heariDg the last order, the captain of the compa. 
Bj, No. 1, (being the right of the first grand diYision) 
will order— 

First Company^^Readjf'^Aim — Fire. 

Load. 

At the word oim, the captain of the right of second 
:|riDd difision, will order-— 

Third Company-^Ready — Aim-^Fire. 

Load. 

The lefts of grand divisions, or even companies, fol. 
kw in the same manner, after the four right or odd 
eompanies ha^e fired. 



is 
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No. 6. To fire by Grand Divisions. 
The Regiment will fire by grand divisions. 

Commence Firing* 

The captain of the right of the first grand diyisioB, 
■hairing the order to begin the firing, by grand di- 
Mmiy gives the words— 



/ 
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First Ghrand DMsion-^Read^f'^Aim^-'Fire. 

Load. t 

Then follows the third, second, and fourth, confon 
ing to the rules just laid down for the companies, as i 
ihe time. 

No. 7. To fire by Regiment^-^tf BaitoHoMr^ b 

dependent Files. 

The battalion is fired by the majors, according i 
the words which have been already named. '''^ 

The lieutenant colonel giyes the word.f^ tlw^ 
giment to fire unitedly, using the same words tiii 
time. 

The lieutenant colonel orders the fire by files indfl 
pendently, as for that of grand divisions. 

Observe, that when the lieutenant colonel orders- 

The regiment will fire by files independently. 

Commence Firing. 

Each company in the regi ment begins the fire at tb 
same moment, on the right of their respective com 
panies. 

Note. The colours are frequently injured by thefii 
ing on days of parade. Wherefore, in all the firings 
the colours, with their guard, fall back one pace to tb 
rear ; and the guard do not discharge their pieces. 

These exercises being finished, such part of the movf 
ments^ as hereafter are explained in this Fourth Par 
will be practised as may be thought proper by tl 
officer commanding. 
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EXPLANATION. 

Id the following Manc^vres, the words of command 
▼hich each officer must pronounce, in order to execute 
the movemeols, are placed in italics^ opposite the rank 
of the seyeral officers ; tIz. The words set against 
-*^ Lt. Col. Com.*' are for the commanding ofticer of 
the regiment, whatever rank he may sustain. The 
words against '^ Major," are for the commandant of 
battalion. The words against ^^ Captain," are for com. 
mandants of platoons. 

To understand the plates for the several Manceuvres, 
the reader is to consider this figure p— — as the place 
where a platoon stands ; and the heavy line as the front 
of the platoon. 

This figure ^ as the place, from whence a pla- 

toon has moved. 

The small dots,*or points, shew the path in 

which the platoons move. 

The small arrows, by their points, shew the direc- 
tion of the march. 

The words of command are numbered, 1, 2, 3, &c, 
tccording to the order in which they are given, by the 
<^eral officers. 
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MANOEUVRE No. 1. 

(See Plate No. I.) 

Close Column, 
Lt. Col. Com. 1. Battalions mil form close column oj 

platoons on the righty in retir of' ike 

Jir St platoon. 
Major. ^. Battalion^-^Form close tui um n of 

platoons in rear of the right^Bighl 

face — March, 
Captain. 3. Halt— Front— RiglU Dre99. 

REMARKS EXPLANATORY. 

At the words Right face, by (he major, the sefC 
ral commanrlatits of platoons step to their commands, 
at the left of the leading file, and cause the right to 
break off the leading files from the line to the rear, to 
be ready to lead out at the word march. When the 
platoons have nearly arrived to the place of the close 
column, the directer of the right of each platoon will 
Step forward of his platoon, and place himself direct. 
ly behind the right of the front or right platoon, in line 
with the sergeant of the right or head platoon, and 
each directer will cover each other in .line, from the 
bead to the rear of the column, on the right flank. To 
these directers, the platoons to which they severally 
belong, will direct their march ; and when the leading 
files have reached the several directers, the officers 
commanding give the words as directed for the cap. 
tain, and dress up by the directer on the right. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 2. 

(See Plate No II.) 
Close column deployed, 

il.Com. 1. The battalions Kill deploy to the 
left on the ri^^ht platoon, 

r. 2. Battalion — Deploy to the left on 

right plafoon^^Left facc^-'Mfti rh, 

lin. 3. U iU.^.Front.m^Foncardmm^Highi 

Dress, 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

hen ordered to deploy to the left, the chiefs of 
ons immediately step to the left of their com. 
Is, at the right of the leading file. The directers 
pass to the left by the rear ; on the word marchj 
ommanders of platoons will conduct them to the 
lid between the left of the platoon, already formed 
le, and the directer who has stepped forward and 
a the ground necessary for his platoon, in line 
the one formed ; the left of which is, to the pla- 
then forming, the point of appui; and the direc. 
chich has taken his post for the left, is then the 
t of formation ; between which two points the 
)on forms, and dresses by the right, 
is to be obserTed as a general rule in all deploy. 
;s, that the officers conduct their platoons parallel 
the line. The officers and directers keeping in a 
from the head to the rear of the column, so that 
leads of the several platoons shall be eyen, and no 
)on projecting out before the others. When the 
on the side next the line is nncorered, or passed its 
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length beyond those already formed, the commandej 
gives the words as directed for the captain. Those wh( 
are at any considerable distance from the line, aftei 
giving the words^ Front — Forwardy will also give th< 
word Hatiy when arrived at the line. 

The directors will observe as a rule, not to leave 
their platoons, to take post on the line, until the pla. 
toon has orders to front. 

On these principles, as in No. 1 and 2, a close co. 
lumn may be formed and deployed on any named divi. 
sion, by platoons^ companies, or grand divisions. Dis- 
ciplined troops most commonly form columns of com. 
panies or grand divisions ; but this formation is not 
well adapted to the state of discipline in our militia. 
The greater the extent of the divisions, in the forma- 
tion of close columns, the greater is the danger of open, 
ing the files. The lock step will then appear more 
important, and the observations on that subject in Parts 
Land II. would then be more impressive. If it be 
thought expedient to form the close column of pla- 
toons into companies, it is easily effected. The left, 
or second platoons of each company in the column, is 
faced to the left, marched to the left till clear of the 
first platoon, then fronted and formed in line with th< 
right, when the column must be closed. In the sanrs 
manner may the close column of companies be forro^? 
into column of grand divisions, facing alternate coc^ 
panies, and forming on the first, third, &c. The clo 
column in rear of the left is formed on like principle 
using left for right ; and in the deployment substituti"^ 
right for left. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 3. 

(See Plate No. III.) 
The close column on the centre. 

Lit. Col. Com. 1. Battalions will form close column 

of platoons on the centre, right in 

front. 
Major. % Battalion'-^Form close column of 

platoons on the right centre (pla. 

toon) right in front — hVings — /w. 

zsard faee^^March. 
Captain. 3. Halt-^Front— Dress. 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

At the words inzoardface, the platoons on the right 
of the one on which the close column is to be formed, 
face to the left ; and those on the left, face to the right, 
or towards the colours of the battalion. Those on tl^ 
' right separate the left flank of their platoons from 4^ 
line, and towards the front ; those on the left of the 
colour», separate the right of platoons from line, 
looking towards the rear. On the word march^ the 
right platoons proceed to form in front of the right 
centre, in close column ; those on the left form on 
the rear, as in No. 1. 



♦13 
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MANCEUVKE No. 4. 

(See Plate No. IV.) 

Deployment of close column on the centre, 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Columns will deploy on the right 

centre platoon. 
Major. 2. Column — Deploy on the right cew- 

tre plcUoon^Outward face — March* 

Captain. 3. Halt Front— Forward, 

4. Halt — Dress* 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

At the words outward face^ those in rear of the 
centre, or colours, face io the left ; those in the front 
of the colours face to the right. On the word march j 
the directions for deploying, as in No. ^, will be fol. 
lowed, with this addition : Two markers are to 
posted, one on the right and one on the left of th^s 
head of column, before the word is given to march 
The markers keep their posts on the line on which th^B 
formation is to be made (and which is on the head o-^ 
column) after the platoons have moved. As soon a 
the platoons, which were in front of the right centr^^- 
have uncovered the right centre platoon, the comman — ► 
dant of this platoon will order— l^'orsx? arc? — and imme^ 
diately marches up the platoon to the two markers ; 
halts and dresses between them. A marker on the 
right, and one on the left of battalion, will have de- 
signated the flanks, and dress in line with the column's 
head ; the two markers pass along the rear to their 
posts, as soon as the platoon is formed on the line. 

Observe. All columns are to be deployed on the 
head division. 
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MANCBUVRE No. 5. 

(See Plate No. V.) 

Close column on the centre ; left in rear ; facing to 

the rear. 

I^ Col. Com. 1. The battalions mil form close com 

lumn on the centre — Left in rear--^ 
Facing to the rear, 
^8Jor. 2. Battalion — Form clone column on 

the centre^Left in rear — Facing to 
the rear, 
3. fVings, outward face^^PlatoonSf 
^y Jiicsj countermarch to the lejt^^ 
March, 
*»Ptain. 4. Left— Turn, 

5. Halt — Front-^Dress. 

EXPLANATORY RBMAHKS. 

, "^t the words wings outward face, those oo the 
'^^t, face to the right ; those on the left, face to the 
I ^« On hearing the words b^Jilesy &c. the comman. 
'^ts of platoons on the left of colours, step to the lett 
^heir platoons, disengaging them to the rear ; those 
^^ the right move to the right, disengaging their pla- 
^^tis to the front ; the outward flank of each platooD) 
^^ that flank which is farthest from the colours, is first 
"'^oved, and lead to form the column. At the word 
^arch^ the whole countermarch to the left, and pro- 
ceed to the column formation. Those of the right 
forming in front of the original line, and facing 
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to the rear of it. Those of the left^ in rem 
g^nal line, and facing also to tlie former rea 
fight centre will conntermarch on its own gro 
hearing the word march^ when the whole cola 
stand facing to their former rear. This coin 
bedpployed,as ManoeuTre No.4,wheh the line? 
made a complete change of front. Or, it may 1 
termarched (as in ManoeaTre No. 6) in close i 
and then deployed. 
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MANOEUVRE No. 6. 

(See PUte No. VI) 



Countermarch of dose column^ by files. 

W.C0I. Com. 1. The columns zcill countermarch by 

files* 
*f«jor. 2. Column — Left face. 

3. Right (or odd) platoons^^March, 

4. Halt. 

5. Column^ by files ^ countermarch t0 
the left — March, 

6. /fait, 
upturn. 7. Left turn. 

EXPLANATORT REMARKS. 

"he whole column faces to the left, at the word by 
' ^ajor. At the word marchy the right or first pla- 
^^ of each company moves out the length of the pla- 
^^ from the column, and halt at the word. In this 
^Mion, suiUcient room is given for each platoon to 
^ntermarch ; and when the words are given by the 
^jor for that purpose, the commandants of pla. 
ons give the words as directed for the captain. The 
^toons which lead out of the column will file from 
^r left into their places in column, which they be. 
te occupied ; and the other platoons countermarch 
^ their own ground. The whole column then stands 
cing to the original front, to be deployed according 
principles already shewn in I^anceuTre No. % 



154 CLBMKNT8 OJ WAR. 

It is considered that enough has been said respecting 
the formation and deployment of close columns, to 
enable the officer to form or deploy in any situation^ 
and on any division of his battalion ; remembering that 
the deployment is always to be in line with the head 
division of the column, and the line extended from 
it, either to the right or left, wholly ; or partially, to 
both flanks. Because where there may be a number of 
columns to deploy, without this rule, the line would 
be ancertaia and irregular. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 7. 

(See Plate No. VII.) 

Change of Position. 

Wheel platoons from line into open column-^File 
into a new alignment diagonalli^ across the right of 
the original line. 

lit. Col. Com. 1. 7^ battalions will break into 

open column^ and file into a new 

alignment ^diagonatli/ icith the right. 

Major. % Bultalion^-^n the left of platoons 

'•^Backward wheel'-^March. 
Captain. 3. Hall — Dress. 

Major. 4. Colamn^^March. 

Captain. 5. To the left — Wheel into line.* 

Major. 6. Halt. 

7. Rear platoons-^^Right face — File 
into the new alignment — March, 
Captain. 8. Halt — Front. 

Major. 9. Colwnn-^To the left — Wheel into 

line—^March* 
Captain. 10. Halt^Dress. 

REMARKS EXPLANATORY. 

At the command No. 2, they wheel into open co- 
lumn of platoons ; at the word march^ the whole move, 
^^\\ the three leading platoons have gained the new 
ligament, and wheel np by command No. 5. The 
whole are then halted by the major, as in No. 6. At 

•These words are given by the commandants of the three 
leading platoons only. 



156 ELEMENTS OV WAR. 

tbe order to face to the right, those in colamn face on] 
the other three platoons stand fast. At the word max 
they inoTe on by files, until they sererally obtain tl 
Stations, with their piYots, in line with the left of 
three leading platoons, which haTe wheeled into I 
Tbe commandants of platoons halt at the mar! 
which are in line of the three platoons, and are des 
ed for the pivots, or where the left flank of eacli 
toon is to rest ; and while standing at this point, 
platoons ^\ep(ut their several commandanf8,when 
are halted by command No. S. The column is 
wheeled, by command No. 9, into line. In this 
noeuvre it is necessary that, the markers should 
designated the line, and the directers from each 
toon have taken the proper points for the piTO 
each ; for the line will then be correct when for 
and the platoons each occupy, in column, the pi 
extent of ground for the line. 

Observe. The platoon officer, will never suffe 
platoon to file past him, y^hen JUing into open co! 
for a new alignment ; -unless when he leads on 
platoon by the reverse flank, or the flank which i 
to be the pivot. For when they lead by the pivot 
have themselves gained the point for it, they wil 
only halt themselves^ but tjie whole platoon. 

This mancEuvre may be of service in habitu 
troops to all the different changes of position, 
an officer, who has a perfect knowledge of the pi 
pies of the echelon, must knozo^ that he might < 
the same change in half the time^ and with less i 
litif to confusion. 
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MANOEUVRE No. 8. 

(See PUte No. Vin.) 

Change of posiiion. 

'on in line ; Jiiing ; forming sections and plom 
toons ; wheeling into Jine, 

i. Com. 1 . Battalions will face to the right"^ 
From files increase the front y and 
wheel into line, 

2. Baitalion-^Rightface^^March. 

3. Form sections — March, 

n. 4, Left face^^Right wheels Forward, 

5. Form Platoons — March. 
a. 6. Rear sections — Left oblique — For- 

ward. 

7. Halt. 

8. To the left—fVJieel into line-^ 
March. 

D. 9. Halt — Dress, 

REMARKS EXPLANATORY. 

i Manocuyre is executed as detailed in No. 32 
3. 17, Part III. except \% heeling into line. Af. 
toons are formed, they [>roscrve distance in open 
], halt, and wheel,as iu the preceding ManoBUv re. 

14 
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MANCEUVRE No. 9. 

(See PUte Na IX.) 

Change of position^ bjf JUing from open columni(i^ 

point^ distant. 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Columns witl change position ^ 

fiUng platoons into a new alignmc^} 
to the left obliquely. 

Major. 2. Column — Left face-^March» 

Captain. 3. Halt — Front. 

Major. 4. Platoons— To the left—fVheti ifrf^ 

linC'^^March. 

Captain. 5. Halt — Dress. 

IlEMARKS EXPLANATORY. 

The new intended line will have been ascertained 
and the markers placed, before the caution. The co- 
lumn being faced to the left, on the word march^ ^^ 
platoons are conducted as directed in MaooeuTre N^'* 
7. The sergeant or directer of each platoon, (befo'^ 
they arrive within ten or 15 paces of the new intended 
line) steps nimbly forward, and takes the position ^^ 
the piTot of his platoon, exactly in line with the m^^' 
kers, and taking the true wheeling distance for his pl^' 
toon. The commandant halts at the directer, and i^^ 
mediately gives the word to his platoon, as in the ^^ 
rection for the captain. If the directers have taken t^ 
positions for the pivots justly, the column will be i^^ 
mediately wheeled into line by order of the commv- ^ 
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^^nt of battalion, as in the words directed for the ma. 
3or. 

Observe. That' in all changes of position by filing 
^Yom open column into a new alignment, that Hank 
^^st lead which is nearest to the intended line. An 
Exception to this rule may be made, however, when it 
^ wished to change the head of the column ; in which 
^se (if the new line is to the left, the right being in 
ffont) the right of platoons may lead, but must coun. 
termarch to the left. The right of platoons then be. 
comes the pivot, and must rest in line with the mar- 
kers ; because the left of column is then in front, roa. 
dy to wheel into line, or move in column by the left. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 10. 

(See Plate Mo. X.) 

Echelon change of position from line. 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Baitulions will change position 

Throw back the right ^ and form 
the left bif echelon of platoons. 

Major. 2. Battalion — On the left of platoi 

backward^* quarter wheel" 

March. 

Captain. 3. Halt — Dress. 

Major. 4. Echelon^^Right about face^Ft 

line on the left platoon — March, 

Captain. 6. Left shoulders forward jHi 

Front-'^Dress^ 

REMARKS EXPLANATORY. 

When the words are given for the quarter wh< 
the officers commanding platoons immediately pi 
the soldier, or a non-commissioned officer, at the 
file, as directed in No, 11, Part II. On the w 
march^ the whole wheel in echelon. The officer! 
platoons give the word halt^ as soon as wheele 
quarter, or two paces, for the 8th file. At the wc 
right about face^ the commandant of the 8th or 
platoon immediately wheels his platoon into the dii 
tion intended for the new line, which will be poir 

• This position may as well be taken, by first facing to 
right about, and then wheeling to the right. 
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^bim prerionslj by the adjutant. The adjutant or 
barker takes the distant point of formation, which 
shall be in line with the 8th platoon, and the whole 
hce to the right about. At the word inarch^ they 
step off together (the 8th platoon excepted) preserving 
the in dependent front for each platoon ; the right fol- 
lowing the left of the preceding. Before a platoon 
ftrrives at the line, the commander orders— /e/lf shouL 
^8 farward^n order to gain ground on the left or 
[hvper right At the moment the right strikes the line 
^or rather the proper left) he gives the word kaii'^ 
Von^-— ifref#— >when the right dresses up in line. It 
i the jTToper left^ which is the governing flank of.pla. 
loons in echelon fn this moTemeut. To save much re. 
letition, the reader is referred to a full explanation of 
he principles of echelon, in No. 11, Part II. 
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MANOEUVRE No. 11. 

(See Plate Mo. XI.) 
The right brought forward bi/ echelon from line, 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Battalions will change position-^ 

B ring forward the right by echelon 

of platoons. 
Major. 2. Battalion^^n the left of platoons 

— Forward-Quarter wheel-March. 
Captain. 3. Halt'-^Dress. 

Major. 4. Echelon^^Form the line on left 

platoon — March. 
Captain. 5. Right shoulders forward — Halt^" 

Dress. 



EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

■ 

The left or 8th platoon nrheels tip to the intended 
line, which vfWl be shewn the commandant of that di- 
vision in time ; the same preparations are made, tlie 
same principles govern the movements, to effect this 
change of position^ as in Manoeuvre No. 10. 



Manoeuvre 



.± 



u. 



/ 



^». 



I^mtm 



T 



;«•■•.. 



iii^. 




MancexivTe 




Front 



r 



■I I 



I 


r 


!"' 


* 


|i 




! 


. 


1 • 

I.I 


4 



;.. 



\ 



) 



ELEMENTS OV WAK. 163 

MANCEUVRE No. 12. 
(See Plate No. XU.) 

Echelon change of position^ hy bringing forxcard the 
righi^ and throwing back the lefty and forming on 
the centre, 

lA* Col. Com. 1. Battalions uill wheel in echelon^ to 

form on 4th platoon ^ (or right cen, 

tre.) 
Major. 2. Battalion-, Left win g^-Right about 

-face — Platoons — To the left quar* 

ter wheel-^March, 
Captain. 3. Halt — Dress. 

Major. 4, Echelon — Form line on Ath platoon 

— March. 

Captain. 5. Right shoulders forward~*-Halt'^ 

Dress, 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

At the formation of the line, the platoon officers, 
who are on the right, will give the words as directed 
for the captain ; but those of the left will give the 
words — 

Halt, — Front — Dress. 

They also direct their several platoons to bring for- 
ward the right shoulders, in order to give the pla- 
toon a position more square with the intended line, 
just before the formation. The right centre, or 4th 
platoon, is wheeled at the major^s first order, into the 
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direction required, say half wheel, or four paces ; two 
markers, at that Instant, take positions for the right 
and left flank of battalion, exactly in line with the 4th 
platoon, as wheeled in the new direction. The forma, 
tion is completed on principles suggested before. ' On 
like principles, the echelon change of position is made 
on any named division ; either wing thrown back ; or 
either brought forward. Observing, that when the 
change is made, on any division other than a flank, 
those on the right or left of it, are to be faced to the 
right about, according as it may be required to move 
forward or backward, either right or left of battalion. 
These examples are deemed sufficient to enable the 
commandant of battalion to effect any change that may 
be required of him by the echelon movement, in so far 
as it respects any change on a fixed point of, formation 
within the battalion. Other changes which regard 
points of formation^ not in the battalion, but distant 
from the original line, will be found in the follow- 
ing Manoeuvre. 
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MAN(EUVRE No. 13. 

' (SeePUte No. XII I.) 

n change ofppsition^ to a point distant^ and not 

within the battalion, 
. Com. 1. Battalions will march in echelon t0 
form in line to the right. 

3. Battalion^'^Uif pl€Uoons — Uo the 
right^ half wheel — March. 
1. 3. H(Ut — Dress. 

4. Echclon^^Forward'^March. 

9. Form line. 
I. 6. Pivots — Mark time^^Dress. 

7. Halt. 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

wheeling of the platoons in this case differs 
he others in the distance of the wheel ; and 

platoons wheel the same distance at the same 

The march in echelon is difficnlt, and re- 
particnlar attention. The front of each division 
3 retained, and the same relative situation pre* 

Battalion commandant orders — Form line. 
3on commandants direct the pivots to mark time, 
r to gi?e the reverse flank an opportunity to fall 
id dress in the line of pivots; the line being pre. 

designated by markers. 

march in echelon to the left flank is executed 
>ame manner. It may be also done to the rear, 
either flank, by facing about ; and b/ wheeling 

echelon, to the flank required.— See No. 11, 
[. 
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MANOEUVRE No. 14. 

(See Plate No. XIV.) 

JTie line formed from open column of platoons^ i 
in front ^ by an echelon movement. 

Lit Col. Com. 1 . T%e columns will form line by t 

lon^ on right platoon. 

Major. 2. Column on the right of plaio 

backward-^hdlf wheelT^Marc 

Captain. 3. Halt'^Dress* 

Major. 4. Echelon-^Form line on the i 

platoon^^March. 

Captain. 5. Left shoulders forward»^-^Hi 

Dress, 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

It was stated in the Second Part, that any w 
short of a full wheel, from line or column, would 
dace an echelon. It may also be noted, that whe: 
open column, right in front, and the formation of 
line is required to the left of the head of colu 
as in this Manoeuvre, and on the right ; then divis 
will invariably wheel on the right backward. If 
formation is to the right of column, the wheel may 1 
be on the left backward, (as when the left is in fro 
in such proportion of a quarter circle as will bead 
ed to the new intended line, according to its obliqi 
or parallelism. The march of an echelon, from o 
column, is conducted on similar principles as thatfi 
line, and the formation the same. Hence it follows,! 
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the line may be formed on any named division of the 
open column, by the movement in echelon, either pa- 
rallel or oblique, to the front or rear of the column; 
and with the left in front, on the same principles. 

Observe, that if the formation of the line is requir- 
ed on any diyision, except the front, either parallel or 
intersecting the column, the divisions in front of tha 
one on which the line is formed must be faced about 
before the formation. If to the left of column, and 
focing toward the rear, the divisions in rear^ or left 
of the one formed on, will then face about io form the 
line; but this, after more than a full wheel or quarter 
circle is made from column, right in front. 
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MANOEUVRE No. 15, 

(See Plate No. XV.) 

The line formed to front by the successive march of \ 

platoons. 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Battalions will advance in direct 

echelon of platoons at paces ^ 

. distance* 

Djiajor. 2. Battalion^^y platoons^ from the 

right in succession^ paces-^ 

March. 

Captain. 3. Forward. 

Major. 4. Form line on the right. 

Captain. 5. Halt — Dress. 

EXPLANATORT REMARKS. 

This is the echelon direct, to form in front, parallel, 
•n a point distant. The line may be ascertained pre- 
Tiously, or the adjutant from the left flank will move 
out when the first platoon marches out, and preserving 
the line of the platoon, will halt at the point of forma, 
tion for battalion, when the first platoon halts at the 
point of appui. The second, when arrived, is halted, 
and formed on the first, by the officer commanding the 
platoon ; the order is instantly given, (by the first) 
when he hears the words, /orw line on the righl^ from 
the battalion commandant. Each platoon, when it ar- 
rives, dresses in line with those already formed, and 
the adjutant at the point of formation, on the prin^ 
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^^s already cjcplained for forming the line. It is to 
kept in mind, that when these formations are on the 
;ht, the director is to be on the right ; and that is 
?n to be the governing flank. When forming to the 
t, by this .kind of movement, the left flank governs. 
^vill be necessary that a position square to the front 
>uld be maintained, and no inclination to the right 
left, unless it be required in order to keep the pro- 
r proportion of the left flank of the preceding pla- 
>n, in line with his right, so that he will neither take 

too much or too little ground, or in any way de. 
ige the other platoons. Each commandant of pla. 
>n halts just before he reaches the line, and imme- 
itely dresses up in line. 

jNote. The commandant of regiment or battalion^ 
U order the number of paces, by which every pla- 
^n is to be governed. When the captain perceives 
^t the preceding platoon has advanced the number of 
ces required, he instantly gives the word forward^ 
^ advances. The other platoons advance succci^sive. 

governed by the same rules^ -^ 
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MANCEUVRE No. 16. 

(See Plate No. XVI.) 

Change of front of the line^ by the countermarch 

files^ on the centre. 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. The battalions uill change /rtr 

by the countermarch ofJUes on ti 
centre. 

Major. % Baitaiion-^Change front — Cotti 

termarch on the centre^ by files, 

3. Wings — Inward face — Two sii 
steps to the right-^March, 

4. By files — March. 
Captain. 5. Halt — Front — Dress. 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

When the wings are ordered to face inwards^ tl 
whole battalion will face to the colours. The two sid^ 
steps^are taken in the manner as. directed in First I> 
Tision of the Drill. The whole halt, without repfatin 
the word. To this rule the battalion will always cot 
form when any particular number of steps are spec 
fied. The order implies a halt when those steps ar 
completed. 

The side steps are to separate the wings, or gran* 
divisions, from the line, to give each wing sufhcieP 
ground to countermarch ; and each to come on thi 
ground which the other occupied. At the words, ^. 
files march^ the whole step off together ; and the cc 



EXEMKNTS OF WAU. 171 

\o\irs and guard wheel to the right about on the cen- 

^^* The leading file of the right wing, or the file which 

^as on the right of guard of the colours in the line, 

originally, will pass on opposite to the right file of the 

guard, as newly w heeled , turn to the left, and form ou 

J*i8 right, or right of colours. The left wing or second 

grand division does the same, and forms on the left of 

coloqrs, or where the first grand division stood. Each 

commandant of platoon will hult and front as they ar- 

"^e on the line. Platoon officers will remember to 

^^e post, in the countermarch by files, on the right of 

^6 first or leading file, or file next the guard of co. 

lours, in front rank, which gives to him his front when 

^oe new one is acquired. The files form on the right 

*od left of colours successively, and front to the for- 

^or rear, when the word is given to front. A marker 

^° each flank is left when the side steps are taken. 

X'he line of battalion is also countermarched by files 
fif^ni the flanks^ in order to change the front. The 
^^^gs faced outwards, the right turning directly round 
• tti^rker to the right, along the rear, and the left wing 
'^^He left, and along the front, changing situation, and 
bourse changing the front. Neither of these methods 
^'^ ^qual to the change by platoons on the centre ; and 
^*^ never be applied with safety except to a battalion 
^^ "Regiment. 
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MANCEL'VRE Xo. 17. 

(Sec Plate No. XVII.) 

Change of front oj a line hy Ihc countermarch offt^ 

toons on the centre. 
Tit. Col. Com. 1. Battalions zciil change front bi/t^ 

countermarch of platoons onthecff^' 

trc* 
M a j o r . 2. Battalion — Bif jylatoons — Countef* 

march on the centre — Left rsing-^ 

Rtzht about face. 
3. Platoons^To the left Ttheel-^a/^ 

inzcard zcheel)^^March. 
C-aptaiti. 4. Halt — Dress, 

Major, 5. Columns — March. 

Captain. 6. To the left^Wheel into 11^ 

Halt — Dress, 

KXPLAKATORT RSMARKS. 

When the wings are ordered to wheel inwards, or t 
the left, they will wheel on that flank of the platoo 
next towards the colours ; those left of their colour 
wheel on their proper ri.i^ht, with rear rank leading 
but towards the left ; those right of the colours whee 
on their left forward ; each platoon is halted by it 
commandant,when the quarter circle is completed, ex 
cepting the two centre platoons, (one on the right, anc 
one on the left of the colours) which continue to whee 
the half circle, as one platoon, on the colours as thei: 
centre, or the same as the left about wheel on the cen 
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^* The two centre platoons will then have acquired 
^ new front, facing to the original rear, dressed in line 
Uh the flank markers of the battalion, denoting the 
^e for the baUalion, The residue will stand facing to 
le centre, in two open columns ; the right wing with 
9 left flank of platoons standing on the line, and the 
ft wing with the proper right of platoons on the line, 
ir rank leading. At the word march^ (when appli. 
to columns) the leading platoon of the right wing 
»Tes along the then rear of the two centre platoons, 
hich are already formed) and wheels to the left into 
e, as ioon as their left flank has uncovered, or pas. 
I those formed with the colours. The others follow, 
J form in the same manner, as soon as the platoons 
erally have passed those already formed in line. The 
t wing proceed in the same manner, excepting, that 
! platoon oflicers will have to add the word front ^ 
:ween the words halt and dress. 
N^ote. When this is well understood, platoons may 
>ceed to form line after wheeling, without a halt. 
i divisions of any kind are brought to the right 
mt) in order to effect any movement, they are al. 
ys to fronts before they dress, 
Fhis is^n important and useful movement; it ope. 
es like jt wheel of the whole body on the centre, 
e formation of the line being successive, a fire may 
immediately begun, by those first formed^ to repel 
enemy attackng in rear. 
♦ 15 
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MANGEUVRE No. 18. 

(See PUte No. XVIll.) 

Countermarch of an cjpeti column through the centre* 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Columns zcill countermarch from 

rear through the centre. 

Major. 2. Column — From the centre — Open 

to .'he right and left — March — Hali. 

3. Platoons — from the rear — March, 

4. Form Platoon — Front — Foricard 



Captain. 



EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

When the column is ordered to open from the cen- 
ire, each platoon opens from its centre bj the side 
step, until the opening is full equal to the length of a 
platoon ; when they halt at the word from the battalion 
Commandant. The rear platoon does not open ; but 
will stand fast, until the order is given for the platoons 
to march from the rear. It then moves on through 
the vacancy in the centre ; and when the second platoon 
from the rear perceives that one has passed, the com- 
mandant orders the platoon to face inward, form the 
platoon, front and forward, at wheeling distance, in 
open column. The others follow in the sadte manner, 
taking care to close the right and left seeticns, as soon 
as may bo, after being passed by the rear platoon ; be. 
cause, after being formed, you may mark time, and 
get the wheeling distance easier, than you could gain 
ground which had been lost by inattention. 
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The liead of an open column may be changed in this 
manner, on the march^ either by mctrking time^ as it 
relates to those which open from the centre, ifntil the 
next in rear have passed ; or by moving in ordinary 
time, by steps of 30 inches ; or by the short step; and 
those from the rear moving by the long step through 
the centre. 

A close column may be countermarched in the same 
manner, and be extended into open column, as the 
platoons successively come out of the close column. 
See Plate Manoeuvre No. 18. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 19. 

(See Plate No. XIX.) 

Filing from the left of platoons to the rear ; from 

line into open column. 
Lt. Col. Com. 1. Baitfdions will file from the left of 

platoons to the rear in open column. 
Major. 2. Battalion-^ Left face-^From the A 

left of plcUoons'^File to the rear-^ j 
March. 
Captain. 3. Left-^Turn. 

Major. 4. Halt — Front. 

Explanatory remarks. 

At the caution to file to the rear, each commander 
of platoon immediately places a marker behind the left 
of platoon, around whom each file may turn suc« 
cessiTely, according to directions in No. 26, Part 
III. 1 he whole move together at the word march; 
and will halt at the word gi?en by the battalion com. 
maiidant, who will have previously established his 
markers where the pivots of the column may rest, 
"When halted, officers will see that the files aie closed 
to the pivot, ready to wheel into line, or^march in open 
column, as may be required. If the march has been 
correct, they will have retained the exact wheeling dis. 
tance, and the lock step will have prevented opening 
out of the files. The column will now stand left in 
front, having faced to the right at the word front. 
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MANCEUVRE No. M. 
(See Plate No. XX.) 

from left of platoons to the front ; from line 
into open column, 

l.Com. 1. Battalions zsill file from the left 
of platoons J to the front in open co- 
lumn, 
2. Baftalion^Tothc left face — From 
Icfl of platoons file to the front-*- 
March. 
Q. 3. Rig/it~^Turn» 

4. Halt-^Front. 

EXPLAVATqRY REMARKS. 

same rules are to be observed in filing to the 
as to the rear, and the same preparation for its 
ecution ; observing, however, that the leading 
' platoons are to 6e halted at the markers, or 
the pivots are to rest when filing to the fronts 
from right or left of platoons ; because in either 
ey will be the pivots, as filing from the right of 
ns, to the front, the column will stand left in 
and pivots on the right ; and filing from left of 
ns to the front, column will stand right in front, 
joH on the left. But when filing to the rear, as 
noeuvre No. 19, the reverse flank will lead, 
course must pass the pivot marker the length of 
rision before it is halted. Filing from left of 
ns to the front, divisions will face to the right 
word front. Column will be right in fronts 
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MANCELUVRE No. ei. 

(See Plate No. XXI.) 

The square formed from line, 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Battalions will form (he hollow 

square. 

Major. 2. Battalion — form square on the 

fourth and fifth platoons^^Remain* 
ing platoons — right about face^ 
Inzcard — to the right half wheel (or 
ieft)— March. 

Captain. 3. Halt — Dress. 

Major. 4. Echelon-^form square^^Mnrch, ^ 

Captain. 6. kight (or left) shoulders fortooti 

-^Halt — Front^^Dress. 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

When the order is given to wheel inwards, the right 
companies wheel to the right, as they then face^ or to- 
wards the colours ; and the left wheel to the left, as they 
then face. The right companies making a half wheel 
in echelon on their proper left ; the left companies on 
their /?ro;?er rigftt^ with rear rank leading. The first 
and third companies form the sides of the square ; the 

• 

second company the front, and the fourth company 
the rear. At the word rnarch^ the first, third, and 
fourth companies, move on in echelon to form the 
square. The first and third captain give the direction 
to bring forward that shoulder, which may be ne- 
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cesBary, according to the side whiph they respective, 
ly form. Those for the right side fling forward the 
left shoulder, and those for the left side project the 
right shoulder. The company for the rear side, coo. 
tlnnes its course until the flank strikes the comer of 
the square, or where its proper right is to rest ; when 
the captain orders— 

To the left — Wheel into square. 

Each captain halts, fronts, and drosses his own com. 
pany. If it be required to form the square hy the re. 
gtment, it may be done in the same manner, by grand 
divisions. 

The two light companies are frequently placed at 
the corners of the square, a platoon or half company 
iUeach corner. The first company, from the right, 
form on the front and rear corners of the right of the 
sqoare; and the second company, from the left, form 
on the other two comers. 

It is suggested whether they would not be better em- 
ployed, in action, in one rank within the square, as 
sharp shooters* In one rank they would cover either 
tide, when the regiment was formed, and might change 
according to the pressure of the enemy. They may 
gain their positions within the square, by filing in. 
wards from the flanks of the regiment, in quickest 
time, without interfering or hindering the battalion 
sompaniea in their formation. They should file in at 
the first caution. If it be required to form the square 
faciog inwards, for any purpose other than resisting an 
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to wheel forward ; or there will be ao opeuing out o 
files, when the square is formed ; or tiles crowded oa 
of place. It is better to be too close than too far di& 
tant. At the words— -c/o^^ to half distance^ the reai 
company (instead of moying up within platoon's length 
as do the other) will close to within one pace. Whei 
it is ordered to wheel outwards, each of the companiei 
wheel by platoons ; the first of each company whee 
outward to the right ; the left or second platoon! 
wheel to the left, and form the square ; except the reai 
eompany, which is faced about by its captain ; and tlu 
front company, which stands fast. The second bat 
talion may close up the leading company to rear of th 
first battalion, and form also by wheeling ; the side 
being double length of front or rear. 

Another method of forming the square^ while on th 
march, may be adopted. 
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MANiEUVRENo. 23. 

(See elate No. XXI II.) 

'm square from open column of platoons on the 

march. 

1. Com. 1. Battalions will prepare against ca- 
valry 
2. Battalion^'-^Form companies^-^ 
March, 
n. 3, Right and left oblique — Dress, 

I. Com, 4. Close coin fun— m March. 
n. 5. lIiilt'-^Dr ss. 

1. Com. 6. First battalion — Right and left 
face. 
7. Bj/ grand divisions — Form square 
— March, 
n. 8. Right (left) turn. 

9. Halt^^^Front — Dress, 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

ipanies are formed as in No. 22. When order. 

:lose column, the battalions close with an inter. 

only 18 inches between companies. At the 

right and left face, the two leading companies 

first battalion face to the right ; the two other 

aies to the left. At the order to march^ the two 

mpanies, led bj their captains, at the words right 

rill file to the right, and form the right side of 

. The other two companies or grand divisions 

the left, and form the left side of square. The 

iding companies of the second battalion move up 

ire the first battalion stood, so far only as to 
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have their flanks covered by the side companies, and 
form the front side of square. The two rear compa. 
nies face about, and form the rear side of square. Tke 
first battalion thus forms the right and left sides bj 
their grand division companies ; the second battalioa, 
the front and rear sides, by its grand division companies 
also ^ and all stand with front rank outwards, except 
the two rear companies, This square, after it is form' 
ed^ is similar to the 5o/<(/ ^ramVe square of the French. 
But the manner of forming is- very different. The 
above mode is pointed out, because it is less complex, 
and more easily performed, by those especially who 
have not a full discipline. The great object ought to 
be (o simplify the movements, and remoTe every thing 
that might tend in any manner to confusion. The 
French mode of formation is as follows : 

The first company is filed to the right, the eighth 
company to the left, to form the right side ; the se. 
cond company files to the left, and the seventh to the 
right, to form the left side ; the third and foortb com. 
panies close and form the front side ; the fifth and 
sixth face about, and form the rear side. By this man. 
ner of forming, part of each battalion helps to form 
the right and left sides, Yixih flanks and ranks reTers. 
ed. The companies which compose them belong to 
different f:arts of the regiment ; and of course, with 
this disadvantage, would be more likely to get mixed 
and confused when closely pressed. In the direction for 
its formation, as in this Manoeuvre, neither the compom 
nies nor battalions fire mixed ; and neither right nor left 
side has a rank reversed. The several grand divisions 
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Ibnn the sefenl sides, and move together. The front 
nnks all face to the front, except the rear side ; but 
la the oiker mode, every side has more or less proper 
front ranks in the rear^ except the front side. This 
iquare, when formed in four ranks, as above, may de- 
fend ID the following manner. The commandant, on 
tlie approach of the cavalry, or enemy, will orders— 

. Front rank — On the right knee — Charge bayonet. 

Remaining ranks zcill fire by independent JHes-^ 

Com mencejiring. 

At the order, the front rank charge bayonet, as di. 
rected In Company Discipline, No. 35 ; and the other 
*three ranks will commence the fire as directed in same 
No., Pftrt III. If the light infantry are within the 
square, they mast reserve their fire until the attacking 
party is so near that they can fairly aim at the heads of 
the horsemen over the square. If they be really sharp 
sh<K>ter8, (as they ought to be) they will contribute 
exceedingly towards the destruction of the assailants. 

Note. If the artillery pieces are present, and with- 
in the square, place the limbers, tumbrils, and baggage 
waggons (if nothing be in them too Talnable) on the 
corners of the square, to cover the flanks of the com. 
panies exposed. 

The infantry ou^ht, in all cases, to be confident in 
their own power to resist cavalry. The officer does 
not exceed his duty, nor the truth, when he assures 
them of safety against the attacks of cavalry : But 
they are also to be assured of the necessity of doing 
♦16 
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their daty in the square, if they would insore Tictory, 
They must stand firmly mt their posts, without opening 
their files ; without wavering, moving, or even shrink, 
ing ; for even the appearance of giving way, will en. 
courage the efforts of the assailants. 

The soldiers who are well disciplined to the move, 
ment in the square, may even march securely, if the 
commandant uses suitable precautions. Some officers 
would move the square, with the sides marching by 
files ; but if they are not perfectly disciplined in the 
lock step, this method must not be attempted, or even 
thought of. The square may wheel into platoons, 
as in Plate No. 31, Fig. 2 ; or Plate No. 26, Fig. 2. 
If the commandant perceives the ca?alry are about 
making a charge, he must quickly re-form the square, 
by wheeling that part which is in platoons. 

It has been made a question, which is the safest method 
of marching ; by a corner of the square, or one of the 
sides, leading. The answer would be in favour of a cor- 
ner of the square leading, provided the troops are well 
disciplined : Because that position is to be preferred, 
which will admit of the quickest re-formation ; and in 
case of a sudden attack, the platoons, as in Plate No. 
31, Fig. 2, will have but a half wheel to make to re- 
form the square. 

Officers and soldiers are to be strongly impressed 
with the idea of certain destruction, when attacked by 
a strong body of cavalry, if they open their files, or 
break their ranks ; and of certain safety, if they reso. 
lutely stand at their posts. 
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MAN(EUVRE No. 24. 

(See Plate No. XXIV.) 

7%tf line formed from o*'en colnmn^ by the Evan^ or 
Fan-Tail movement, on Ihe march. 

"Lit. Col. Com. 1. The column Kill form line on the 

front platoon — Platoons^ oblique. 
Major. 2. Column^-^To the left oblique » 

Captain. 3. For mar d — Long {or short) step. 

Major. 4. Halt, 

EXFLANATORT REMARKS. 

ThtB moTement is designed only for a column when 
in motion ; while a part increase the length of step, 
other parts shorten. When the order is gi?en to ob» 
Uque^ the platoons will gain ground to the left, on the 
principles 'detailed in No. 17, Part I. The leading 
platoon, (on which the formation is always to be 
made) does not oblique, but shortens the step. Each 
platoon, when it has obliqued so as to have uncovered 
the platoon next before it, and gained its true direction 
for its own place in line, which is in front, moves di- 
rectly forward, by order from the commanding officer 
of platoon, taking the long step. The words long step 
"-^hort step^ are given by officers of platoons, as they 
may perceive it necessary, either to obtain^ or retain^ 
the dressing in line, either to gain, or lose ground. 
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The line having been defermlned on before the 
mofement began, and at a distance from it, each pla- 
toon gets in the direction for its place in line, without 
lo«*MiK tfie time (as they all are prbgressing,) which 
Blight otherwise be lost by halting, closing the column, 
and deploying. Platoons halt at the word ; and if 
not perfectly dressed in line by the right platoon, while 
they were in motion, it must be done by order of the 
commandaot, after the whole have halted. 
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MAN(EUVRE No. 25. 

(See Plate Na XXV.) 

Successive formation tf line^ from open column while 
on the march^ to the right flank* 

hU Col. Com. 1. The column will form line on the 

leading platoon to the right flank. 
Major. 2. Form line — Wheel to the right. 

Captain. 3. To the right^^fVheel into linc'^ 

March. 
4. Hait-^Dress. ■ 

SXPLAMATORT &BMARK8. 

When the intention is announced by the comman. 
dant, of forming to the right flanks by wheeling pla. 
toons in succession on a line previously designated by 
markers, the right of each platoon becomes the pi. 
TOt flank, to which the officers and directors are to 
conform. The captain of the leading platoon gives 
the order to wheel, when the right has arrived opposite 
the marker, or what is considered the point of appui, 
or left of part of the line already formed. 

It may be observed, that the several platoons ought 
to march so far to the rear of the line to be formed, 
that sufficient space in front will remain, when wheel, 
edy as will be sufficient for dressing up to the line, ac. 
cording to prescribed rules. 
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The several platoons move on, in rear of those wh Mcb 
ma^ be formed, each following in the track of the )> ^tre 
cedinc; ; wheel up, and form in the manner of the fLWSt 
The commandant of the regiment will have an oppor- 
tunity to witness the precision of the wheeling an^ 
forming of each platoon, individually, by moving 
along the line as it is formed, and will be at hand to 
correct any errors, should they occur. 

Directers will re««iime their places in the line, with- 
out waiting for an order. See ^'o. 31, Part III. 
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MANCEUVRE So. 26. 

(See Plate No. XXVl) 

■« '»« line formed from open column^ facing to the rear 

of the column, 

*^» Col. Com. 1. The column Kill form line on the 

right platoon^ facing to the >ear, 

Mftjor. 2. Battalion-^^^Form line^ facing t0 

rear^^Right face^^March . 

Captain. 3. Left turn. 

4. Halt — Front^Dress. 

EXPLANATOaY REMARKS. 

When the battalion commandant gives the word 
march^ the first or leading platoon stands fast^ hav- 
ing been prrvioasly countermarched, and placed on the 
line, facing to the rear ; the line being designated by 
-the adjutant and markers. All the others mo?e at the 
word march^ by files, with the right flank leading. Ten 
or fifteen paces before the platoon arrives, a marker 
for the left flank of each platoon will be detached^ 
and take post in line, as before directed in the succes- 
sive formations ; each platoon, ds it arrives at and pas- 
ses the line, on the marker's left, will turn immediate. 
]y to the left, (by order,) around the marker, and join 
the right flank, to the left of the one already formed. 
They will then front and dress according to former 
rules laid down. Kach succeeding platoon does the 
like, until the whole line is formed, facing the former 
rear. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 27. 

(See Plate Mo. XX ML) 

Passage of defile to the front zohcn presented bejort 1 1. 

the centre, 

Lt. Col. Com. 1. Battalions Kill pass de^e in front^ Ife 

b^ platuuns from centre^ in colufoM 
from ight and left of battalion. 

Major. 2. Battalion — To the left ( or inwori) 

face^ (on right) — March . 

Captain. 3. Front'^Forzcard. 

EXPLANATORT REMARKS. 

When the order is given to face inward, the left pla- 
toon of first battalion, and right of second, will not 
face, but more directly forward, if the defile will ad. 
mit, in two columns ; the first battalion in one, and 
the second in the other. Each battalion files up to the 
defile, and each platoon, or section, (as the case may 
be,) will front and forward on the same ground as the 
preceding one, and follow in column through the de. 
file. The columns may be halted and deployed to 
right and left, or formed up in line successively as they 
come out of the defile, the leading divisions being 
halted. 

Should the defile present itself behind the centre, the 
passage may be effected on like principles, only fac- 
ing about, the rear leading. 

If behind either Jiank^ the passage may be ef- 
fected by filing off the companies in succession by 
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^^h captain, from the flank farthest from the defile | 

^ if the ground will admit, they may be wheeled off 

^e most distant flank, by platoons, or sections ; and 

^W arrived before the defile, may pass, either in co* 

^Qtnn pr files, according to the width of the passage. 

We find, that it is directed frequently to pass de. 
files by filings and by epen column. But experience 
18 Dot necessary to convince one, that the passage by 
close column would be safer. The body would be less 
extended^ more easily deployed^ and sooner ready for 
action. If it is filed from the most distant flank, the 
company may Atf//, front^ and forzcard^ in close co- 
lumn, through the defile, in such divisions as may be 
received within the passage. 

Although other writers may direct to pass by files, yet 
k is to be considered as a correct position, that the milu 
tiOj or even regular troops^ ought never to pass by files, 
in face of an enemy, if it be possible to pass otiierwise. 
The best disciplined troops are liable to open out their 
files, to weaken and extend their line over too much 
ground, when filing in any considerable bodies. This 
will not be denied. If it be necessary to form for ac- 
tion immediately after passing a defile, there is no time 
to spare, for closing up files, and patching up errors. 
If there were no other disadvantage attending this me- 
thod, it would seem that the judicious oflicer would/ 
adopt one more safe and expeditious. 
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MANOEUVRE No, «8. 

(See Plate No. XXVni.) 

Passage of defile in close column^ when presefUedhtm 

fore the right flank. 

Lt« Col. Com. 1. Battalions will pass defile in dose 

column from the right flank. 

.Major. 2. Battalion-^Form close column on 

the right platoon^^right in front'^ 
Right face — March, 

Captain. 3. Halt-^Front — Dress. 

Major. 4. Column — March. 

Captain. 5. Sections (or flies) From the right 

(fir lefty as the case may be)»mBreak 
off. 

EXPLANATOET EEMAEK8. 

The formation of close colamn needs no further ox. 
planation. (See Manoeuvre No. 1.) It may be formed 
for the purpose of passing a defile on any division 
"v^hich may be opposite. Should it be objected, that a 
close column would not be able to break off sections, 
&c. when necessary in passing the defile; it may be 
answered, that no prudent commander will pass a de. 
file in his neighbourhood, in an enemy's country, until 
he knows what it is ; nor will he suffer himself to be 
ignorant of any defile, through which he might possibly 
be obliged to pass, on his march. He ought to have 
it in his power to say, even how many files may pass 
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the most contracted part of the passage way. With 
this knowledge he will order the platoons, as they move 
off for, and enter the defile, to take two or three pa« 
ces distance between platoons, or quarter distance, so 
that at the place required, sections may break off. If 
there are two or three paces distance between platoons, 
sections may be broken off; which will remove that 
objection. 

The formation of the close column is as familiar to 
the militia in this country, as any movement ; and this 
method of passing a defile is less complicated than any 
one detailed, either by the British or French TactL 
cians. 

If the ground will not admit of forming close co- 
lumn before the defile is entered* platoons may be wheel- 
ed off the most distant flank in succession, and form 
close column as they enter the defile. In this case the 
flank platoon, before it wheels, will move forward one 
pace, or enough to clear the line, and wheel inward, 
or towards the defile ; the next platoon wheels as soon 
as the first has passed ; and remaining platoons in snc^ 
oession. 

It may be necessary, after having passed in close co. 
lumn, to deploy from close column obliquely. Should 
oircnmstances at any time require sach a movement, it 
may be executed as in the following Manoeuvre. 

Note. Files may be broken off in passing defile, as 
in No. 33, Part III. 
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MANCEUVRE No. 29. 

(See iMate No XXIX.) 

The line formed from dose column (right in frorr/) 

obliquely/. 

JLt. Col. Com. 1 . The column will deploj^ to the lejt 

on the riffht (ojr front) platoon^ 
obUquely^ towards the rear. 

Major. 2. Col uMn-^ Deploy to the left ob» 

line — Left Jace-^March, 

Captain. 3. heft half turn, 

4. Halt^^Front-^Forxsard-^^Dres^^ 

EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

The line in this, (as in all other formations of tha 
line) is to be designated ; the leading platoon of the 
column wheeled up on the pifot flank, and dressed in 
line. On the word marchy the commandants of pla. 
toons half face to the left, and give the word as nam. 
ed above; when each file of the platoon will turn sue. 
cessively by the marker, (placed at the left Qank of 
the column) half the distant;e usual in a full turn to 
the left ; by which means, the platoon, when extended 
its length from the column, will have gained a paral. 
lei position with the new line. Each platoon will 
move directly square, preserving its parallelism with 
the line ; and as fast as uncovered b^ the leading pla. 
toons, will front and move up to the line, as in the eft. 
red deployments. 
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It need hardly be meDtioned, perhaps, that the tam- 
ing in these oblique -deployments from close column, 
must in all cases be in proportion to the obliquity of 
the new line ; and the words by platoon officers to be 
glTen accordingly. 

If a close column be deployed on an oblique line adm 
vanced, or to the front, then the leading platoon must 
be wheeled up to the line on the reverse^ instead of 
the pivot flank. 

The formation of an oblique line may be made on a 
rear, or any other di?ision of the column ; but the 
moTement would be so liable to confusion, that it ought 
never to be attempted, if any other method would e£. 
feet the object ; and it cannot be necessary, if the 
commanding officer be cautious. But if a mistake 
ifrere made, in not halting the column in season^ it 
would be far better to face about, and gain the proper 
ground for the leading platoon to wheel on to the lltie; 
from which the whole column might be extended. 
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MANffiUVRE No. 30. 

(See Plate No. XXX.) 
March in line. 

The line is nerer to advance until it is perfectly veil 
dressed. The commandant then oulers*— 

Tlie battalions will advance in line» 

• 

These words are merely cautionary ; and preparntioii 
is immediately made for the movement. The officer 
carrying the colours (C) will step out six paces id 
front, and halt square with the battalion. The tw0 
non-comroissioned officers (a and b) will also step out^ 
one on the right, and one on the left of the colours, be# 
Ing the front rank guard of colours, and- dress with 
the colours. The rear rank of guard occupy their 
place in front. The adjutant (A) directly in front of 
the colours; the first major (M 1) ten paces in rear of 
colours ; to ascertain the true line from himself, pass- 
ing through between <he feet of the bearer of colours 
to the adjutant, and crossing first battalion line at right 
angles. The two regimental directers {d d) will also 
step out, opposite the right and left flank, and dress in 
line witl^ the colours. The second major in second 
battalion, as the first major in the first battalion, 
(M 2); and sergeant major in place of the adjutant 
(S M). Other posting as in first battalion. The lieu- 
tenant colonel (L C) opposite the interval between the 
battalions, and in line with the colours and directers.; 
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it which post he will witness the movements carefully, 
ind issue his orders. This preparation being made, 
which is quickly done (each one knowing his piace^ 
the lieutenant colonel then commands— 

Battalions^'March, 

At this order the whole step oflf together, preserving 
the true cadence of step ; the shoulders square to the 
front ; the light touch of the elbow preserved ; the 
9yes (not the head) often turned toward the centre, to 
>bser?e the movements of the colours ; keeping square 
i?ith the line made by the colours and the markers ^ 
preserving the same distance from it through the r^U 
nental line. The rear rank close, and take the lock 
step ; arms shouldered. Without these precautionary 
measures, it will be in vain to expect the battalioDf^ 
will march in line with any degree of accuracy. 

If the commandant would alter the direction on the 
march, a species of wheeling may be effected, by di* 
recting the adjutant to incline to the left, (that being 
the direction required ;) the bearer of the colours, and 
the guard and markers, to fling right shoulders for* 
ward. The second battalion conforming, the whole 
Line will have altered its direction, the right being 
brought forward. When the line has advanced to the 
place required, the lieutenant colonel will order— 

Halt 

The whole will halt, observing the rules as laid down 
in No. 12, Part L 
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REMA.BK:i BXPLANATORT. 

The moTement id line is ex.treinely difficult. It will 
require much attention, much practice, even with the 
precautions alread)^ suggested^ in order to perform cor- 
rectly. It is necessary that the bearers of colours, 
and persons who act as directers in the march, should 
be well disciplined, and accurate in their step, without 
Tariation in length or time ; to move directly forward ; 
the body perfectly square; the shoulders eveo. A 
small inclination of the body to the right or left 
would alter the direction ; turning the head has a ten* 
dency also to turn the body, in some measure ; it .is 
therefore to be carefully avoided, as the regularity of 
the whole movement may be destroyed. 

Note. The line may be dressed, when halted, on 
the principles heretofore named. If any considerable 
dressing be required, move out the colours ; a director 
from the right and left of the flanks to align correctly 
with them ; the captains step out and also align with 
them, facing to the centre, until a correct line is made; 
when each company is marched up to its captain succes- 
sively, beginning on the right ; or, if well disciplined, 
it may be done by the battalion in a body. 



Manoeuvre N?3i 
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MANCEUVRE No. 31. 

(See Plate No. XXXI.) 

Inic repass age of line, 

, Com. 1. Battalions zcill form plaioons on 

ris^ht of companies-^ to pass linc^, 

2. Battalion — On ri^ht of companies 

Form dose column of platouns^-m 

Left plutoonS'-^R'-^ht face^mMarch, 

I. S. Left platoon-'^March'^Ilak'-'''^ 

FrorU-^Dress. 

REMARKS BXPLANATORT. 

he first order of the major, the lieatenaM*) ^^ 
idantg of left or second platoons, immedlatelj 
the right of their respective commands, and dia. 
the head of platoon to the rear; the first or 
atoon of each company will stand fast ; and the 
toons form in rear of the right of their respec 
npanies, in close order. 

moyement is considered as performing hj a se* 
ie standing, to open the way for a first line ttt 
But it may be done by the passing^ or first linet, 
n the march ; left platoons marking time, in* 
and taking positions in the same manner as pU» 
re formed on the march, in company exercise, on. 
ng up to first platoon. But the more common 
of passing first line is by filing from right or lafit 
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of companies, as in Manoeuvres No. 19 and 20. VfhiU 
the first line is pasiiing, the flanks of the platoons of the 
•econd line ought to be well covered or guarded by 
officers, or steady non-commissioned officers or sol- 
diers, lest the first line should pass confusedly, and 
throw the second into disorder. 



CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

The necessity of ^-xplaining the uses and advaniages 
•f military moTements to the soldiers, while instroct- 
ing them, has been already suggested. To do this with 
propriety, the officer himself must understand the 
theory. This may be obtained by study ; and when 
required to act, he has only to apply his rules, with- 
out loss of time. But if the knowledge of the the- 
ory be neglected until his services are required, not 
only himself, but his country, is injured. Practice j 
without theory^ can never make an officer. He that 
moves only as commanded, without knowing why, or 
for what object ; iis a mere machine ; he is not prepar. 
ed to exercise command. The design of all military 
movements may be comprehended generally under four 
heads, tIz. Movements of Attack ^ Defence^ Retreaij 
and Formation. 

When a movement is made in the course of exercise 
for instruction, the officer should be able to distin- 
guish under which head it may be arranged, and for 
what uses ^ and the advantages may quickly be 
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plained, during the performance. A judicious Eo« 
glish writer observes, that ^^ It is always to be la« 
mented that men have been brought on to serrice wltli« 
but being informed of the uses of the diiSerent manceii. 
Tres they have been practising ; and that) ha?ing no 
ideas of any thing but the uniformity of the paradflL 
they instantly fall into disorder and confusion wh^n 
they lose the step, or see a deviation from the straight 
lines they have been accustomed to at exercise. It ig 
a pity to see so much attention confined to shew, and 
so little given to instruct the troops in what may be of 
ose to them on service. Though the parade is the plaoo 
to form the character of soldiers, and to teach theok 
uniformity ; yet, when confined to that alone,*' with, 
out explaining to them the uses, '^ it is too limited 
-and mechanical for a true military genius." 

It is not consistent with the design of the aa:thor^ 
to enter into a description of all the variety of move, 
ineots which might be necessary in every particular 
circumstance. It is important, that the prwc^aies 
should be explained, and well understood ; and it is 
believed tliat enough has been said to explain thmn. 
The judicious officer will be able to apply these pria. 
oiples to all such cases as may occur. After all that 
can be said, or written on the subject, much moit 
and will depend on the officer. Cases may arise, which 
.were never before contemplated ; and he who com. 
mands, ought quickly to discern, and determine, what 
is necessary to be done in every new sitaationi whick 
iOltcaordinary causes may occasion. 



fM CLOfENTS OP WAR. 

These obserrations apply with equal force io ererj 
•principle, and every ino?ement in military tactics. 
Were a writer to undertake the delineation of the in. 
finite Tariety of movements^ which might be made, on 
like principles, to suit the infinite Tariety of circuni' 
■Stances which might occur, he would fall far short of 
Ilia object. The officer must therefore be prepared for 
erery emergency. Fie must be able to contend «itli 
di^dculties, unmoved, confident of his own resources ; 
io surmount obstacles which may. be presented, totally 
tUriant from any thing he may have e?er seen reprs- 
aented on paper. For this, he will be solicitpusto ob- 
tain the principles generally ; to store bis mind wiUi 
till knowledge which may be necessary to qualify bim 
'for the discharge of his duty in such an arduous and 
responsible situation. Responsible, because by one er- 
ror of his, the lives of thousands, atid eren the liberty 
of his country, may be put at hazard. For this, he 
will read diligently the various authors, who agree in 
the general principles, but vary in the mode of execu- 
tion and manner of expression ; and by the ditlerent 
views in which the subject is presented by the difiereut 
writers, these principles will be more firmly rivetted 
in his mind. Circumstances may i;ar^ ; but principles 
are immutable. Possessed of these principles, he has 
confidence in himself. With an ardour in his coun- 
try's cause— a co<il dtliberation — a quick discern, 
mont— heacts with calmness in the most trying scenes, 
and triumphs over every diihculty. 



MILITARY FUNERALS. 

JL he troops which are drawn out to pay funeral ho- 
nors to deceased military officers, are to be paraded in 
^he usual manner, with bayonets unfixed. 

The order of march is to be reversed. 

The number of troops, ordered out on such occa- 
sions, will be determined according to the rank of the 
oflRcer to whom the honors are to be paid. From the 
troops thus detached, there will be a selection for es- 
cort, and to execute the firing. The residue of the 
troops form a part of the procession ; non-commis. 
sloned officers and privates four abreast ; officers two 
abreast ; all with side arms. 

A firing of cannon at head.quarters, will be regu- 
lated by the rank of the officer deceased. 

The firing at the grave is the same for all ranks, being 
three volleys of small arms by the escort, or firing party. 

At the funeral of a Captain General, a cannon is to 
be fired at head-quarters, every fifteen minutes, from 
snnrise to sunset. Two regiments of infantry and four 
companies of cavalry attend the funeral ceremonies^ 
commanded by a lieutenant f;eneral. 

For a Lieutenant General ; the firing at head.quar- 
ters, is every half hour, from sunrise to sunset. Two 
regiments of infantry are to attend, and two companies 
of cavalry, commanded by a major general. 

For a Major General ; the firing at head-quarters is 

once an hour, through the day. One regiment of in- 
18 
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fantrjt and two companies of caralry attend, coin. 
manded by a general of brigade. 

For a Brigadier Greneral ; the firing at bead-qoar* 
ters is once in an hour and a half, from sunrise to 
sunset. One regiment of infantry, and one comptof 
of cavalry attend, commanded by a lieutenant eolond 
commandant. 

For a Lieutenant Colonel Commandant ; the fiflof 
at head-quarters is two pieces of cannon at sooriie» 
two at noon, and two at sunset. One regiment of io« 
fantry attend, commanded by a major. 

For a Major ; one battalion of infantry, commuid*. 
ed by the second or younger major. One gun at bead, 
quarters at sunrise, at noon, and sunset. 

For a Captain ; three companies of infantry^ com- 
manded by the oldest captain. 

' For a Lieutenant ; one grand division, commanded 
by the oldest captain of the grand division. 

For an Ensign ; one grand division, commanded by 
a captain. 

Non-commissioned Officers, and Privates ; attended 
by the companies to which they respectively belong- 

These numbers may not always be conveniently ^^* 
tained, unless when troops are in actual service, or ** 
army is embodied. In such, case, the officer, on wl»^^ 
the duty of calling out the iroops may devolve, "^^ 
proportion them according to circumstances, selec<^ *"» 
a suitable number for the firing party and escort. 

The Pall Bearers, are six, invariably. These ^^ 
composed of officers of the same grade with the ^^' 
ceased. 
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I troops for the firing, and escort, being in tine, 
the house where the remains of the deceased ars 
'ed for intennent; the procession is formed ac 
g to the order hereafter detailad. The Corpse ii 
irougbt out, accompanied by the Pall Bearert, 
ceiTed by the troops with presented ^Tms. It is 
ilared in the procession, according to the order 
ii below. The escort shoulder arms ; break into 
:olDinn of platoons ; reverse arms.* Officers 
heir swords; reverse swords, carrying them under 
t arm ; the point towards the rear ; the left iiand 
hilt to support it. The Procession tormed in the 
ing order, .then moves ; music playing a dead 
, or fuaerel dirge ; drums muffled. 
PROCESSION. 
Escort, In open column. 
Chaplain. 



Pri fates. 

Corporals. 

Sergeants. 

issioned Officers, in reversed order, according t* 

rank ; with sworils reversed. 

• See PUte IL Fig. 3. 



